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Frosting on the Cake Date:

Guiding the Reading • Fluency

Frosting on the Cake

“So this is why you needed the key to the bakery,” 
said a deep voice behind him. 

Anton whipped around. Grandpa stared at the cake 
without saying a word.

Anton hung his head. “It’s such a disaster, you can’t 
even speak.”

Grandpa raised Anton’s chin and looked into his eyes. 
“I’m not speechless because it’s lopsided. I’m speechless 
because it’s the best present I’ve ever gotten. Nobody 
has ever baked me a birthday cake before.” 

Anton looked up at his grandfather, a spark of 
excitement coming into his eyes. “That’s why I did it!” he 
said. “It was harder than I thought, but I remembered all 
your old sayings, and that’s what kept me going.” 

“Here’s another old saying that’s the most important 
of all.” Grandpa 
wrapped his arm 
around Anton’s 
shoulders. “The  
best gifts come  
from the heart.” 
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Frosting on the Cake Date:

Comprehension • Guided Practice

What’s the Problem? Chart
Directions: Review the story. Poor Anton had lots of problems. Write the solution to 
each problem. Use the Somebody ____ wanted ____ but ___ so ____ framework to help  
you summarize.

Problem:  
Anton wanted to break the eggs 
into the batter, but he smashes 
their shells into the batter.

Solution: 

Problem: Solution: 

Problem: Solution: 

Problem: Solution: 

The lesson Anton learned from these problems and the solutions: 
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Frosting on the Cake Date:

Comprehension • Independent Practice

Identifying Problem/Solution and Theme
Directions: Read the following paragraph. Identify the problem and how the character 
solves it. Use this information to make a statement about the paragraph’s theme.

What is the problem?   

 

What is the solution?  

 

The problem and the way the characters solve it tells me the theme of this story is: 

 

For thirty-seven years, I have baked wedding cakes and 
birthday cakes, cookies and donuts, pies and cinnamon rolls, 
for thousands of customers. For a wedding this weekend, I was 
supposed to deliver a cake at 8:00 a.m. on Sunday. On Friday 
morning, I baked the cakes and stacked the four layers, using 
lemon cream in between the layers. I planned to frost and 
decorate the cake on Saturday and deliver it on Sunday. But 
on Friday afternoon, I went ice skating with Anton. I had been 
skating for only a few minutes when I lost my balance, fell on 
the ice, and fractured my wrist. I knew I would not be able to 
finish the cake. It was a job that required two hands. 

“I can help you,” Anton said. “If you explain what you want 
me to do, I can frost and decorate your cake.” 

I smiled, so relieved that my grandson was willing to help. 
“We’re a team, Grandpa,” Anton said, “a three-handed team.” 
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Frosting on the Cake Date:

Vocabulary • Guided Practice

What’s the Saying Really Saying?
Directions: Go back to the text to find the adages and proverbs. Complete the chart to 
better understand the adages and proverbs in the story. 

Paragraph Adage/
Proverb

The literal meaning  
of the saying

What the saying is 
actually saying

title

Frosting on  
the Cake

The sweet topping that is 
often spread across the top 
and sides of a cake. 

Something good that 
happens on top of 
something that is already 
good.

2
The early bird 
catches the 
worm.

If a bird is early, it will be 
the one to catch a worm.

6

Nothing 
ventured, 
nothing 
gained.

8

You can’t 
make an 
omelet 
without 
breaking a  
few eggs.

10

It’s not that 
you can’t do it. 
You just can’t 
do it . . . yet!

15

When the 
going gets 
tough, the 
tough get 
going.

23
The best gifts 
come from the 
heart.

4
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Frosting on the Cake Date:

Vocabulary • Independent Practice

Connecting Adages and Proverbs with 
Character and Theme
Directions: Complete the sentence frames to explain how the adage or proverb reveals 
something about the characters. Look back at the details you wrote on the chart on 
page 4. Choose one adage or proverb and write how it connects to your life.

The early bird catches the worm. 

What does this saying show about what is important to Grandpa?    

  

 

Nothing ventured, nothing gained. 

After the experience baking a cake for Grandpa, do you think Anton was glad that he 

ventured to make the cake? Why or why not?   

  

 

You can’t make an omelet without breaking a few eggs. 

How does this saying connect with Anton’s actions in the story?   

  

 

The best gifts come from the heart. 

How does this saying relate to a lesson that Anton learned in this story?  

  

 

I can make a connection to the proverb   

because   

 .

5
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Frosting on the Cake Date:

Grammar • Guided Practice

The Power of Punctuation
Directions: Look at the excerpts from the story, paying special attention to the 
punctuation the author uses. Then answer the question, using what you know  
about punctuation.

His heart fluttered with excitement . . . and a tiny bit of worry. 

What does the ellipsis tell readers about how Anton is feeling?   

  

  

 

Could he really do this? 

Why did the author use a question that has no answer instead of making a simple 

statement?   

  

  

 

Anton didn’t know about their customers, but at every family birthday, the cake was 
the highlight; it was the best gift. 

Why does the author use a semicolon instead of period?   

  

  

 

Then he thought about how his grandfather always reminded him, “It’s not that you 
can’t do it. You just can’t do it . . . yet!” 

Why do you think the author used an ellipsis instead of a comma or a period?  
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Frosting on the Cake Date:

Grammar • Independent Practice

Playing with Punctuation
Directions: Read the first sentence (A) and think about how the punctuation affects 
the meaning of the sentence. Then read the second sentence (B) and explain how the 
change in punctuation changes the meaning of the sentence. 

A. And then Anton realized, the oven timer, he had forgotten to set it.

B. And then Anton realized—the over timer—he had forgotten to set it.

In sentence B,  _____________________________________________________________  

_________________________________________________________________________

A.  Anton ran his finger down the list of ingredients: flour, salt, eggs, and milk. Yikes.  
Did he have milk? 

B.  Anton ran his finger down the list of ingredients: flour, salt, eggs, and milk. Yikes!  
Did he have milk?

In sentence B,  _____________________________________________________________  

_________________________________________________________________________

A. “Hello,” said Anton when he heard the bell on the front door jingle.

B. “Hello?” said Anton when he heard the bell on the front door jingle.

In sentence B, _____________________________________________________________  

_________________________________________________________________________
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Frosting on the Cake Date:

Editing and Revising a Personal Letter
Revise Using ARMS

Decembur 12

dear Marta, I laughed when I red your letter because the cake didn’t turn our well at all. 

You want to know how it went In fact it was a disaster. Ill tell you what happened.  

It was a disaster. First of all, I got an eggshell into the batter. It was really bad. a disaster. 

So anyway. I finally got the cake into the oven. I cleaned up. wiped counters. Washed 

bowls. My grandpa had these sayings that I kept thinking about. When I got the cake out 

of the oven, it was lopsided. I felt horrible. but i kept going. I used frosting to cover the 

cake and boy did it look terrible.

Edit Using CUPS

Decembur 12

dear Marta, I laughed when I red your letter because the cake didn’t turn our 

well at all. Ill tell you what happened. First of all, I got an eggshell into the batter. 

Then when I turned on the mixer, the batter went everywhere. It was really bad. a 

disaster. I finally got the cake into the oven. As the cake baked, I cleaned up. When 

I got the cake out of the oven, it was lopsided. I felt horrible. My grandpa had 

these sayings that I kept thinking about—when the going gets tough, the tough 

get going. That helped me keep going. I used frosting to cover the cake and boy 

did it look terrible.

Writing • Model Personal Letter8
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Frosting on the Cake Date:

Writing • Guided Practice

Revising and Editing a Personal Letter
Directions: Use the ARMS strategy to revise and the CUPS strategy to edit the second 
paragraph of Anton’s letter to Marta. 

My Grandpa came into the bakery. I thought 

he would laugh at me for making such a 

mess. Instead, he smiled and He said it was a 

gift that came from the heart. One tip is you 

should wear an apron. Your friend Anton

9
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Frosting on the Cake Date:

Writing • Independent Practice

Frosting on the Cake Revising and Editing Checklist
Strategy: ARMS (Adding, Removing, Moving, Substituting)

 F I understand and can use 
all elements of the ARMS 
strategy to improve my 
writing.

 F The revised draft is much 
better than before I used the 
ARMS strategy.

 F I somewhat understand and 
sometimes recognize when 
to use the ARMS strategy 
to revise parts of a piece of 
writing.

 F The revised draft is a little 
better than it was before.

 F I don’t really understand 
what ARMS is or how to use 
it.

 F Because I don’t know how to 
use ARMS, I didn’t know how 
to revise and improve my 
writing.

Teacher Notes:  ___________________________________________________________________

Strategy: CUPS (Capitalization, Understanding, Punctuation, Spelling)

 F I understand and can use 
all elements of the CUPS 
strategy to improve my 
writing.

 F The edited draft is much 
better than before I used the 
CUPS strategy.

 F I sometimes understand and 
sometimes recognize when 
to use the CUPS strategy 
to improve some parts of a 
piece of writing.

 F The revised draft is a little 
better than it was before.

 F I don’t really understand 
what CUPS is or how to  
use it.

 F Because I don’t know how to 
use CUPS I didn’t know how 
to improve the draft.

Teacher Notes:  ___________________________________________________________________

Something I understand now that I didn’t understand before:  

 

Something I want help with:  

10

G4_SRB_Book_2018.indb   10 6/29/18   12:47 PM



Cupcakes to the Rescue Date:

Guiding the Reading • Fluency

Cupcakes to the Rescue
“Are you okay?” Anton asked the woman. 

“I’m fine,” she said, “but look at this mess! I was trying to 
throw a surprise birthday party for my boss, but I’ve ruined 
the cake and lost the napkins and made a catastrophe of 
everything.” She glanced at her watch. “And I don’t have 
enough time to fix it.”

Anton smiled. He had an idea for how to give this woman 
great service. He felt a thrill of excitement in his chest. “Believe 
it or not,” he told the woman, “you will have time. Ernesto’s 
Downtown Bakery has just what you need. Wait here, and I’ll 
be right back.” 

He handed the woman a flyer and ran into to his 
grandfather’s shop. 

Anticipation Guide
Statement True False It 

Depends

1. The best way to get customers is to advertise using 
signs and flyers. 

2. Adults run businesses; kids can’t do anything, so 
they shouldn’t worry about it. 

3. If something ruins your plan, you should forget that 
plan and make a new one. 

4. It doesn’t matter how businesses treat customers, 
because people will still shop there. 

11
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Cupcakes to the Rescue Date:

Comprehension • Guided Practice

Character Analysis Graphic Organizer 
Directions: Look back at the key details in the story. Study Anton’s words and actions, 
and determine what this says about him. Group together characteristics that are alike. 
Write how each characteristic affects the plot.

Anton is: Anton is: Anton is:

so he: so he: so he:

12
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Cupcakes to the Rescue Date:

Comprehension • Independent Practice

Character Traits and Plot
Directions: Use the Character Analysis chart on page 12 to complete the  
paragraph frame. 

Anton’s                                ____  character traits affected the plot of Cupcakes to the Rescue. 

Because Anton was                                   , he  _____________________________________

__________________________________. The character in this story changed from the 

beginning to the end. I know this because at the beginning, he  ___________________  

_________________________________________________________ . But at the end he

_______________________________________________________. This reminds me of  

_________________________ because  _______________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________________. 
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Cupcakes to the Rescue Date:

Vocabulary • Guided Practice

Multiple-Meaning Words Chart
Directions: Refer to the assigned paragraphs and identify the multiple-meaning word. 
Using context clues and the Parts of Speech anchor chart, determine the word’s  
part of speech.

Paragraph # Word Part of Speech Meaning in Sentence

4 left verb departed from, went away from

11 

15 

28 

14
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Cupcakes to the Rescue Date:

Vocabulary • Independent Practice

Searching for Clues to  
Multiple-Meaning Words
Directions: Read the following sentences. Identify how the underlined word is used 
in the sentence. Then write its meaning for that context. When you have finished the 
activity, discuss with a partner other meanings you know for each word and how you 
ruled them out as not making sense in this context.

Anton jogged over to help, but before he could get there, the woman 
teetered and tottered and finally dropped everything to the ground.

Anton walked along the sidewalk, tucking the flyers under the 
windshield wipers of parked cars.

The next day when Anton pushed through the door of the bakery, he 
heard the bell jingle, smelled the aroma of cakes and pastries—and 
stopped short. The bakery was filled with customers!

Word Part of Speech Meaning in Sentence

ground

flyers

short
 
Directions: Choose one of the multiple-meaning words. Write one original sentence 
that uses the word as it was used in Cupcakes to the Rescue. Then write a second 
sentence that uses the word in another way. Try to give your reader context clues to 
help them figure out the word’s meaning.

Sentence #1:  ____________________________________________________________  

________________________________________________________________________  

________________________________________________________________________

Sentence #2: _____________________________________________________________  

________________________________________________________________________  

________________________________________________________________________
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Cupcakes to the Rescue Date:

Grammar • Guided Practice

What Do Prepositional Phrases Tell Us?
Directions: Read paragraph 10 in Cupcakes to the Rescue. Use Basic Signal Words to 
ask questions that will help you identify prepositional phrases. Write the prepositional 
phrase in the box that tells what it helps you understand. 

Prepositional  
phrases  
tell us …

what / what kind

where

how

why

when

who / which

16
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Cupcakes to the Rescue Date:

Grammar • Independent Practice

Practicing Prepositional Phrases
Directions: Read pages 10–12 in Cupcakes to the Rescue. Use Basic Signal Words to 
ask questions that will help you identify prepositional phrases. Write at least two 
prepositional phrases for each Basic Signal Word. 

Prepositional  
phrases  
tell us …

what / what kind

where

how

why

when who / which

17
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Cupcakes to the Rescue Date:

Writing • Guided Practice

Pre-Writing a Narrative
I am going to pre-write and draft a narrative about  _____________________________  

________________________________________________________________________ .

Sombebody  
(the main character) wanted but so

 
Use Basic Signal Words to ask questions that will help you figure out which details 
to include in your narrative.

What do you know about this main character?  __________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________________

Where or when does this story take place? ______________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________________

How does this character respond when he or she cannot get what he or she wants? 

_________________________________________________________________________

What is the result of the character’s actions? ____________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________________

How do other characters respond? ____________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________________

Other BSW questions about the character, setting, and/or events I can ask and answer: 

_________________________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________________
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Cupcakes to the Rescue Date:

Writing • Guided Practice

Drafting a Narrative
Directions: Use your answers to the questions on page 18 to draft your narrative. 

 _____________________________________________________________________

 _____________________________________________________________________

 _____________________________________________________________________

 _____________________________________________________________________

 _____________________________________________________________________

 _____________________________________________________________________

 _____________________________________________________________________

 _____________________________________________________________________

 _____________________________________________________________________

 _____________________________________________________________________

 _____________________________________________________________________

 _____________________________________________________________________

 _____________________________________________________________________

 _____________________________________________________________________

 _____________________________________________________________________

 _____________________________________________________________________

 _____________________________________________________________________

 _____________________________________________________________________

 _____________________________________________________________________

 _____________________________________________________________________

 _____________________________________________________________________

 _____________________________________________________________________

19
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Cupcakes to the Rescue Date:

Writing • Independent Practice

Cupcakes to the Rescue Revising and Editing Checklist
Strategy: Pre-Writing a Narrative

 F I understand how to use a 
real-life event as the topic 
for a narrative.

 F I can use the Somebody 
____wanted ____ , but ____ 
so ____ frame to create my 
story. 

 F I understand how to create 
a problem and a solution in 
the pre-writing phase.

 F I have a hard time thinking 
of real-life events, and find 
it is challenging to turn that 
event into a narrative.

 F I somewhat understand 
how to use the Somebody 
____wanted ____ , but ____ 
so ____ frame to create my 
story. 

 F I don’t always know how 
to include a problem and 
solution in my story.

 F I was unable to think of a 
real-life event that I could 
turn into a narrative.

 F I don’t really understand 
how to use the Somebody 
____wanted ____ , but ____ 
so ____ frame in the pre-
writing phase.

 F I don’t know how to create 
and include a problem and 
solution in my story.

Teacher Notes:  ___________________________________________________________________

Strategy: Using Basic Signal Words

 F I understand how to use 
Basic Signal Word questions 
to add detail to my narrative. 

 F I understand how to 
organize a narrative and get 
my ideas in writing so I have 
a draft to work with. 

 F I somewhat understand how 
to use Basic Signal Word 
questions to add detail to 
my narrative. 

 F I somewhat understand how 
to organize a narrative and 
get my ideas in writing so I 
have a draft to work with. 

 F I don’t understand how 
to use Basic Signal Word 
questions to add detail to my 
narrative. 

 F I struggle to understand how 
to organize a narrative and 
get my ideas in writing so I 
have a draft to work with. 

Teacher Notes:  ___________________________________________________________________

Something I understand now that I didn’t understand before:  

 

Something I want help with:  

20
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Sailboats Date:

Guiding the Reading • Fluency

Sails
There are many different types of sailboats, but all sailboats 

have at least one sail. The sail’s job is to catch the air and move the 
boat through the water. Many sails are shaped like triangles. They 
are made of strong cloth. 

In the past, people made sailcloth with woven fibers from plants 
like flax, hemp, and cotton. Now, people make sailcloth with human-
made fibers like nylon. Also, scientists are working on ways to put 
thin, flexible solar panels on sails. The solar panels will gather energy 
from the sun to help power the electronic systems on the boat. 

The sail is attached to a mast. The mast must be strong enough 
to hold the sail in powerful winds. Different types of sailboats have 
different numbers of masts and different numbers of sails.

Anticipation Guide
Before Reading After Reading

Statement

1. Sailboats are a very new invention.

2. Sailboats have only one sail.

3. Sailboats can only be used on a lake.

4. Sailboats have been used just for fun,  
or recreation.

21
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Sailboats Date:

Comprehension • Guided Practice

Text Features Chart 
Directions: Use the Read-Match-Cover-Think and Look-Retell-Check strategy as you 
answer the question below.

Why might people choose to sail a ketch instead of a dinghy?

Text feature(s) 
information Matching Key Details Answer

 
Directions: The following question is not answered in the text:

Some fishermen spend a month out on the ocean. What would the sailboats 
that belong to these fishermen look like, and why?

Imagine the author wanted to add a section that answered this question. What would 
be a good heading for this new section? What might be a good text feature?

My idea for a heading is:  

My idea for a text feature is:   

 

22
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Sailboats Date:

Comprehension • Independent Practice

Text Features Practice Sheet
Directions: Use the Read-Match-Cover-Think and Look-Retell-Check strategy as you 
answer the question below.

1. Explain the relationship between the mast and the sails of a sailboat.

Text feature(s) 
information Matching Key Details Answer

2. If you were going to travel on a sailboat across the ocean, how many masts would 
you want on your boat?

Text feature(s) 
information Matching Key Details Answer

23
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Sailboats Date:

Vocabulary • Guided Practice

Context Clues Maps
Directions: Write a word you want to think about in the “Word” box. Write all the clues 
you find surrounding the word in the “Context Clues” box. Then write what you figure 
out to be the meaning of the word.

Word

fibers

Context Clues

I think this word means

Word Context Clues

I think this word means

Word Context Clues

I think this word means

24
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Sailboats Date:

Vocabulary • Independent Practice

Context Clues Practice Sheet 
Directions: As you read the selection, look for context clues that will help you 
understand the highlighted words. Underline the clues and write the number above 
them that matches the number assigned to the word. At the bottom of the page, write 
the definition you figured out for each word.

How A Sail Works

When wind blows from behind the boat, it pushes into the sail. This propels (1) 

the boat forward, like when you push a friend on a swing. You might be surprised 

to know that wind blowing in from the side also moves a sailboat forward. 

Aerodynamics (2) is the science of moving air, which sends sailboats forward in the 

same way it sends airplanes upward.

An airplane flies because of the shape of its wings. They are flat on the bottom and 

have an arch (3) on top. When air flows across the curved top of the wing, it slides 

down the arch faster than the air that flows straight across the bottom of the wing. 

With fast-moving air, there is less air pressing down on top of the wing. So, the 

high-pressure (4) air moving slowly under the wing has the power to press the 

wing and the airplane up into the air. 

1. Propels means __________________________________________________________

2. Aerodynamics means  ____________________________________________________

3. Arch means ____________________________________________________________

4. Pressure means _________________________________________________________

Directions: As you read, if you find other words that you want to clarify, circle and 
number them starting with 5. Continue to underline and number context clues that 
clarify the words. Write the word meaning.

5.  ______________________________________________________________________

25
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Sailboats Date:

Grammar • Guided Practice

Choosing Verb Tense
Directions: Read the sentence aloud several times using each type of verb tense. Circle 
the verb tense that you think is most logical for the meaning of the sentence in the 
reading selection. On the lines below each sentence, briefly explain why you used each 
verb choice. You can check your verb choices by looking at the sentences in Sailboats.

1. There (were, are, will be) many different types of sailboats, but all sailboats (had, 

have, will have) at least one sail. 

 ______________________________________________________________________  

 ______________________________________________________________________

2. In the past, people (made, make, will make) sailcloth with woven fibers from plants 

like flax, hemp, and cotton. Now, people (made, make, will make) sailcloth with 

human-made fibers like nylon. 

 ______________________________________________________________________  

 ______________________________________________________________________

3. People (raced, race, will race) small sailboats called dinghies. A racing dinghy (went,  

can go, will go) 20 miles an hour (32.2 km per hour), which (was, is, will be) faster than 

many large sailboats. 

 ______________________________________________________________________  

 ______________________________________________________________________

4. Tall ships (were, are, will be) also used as warships. Today, people (were, are, will be) 

using tall ships to teach people how to sail. 

 ______________________________________________________________________  

 ______________________________________________________________________

5. Challenge: Find and circle the verb in the present progressive tense. 

26
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Sailboats Date:

Grammar • Independent Practice

Choosing Verb Tense Practice Sheet 
Directions: Circle the verb tense that you think is most logical for the meaning of the 
sentence. There can be more than one right answer. In the right column, next to each 
paragraph, briefly explain your verb choices. 

Dear Friend, 

Hi! How (were you doing, are you doing, 
will you be doing)? We (had, have, will 
have) not visited in so long!

My family (owned, owns, will own) a 
brand, new sailboat. We (wanted, want, 
will want) to take you sailing on Saturday. 
If you (arrived, arrive, will arrive) at Pier 9  
at 2:30, you will be in time for some fun!

Our ketch (had, has, will have) a cabin 
where we (cooked, cook, will cook) up 
tacos to eat as we (sailed, sail, will sail). 

Imagine that we (were eating, are eating, 
will be eating) tacos and gliding along 
next to turtles and dolphins. I (heard, hear, 
will hear) the swish of the waves and the 
whoosh of the wind right now!

It (made, makes, will make) me so happy! 
I (looked, am looking, will be looking) 
forward to seeing you on Saturday and I’m 
hoping you (came, come, will come).

Your Friend,
Isabella

 
Can you put a check next to the sentences that speak directly to you and try to pull you 
into the experience?
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Sailboats Date:

Writing • Model Expository Text

Model Expository Text
Directions: Use the following writing samples as models for revising and editing.

Model Revision
Living on a Ketch

Some people walk down a dock instead of a sidewalk to go home. ^They live on a 

boat called a ketch. A ketch is a boat that is a little longer than 30 feet (9.1 m).^It has two 

mast and ^eight sails. People live in a cabin on the boat. The cabin has a little kichen, a 

little bathroom, and little sleeping areas. 

A ketch can hold more sails since it has two masts. The extra sails are very helpful. 

They catch more wind to move the boat when the wind is light in rough seas, having 

many sails in key locations keeps the ketch steady.

Model Edits
Living on a Ketch

Liveaboards walk down a dock instead of a sidewalk to go home. They are people 

who live aboard a boat. A ketch is a boat that is a little longer than 30 feet (9.1m).  

thats about the same lenth as a school bus. It has two mast and from three to eight sails.  

People live in a cabin on the boat. It has a little kichen, a little bathroom, and little 

sleeping areas. 

A ketch can hold more sails since it has two masts. The extra sails catch more wind 

to move the boat even when the wind is light  if the seas are rough, having many sails in 

key locations keeps the ketch steady.

Liveaboards They are people who “live aboard” a boat

Itfrom three to

thats about the same lenth as a school bus

cap. p. sp. pl.

sp.

cap.p.
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Sailboats Date:

Writing • Guided Practice

Expository Text: Revise and Edit
Directions: Use editing symbols to revise and edit the final paragraph of the expository 
text. Revision also includes adding text features. 

In the side margin, sketch or jot a description of a text feature that will provide 
information to support the paragraph.

Expository Text

People might live on a ketch because they like to here 

the sound of water against the boat or feel the waves  

rock them to sleep. They also might like that a ketch is a 

boat that can sail safely on a lakes or in the ocean Some 

people took a vacation on their ketch. They sail to diffrent 

ports and visit new citys when they took a vacation on 

their ketch. Fishermen are able to stay on the ocean  

out many days because they bring their home to work 

with them! it takes at least two people to sail a ketch.  

So, on vacation or on the job, liveaboards have someone 

to keep them company.
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Sailboats Date:

Writing • Independent Practice

Sailboats Revising and Editing Checklist

Strategy: Revising an Expository Text with the ARMS Strategy

 F I can add words and details; 
remove unneeded details; 
move the order of words 
and sentences; substitute 
exciting, descriptive words 
and sentences for boring 
words and sentences.

 F I can create a text feature 
to support reading 
comprehension.

 F I can add some details; 
sometimes remove 
unneeded details; 
occasionally move word 
order, and sometimes 
substitute more concise 
word choices.

 F I can create a text feature 
that is somewhat supporting 
the text.

 F I do not understand how to 
revise using ARMS.

 F I did not create a text 
feature.

Teacher Notes:  ___________________________________________________________________

Strategy: Editing an Expository Text with the CUPS Strategy

 F I can check and edit 
my writing to be sure 
it has correct Capitals, 
Understanding, Punctuation, 
and Spelling.

 F I can use verb tenses 
correctly.

 F I can check and edit most of 
my errors using CUPS.

 F I can use some verb tenses 
correctly.

 F I have difficulty or am not 
able to check and edit with 
CUPS.

 F I do not know how to use 
verb tenses correctly.

Teacher Notes:  ___________________________________________________________________

Something I understand now that I didn’t understand before:  

 

Something I want help with:  
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Unfair Art Fair Date:

Guiding the Reading • Fluency

Unfair Art Fair
That night, while Ayla puzzled over the mystery, a text 

arrived from her friend Shiree. 

Forgot that I brought my necklace home to show my 
parents. LOL. I’ll bring it back tomorrow. 

“That’s one problem solved,” she thought. 

The next morning, Ayla and Darren arrived early to help 
Mrs. Highberg re-hang the art they had stored in her room, 
but at the school entrance, they stopped dead. 

The Garden Gator’s leaves were shriveled and brown. 
Where before it looked playful, now it looked scaly and 
menacing, like a real alligator. “Someone sabotaged it!” Ayla 
gasped. Darren’s face went white.

A few minutes later, while arranging some pieces of 
pottery, Ayla heard Darren shout. She found him and Mrs. 
Highberg in an unfamiliar hallway near the furnace room, 
surrounded by an unexpected art gallery. 

“Darren, you found 
the missing artwork!” 
Mrs. Highberg cheered, 
but Ayla looked at 
Darren and kept quiet. 
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Unfair Art Fair Date:

Comprehension • Guided Practice

From Darren’s Point of View
Directions: Read the sentence about Darren’s point of view. Add ideas to the “bricks” 
that build up, support, or question the point of view sentence. 

Darren seems to believe he cannot win 
the contest unless he cheats.
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Unfair Art Fair Date:

Comprehension • Independent Practice

A New Point of View
Directions: Unfair Art Fair is told from Ayla’s point of view. Choose and circle one of the 
other characters. Rewrite the scene below from that character’s point of view.

The Garden Gator’s leaves were shriveled and brown. Where before it 
looked playful, now it looked scaly and menacing, like a real alligator. 
“Someone sabotaged it!” Ayla gasped. Darren’s face went white.

A few minutes later, while arranging some pieces of pottery, Ayla heard 
Darren shout. She found him and Mrs. Highberg in an unfamiliar hallway 
near the furnace room, surrounded by an unexpected art gallery.

“Darren, you found the missing artwork!” Mrs. Highberg cheered, but 
Ayla looked at Darren and kept quiet. 

Darren          Jeremy          Mrs. Highberg

________________________________________________________________ 
________________________________________________________________ 
________________________________________________________________ 
________________________________________________________________ 
________________________________________________________________ 
________________________________________________________________ 
________________________________________________________________ 
________________________________________________________________ 
________________________________________________________________ 
________________________________________________________________ 
________________________________________________________________ 
________________________________________________________________ 
________________________________________________________________
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Unfair Art Fair Date:

Vocabulary • Guided Practice
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Unfair Art Fair Date:

Vocabulary • Independent Practice
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Unfair Art Fair Date:

Grammar • Guided Practice

Arranging Adjectives, Adding Commas
Directions: Underline the adjectives in the sentences below. Write the sentences with 
the correct order of adjectives. Add commas where needed. Write the categories of the 
adjectives in your sentences.

1. The Garden Gator was built of green numerous long live plants. 

 ______________________________________________________________________  

 ______________________________________________________________________  

What are the categories of the adjectives?  

 ______________________________________________________________________

2. Ayla found Darren and Mrs. Highberg in a hallway surrounded by a new art 
unusual gallery. 

 ______________________________________________________________________  

 ______________________________________________________________________  

What are the categories of the adjectives?  

 ______________________________________________________________________

3. A purple beautiful long “Best in Show” ribbon blossomed from the leaves of  
the Garden Gator. 

 ______________________________________________________________________  

 ______________________________________________________________________  

What are the categories of the adjectives?  

 ______________________________________________________________________

36

G4_SRB_Book_2018.indb   36 6/29/18   12:47 PM



Unfair Art Fair Date:

Grammar • Independent Practice

Adjectives and Commas Practice Sheet
Directions: Read the sentences below. Determine the categories of the adjectives.  
Then arrange the adjectives in the proper order. Add commas where necessary.

Mrs. Highberg loves her class of 10-year-old / smart / twenty / English 
language learners.

Adjective Category

10-year-old
smart
twenty
English language

The new sentence:  _________________________________________________________  

_________________________________________________________________________

Ayla and Darren love going to the art museum where they see  
watercolor / beautiful / French / many / paintings.

Adjective Category
watercolor
beautiful
French
many

The new sentence: _________________________________________________________  

_________________________________________________________________________

Directions: Write a sentence about one of the pieces of art in the art fair using at least 
three adjectives. Use what you learned about order of adjectives and commas.

_________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________
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Unfair Art Fair Date:

Writing • Guided Practice

Pre-Writing and Drafting a Summary
1. How does the story begin? ________________________________________________  

 ______________________________________________________________________

2. Somebody wanted but so

3. From this story, I learned  _________________________________________________  

 ______________________________________________________________________  

 ______________________________________________________________________

My Summary

_________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________
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Unfair Art Fair Date:

Writing • Independent Practice

Unfair Art Fair Pre-Writing and Drafting Checklist

Strategy: Paraphrasing a Story

 F I can retell story details in 
my own words.

 F I understand why 
paraphrasing is important 
for creating a summary.

 F I can retell some story 
details in my own words but 
need help to do so.

 F I only partly understand why 
paraphrasing is important 
for creating a summary.

 F I find it very difficult to use 
my own words to retell a 
story.

 F I don’t understand why 
paraphrasing helps me 
create a summary.

Teacher Notes:  ___________________________________________________________________

Strategy: Drafting a Summary

 F My summary contains the 
right amount of information 
about the characters and 
the major events. 

 F My summary is clearly 
organized.

 F I am not sure whether my 
summary contains the right 
amount of information 
about the characters and 
the major events. 

 F My summary is mostly 
organized. 

 F My summary includes 
too little detail about the 
characters and the major 
events. 

 F My summary is not 
organized.

Teacher Notes:  ___________________________________________________________________

Something I understand now that I didn’t understand before:  

 

Something I want help with:  
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Birds of Prey in Night and Day Date:

Types of Owls
Like hawks, owls are found throughout the world. They 

are divided into two groups, or families. 

Most owls in North America belong to the typical owl 
family. Their faces are shaped like round disks. 

Owls with heart-shaped faces and long legs are members 
of the other family—the barn owl family. Only one owl from 
this family lives in North America. 

The owls in both families have large heads, short, hooked 
beaks, and sharp talons. They have excellent hearing, too. 
Owls can see clearly in low light. Owls have special feathers on 
their wings that allow them to fly silently. 

Owl eyes are large, and 
they can only look straight 
ahead. To change their views, 
owls must turn their heads—
sometimes they must turn 
their heads all the way 
around. 
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Birds of Prey in Night and Day Date:

Comprehension • Guided Practice

Hawks vs. Owls Top Hat Organizer
Directions: Use text features in Birds of Prey in Night and Day to locate information to 
compare and contrast hawks and owls. Then use the Top Hat organizer to organize the 
information clearly. 

Hawks Owls

Similarities
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Birds of Prey in Night and Day Date:

Comprehension • Independent Practice

Red-Tailed Hawks and Great Horned Owls 
Description Organizer
Directions: Use the headings of Birds of Prey in Night and Day to identify features of red-
tailed hawks and great horned owls that you would like to compare and contrast. Write 
these features in the middle column. Then complete the Description organizer.

Red-Tailed Hawk Great Horned Owl

Criteria
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Birds of Prey in Night and Day Date:

Vocabulary • Guided Practice
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Birds of Prey in Night and Day Date:

Vocabulary • Independent Practice

Context Clues Practice Sheet 
Directions: Read the text below, and use sticky notes to identify three words that you 
do not understand. Then, work with a partner to make clarifying statements, identify fix-
up strategies, and use context clues to determine what each word means. Write  
the word and the definition on the lines. 

The red-tailed hawk is one of North America’s most
common hawks. This high-flying bird can grow up to 18 to
26 inches (46–66 cm) long. It can have a wingspan of 45 to
52 inches (114–132 cm). Adult females are larger than adult
males, but both males and females have the same colors
when they are adults.

Most adult red-tailed hawks have dark brown backs with
white mottling. Their chests are light-colored. Their rounded
tails are red. This is what gives red-tailed hawks their name.

The great horned owl is one of North America’s most
common owls. This mostly nocturnal bird of prey can grow
up to 18 to 25 inches (46–64 cm) long. Its wingspan can be
between 40 and 57 inches (102–145 cm). Like the red-tailed
hawk, the adult female great horned owl is bigger than the
male, but males and females have similar colors.

Most great horned owls have bodies with mottled brown
and gray feathers. They usually have white throats and
rusty-orange faces.

1. Word:  _________________________________________________________________  

Definition:  _____________________________________________________________

2. Word:  _________________________________________________________________  

Definition: _____________________________________________________________

3. Word:  _________________________________________________________________

Definition: _____________________________________________________________
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Birds of Prey in Night and Day Date:

Grammar • Guided Practice

Sentence Construction Cards
Directions: This chart contains subjects, verbs, predicates, and objects. Use them to 
make complete sentences. 

Subject Verb Predicate Object

Owls fly fly to warm places to warm places

Hawks hunt hunt for mice for prey

Habitat kill kill small animals birds in flight

Nests eat eat their prey their prey whole

Chicks hatch hatch after 32 days in four weeks

Sticks is is a bird of prey helpless at birth

Buildings are are fierce hunters nests from sticks

Mice build build nests in trees shaped like bowls

Rodents migrate migrate to warm places in the winter
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Birds of Prey in Night and Day Date:

Grammar • Independent Practice

Fragments and Run-Ons Practice Sheet 
Directions: Each of the examples below is either a sentence fragment or a run-on 
sentence. Fix each to make one or more complete sentences. Write the complete 
sentence(s) on the line. 

1. Adult red-tailed hawks. Have dark brown backs with white mottling. 

 ______________________________________________________________________  

 ______________________________________________________________________

2. Their chests are light colored their rounded tails are red.  

 ______________________________________________________________________  

 ______________________________________________________________________

3. Red-tailed hawks. They live in North America. 

 ______________________________________________________________________  

 ______________________________________________________________________

4. Great horned owls live in many habitats they live in forests, clearings, and swamps. 

 ______________________________________________________________________  

 ______________________________________________________________________

5. Most hawks make large nests from sticks the nests are shaped like bowls. 

 ______________________________________________________________________  

 ______________________________________________________________________
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Birds of Prey in Night and Day Date:

Writing • Comparison Graphic Organizer

Comparing Red-Tailed Hawks and  
Great Horned Owls

Hawks Owls

hunt during the day
small head
small eyes

hunt at night
large round head

large eyes

Similarities

birds of prey
good eyesight
strong beaks

talons
found in many parts of the world

females are larger than males

How They Look

How They Hunt

Red-Tailed Hawk Great Horned Owl

Criteria

females and males are similar colors
mottled brown and gray feathers, 
white throats, rusty-orange faces

large head
sharp beak
talons

females and males are similar colors
dark brown backs with white 
mottling, light colored chests, red 
tails

small head
sharp beak
talons

during the day
perched on high places
mainly eat rodents, like mice

at night
perch on high places
can eat animals as big as rabbits
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Birds of Prey in Night and Day Date:

Writing • Guided Practice

Revise an Expository Text 
Directions: Revise the paragraphs below. Add Advanced Signal Words and reorganize 
the text to make it clearer. 

Red-tailed hawks and great horned owls have so many things in 

common that some people may think they are the same bird. They are 

birds of prey that hunt and kill other animals for food. They can spot their 

prey from far away. They like to perch on high places they are able to see 

very well. They have sharp talons. Which are like claws. They use these 

talons to catch and hold their prey. They have strong beaks to tear their 

prey apart when they catch it. Red-tailed hawks and great horned owls 

have body parts that make it easier for them to hunt. 

Red-tailed hawks hunt during the day great horned owls hunt at night. 

They look different from each other. Great horned owls have brown and 

gray feathers and rusty-colored faces. Red-tailed hawks have light chest 

feathers and red tails. Their backs are dark. Brown with white patches. 

Great horned owls have large eyes. And heads that can turn almost all the 

way around. Red-tailed hawks have smaller eyes and heads. They have 

many characteristics that make them different.
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Birds of Prey in Night and Day Date:

Writing • Independent Practice

Birds of Prey in Night and Day Revising Checklist
Strategy: Reorganizing and Adding Advanced Signal Words to an Expository Text

 F I can move sentences and 
phrases in an expository text 
to make it more organized.

 F I can add Advanced Signal 
Words to my writing to make 
it clearer. 

 F I can move some sentences 
and phrases in an expository 
text to make it more 
organized.

 F I can add some Advanced 
Signal Words to my writing 
to make it somewhat clearer.

 F I do not understand how to 
organize an expository text.

 F I do not understand how to 
use Advanced Signal Words 
in an expository text.

Teacher Notes:  ___________________________________________________________________

Strategy: Identifying and Correcting Fragments and Run-on Sentences

 F I can identify fragments 
in my writing and revise 
to make them complete 
sentences. 

 F I can identify run-on 
sentences, and I can revise 
them into shorter sentences, 
each with one complete 
idea. 

 F I can sometimes identify 
fragments in my writing 
and revise to make them 
complete sentences. 

 F I can sometimes identify 
run-on sentences, and I can 
sometimes revise them into 
shorter sentences, each with 
one complete idea. 

 F I do not understand what 
sentence fragments are. I 
don’t know how to make 
them complete sentences. 

 F I do not understand what 
run-on sentences are, and I 
do not know how to make 
them into shorter sentences. 

Teacher Notes:  ___________________________________________________________________

Something I understand now that I didn’t understand before:  

 

Something I want help with:  
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Elephant Rescue Date:

Elephant Rescue
“Did you know elephants can communicate with each 

other from miles away?” she asked the bus driver on the way 
to school the next morning. “They even rub trunks to greet a 
friend.”

“Did you know elephants in zoos don’t exercise enough 
to stay healthy? That’s a big reason why they don’t live nearly 
as long as elephants in the wild!” Emily informed her friend 
Jill as they walked into school. 

In class that day, Mr. Kowalski reviewed the topics his 
students had chosen for their projects. Then he reminded 
them that they would need to find at least one way to make 
their ideas public. 

How can I tell everyone in town that elephants need to live 
in the wild? Emily wondered. Suddenly the answer came to 
her. Everyone read the North Town News.
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Elephant Rescue Date:

Comprehension • Guided Practice

Communication Organizer
Directions: Complete the graphic organizer with a description of a communication in 
the story, the two settings it links, and the result of the communication. Then write the 
major event that the communication causes. 

Setting A

Communication

As a Result

Setting B

This led to a major event:  ___________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________
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Elephant Rescue Date:

Comprehension • Independent Practice

Communication Organizer Practice Sheet 
Directions: Complete the graphic organizer with a description of a communication in the 
story, the two settings it links, and the result of the communication. Then write the major 
event that the communication causes. This activity has many possible correct answers.

Setting A

Communication

As a Result

Setting B

This led to a major event:  ___________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________
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Elephant Rescue Date:

Vocabulary • Guided Practice

Word:
deep

Meaning:

Antonym:

What the writer wants me to know:

Sketch:

Word:

Meaning:

Antonym:

What the writer wants me to know:

Sketch:

Word Maps 
Directions: Complete the word maps to help you find the meaning of the words that 
the writer wants you to know.
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Elephant Rescue Date:

Vocabulary • Independent Practice

Sentence: ________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________

Sentence: ________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________

Word Maps Practice Sheet 
Directions: Write a sentence that has a word like said or asked. Write a new dialogue 
word in the center of the word map. Then write its meaning. Write your revised sentence 
with your new dialogue word. Write what you want readers to know when they read 
your new sentence.

Word:

Meaning: My revised sentence:

What I want readers to know:

Word:

Meaning: My revised sentence:

What I want readers to know:
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Elephant Rescue Date:

Grammar • Guided Practice

Relative Adverb Clauses 
Directions: Read the sentences. Search for the full sentences in Elephant Rescue. Mark 
an X where a clause belongs. Write the clause on the first line, and write E for event or 
S for setting to show what the clause tells about. Then write the details the clause adds 
and what the clause helps you understand. 

1. Emily’s Aunt Jen was in the Peace Corps in Africa. She went on safaris with her friends. 
They drove across the savannas. 

_________________________________      ___________________________________  

The clauses tell  _________________________________________________________  

 ______________________________________________________________________  

The clauses help me understand: ___________________________________________  

 ______________________________________________________________________

2. “Did you know elephants have funerals for family members?” she asked her father as 
they washed the dishes after dinner. 

 ______________________________________ 

The clause tells _________________________________________________________

The clauses help me understand: ___________________________________________ 

 ______________________________________________________________________

3. She couldn’t wait to tell Mr. Kowalski. “You should be proud of yourself,” said Mr. K. 
“You helped make people aware of a problem, and you helped make them care.” 

  ______________________________________  

The clause tells _________________________________________________________  

The clause helps me understand:  __________________________________________  

 ______________________________________________________________________
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Elephant Rescue Date:

Grammar • Independent Practice

Relative Adverb Clauses Practice Sheet 
Directions: Choose the best relative adverb clause from the clause bank to add more 
details to each sentence below. Write it in the blank space. Write an S for setting or E  
for event at the end of the sentence. Use a clause only once.

Clause Bank
 when they eat breakfast whenever you want to change things,
 where he couldn’t see when people read them
 wherever they lived where he sat

1. Louis poked at Emily’s shoulder from  _______________________________________
behind her and whispered, “I’m only ten! I’m not sure I’m ready for all that 
responsibility!”

2. Suddenly the answer came to her. Everyone read the North Town News,  

 ______________________________________________________________________

3. “Emily, I’m impressed with your letter,” remarked Mr. Kowalski. “You’ve got some solid 

facts here that will really help make your case ________________________________

4. I went all the way to Africa to make a difference in people’s lives here. You have 

shown the world that  ____________________________________________________
you don’t even need to leave home!” 

Directions: Choose a sentence from Elephant Rescue that you can revise using a relative 
adverb clause starting with when or whenever and a sentence that you can revise with 
a clause using where or wherever. You might have to change a few other words in the 
sentences. Write the new sentences.

1.  ______________________________________________________________________  

 ______________________________________________________________________

2.  ______________________________________________________________________  

 ______________________________________________________________________
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Elephant Rescue Date:

Writing • Fact Sheet

Elephant Fact Sheet
General information:
1. Since 1991, 21 zoos have closed their elephant exhibit.
2. Elephant sanctuaries in Tennessee, California, Thailand, and Kenya allow 

released elephants to live out their lives in a natural habitat that meets 
elephant needs. 

3. African elephants are listed as Vulnerable; Asian elephants are listed as 
Endangered species.

Activity: 
4. Elephants in the wild are active for 18 hours a day, and they travel as much as 

30 miles in a day.
5. They play with each other when swimming in rivers, playing in mud, having a 

chase game.
6. They spend 16 to 18 hours feeding on up to 300 pounds of vegetation each 

day (grass, small plants, bushes, fruit, twigs, tree bark, roots).
7. Bored elephants or elephants that lack enough activity often develop an 

unhealthy habit of swaying in place or swinging their trunk.
8. Older elephants that have lived in small spaces sometimes become more wild 

and violent.

Ability:
9. Elephants have highly developed brains, which make them very intelligent.
10. They solve problems, use tools, remember routes to water holes after long 

stretches of time or distance, remember friends after being apart for many 
years.

11. They have an excellent sense of smell and can hear better than humans can.
12. Their bodies are adapted to warm climates.

Emotions:
13. Wild elephants live in large, family herds headed by females.
14. Elephants form strong bonds with each other.
15. Elephants understand when another elephant is upset and try to comfort 

them by stroking them with their trunk or making a chirping sound.
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Elephant Rescue Date:

Writing • Guided Practice

Pre-Write Organizer 
Directions: Collect facts to support your opinion about elephants living in zoos. 

My opinion statement:  ____________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________

Where Found? Elephant Fact
How It Supports  

My Opinion

A Plan for My Draft:
Paragraph 1: state the issue and give my opinion
Paragraph 2: two arguments with supporting facts
Paragraph 3: third (strongest) argument with supporting facts
Paragraph 4: conclusion that reviews my opinion and offers a solution
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Elephant Rescue Date:

Writing • Independent Practice

Elephant Rescue Pre-Writing and Drafting Checklist

Strategy: Pre-Writing and Drafting an Opinion: Editorial

 F I can write a statement that 
clearly tells my opinion 
about an issue.

 F I can find many facts in a 
fictional story.

 F I can explain how the facts 
I chose support my opinion 
statement.

 F I can write a statement that 
tells my opinion about an 
issue, but it is not very clear. 

 F I can find some facts in a 
fictional story. 

 F I can explain how some of 
the facts I chose support my 
opinion statement.

 F I don’t know how to write 
a statement that tells my 
opinion about an issue.

 F I cannot find facts in a 
fictional story.

 F I cannot explain how facts I 
chose support my opinion 
statement. 

Teacher Notes:  ___________________________________________________________________

Something I understand now that I didn’t understand before:  

 

Something I want help with:  
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Stay Away Date:

Stay Away
Rattle, Buzz, Screech

Some animals stay alive because they make sounds that 
warn other animals not to come near. When a rattlesnake 
senses danger nearby, it puffs up its body and shakes its tail. 
Tiger moths also use sound. They use a squeaky clicking 
noise to fend off bat attacks. Monkeys warn other monkeys 
by screeching and howling. Even though their sounds are 
different, they all work the same way, telling other animals  
to back off. 

Whether animals howl, hide, make a stink, play dead, use 
camouflage, or protect themselves somehow, they send the 
same message: “Stay away!”
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Stay Away Date:

Comprehension • Guided Practice

Top Hat Organizers
Hide and Seek

Similarities

Rattle, Buzz, Screech: Animal Sounds

Similarities

62

G4_SRB_Book_2018.indb   62 6/29/18   12:47 PM



Stay Away Date:

Comprehension • Independent Practice

Compare/Contrast Practice Sheet
Copycats

king snake coral snake monarch butterfly viceroy butterfly

Similarities

Compare Advanced Signal Words:  ____________________________________________

Key details I understand:  ____________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________

Contrast Advanced Signal Words: _____________________________________________

Key details I understand:  ____________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________
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Stay Away Date:

Vocabulary • Guided Practice

Context Clues Chart
Directions: Locate the given word in the text, and then use context clues to determine 
what the author meant by the word. In the “Clues from the Text” column, explain which 
context clue(s) you used and how they helped you understand the word’s meaning. 

Word/
Location  

in Text

What the Author 
Meant Clues from the Text 

adaptation, 
paragraph 3

The context clue(s) I used: 

The clue(s) tell me: 

camouflage, 
paragraph 4

The context clue(s) I used: 

The clue(s) tell me: 

scurries, 
caption  
page 45

The context clue(s) I used: 

The clue(s) tell me: 
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Stay Away Date:

Vocabulary • Independent Practice

Context Clues Practice Sheet 
Directions: Search Stay Away for unknown words, and then use context clues to 
determine what the author meant by the word. In the “Clues from the Text” column, 
explain which context clue(s) you used and how they helped you understand the  
word’s meaning. 

Word/
Location  

in Text

What the Author  
Meant Clues from the Text 

The context clue(s) I used: 

The clue(s) tell me: 

The context clue(s) I used: 

The clue(s) tell me: 

The context clue(s) I used: 

The clue(s) tell me: 

Accountable Talk Sentence Stems

I think the word means  _____________________________________________________  

because  _________________________________________________________________ . 

I agree with  ______________________________________________________________ ; 

however  _________________________________________________________________ .

According to the text/picture, ________________________________________________ . 

Consider what you know about  ______________________________________________ . 

The text/picture shows that  _________________________________________________ . 
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Stay Away Date:

Grammar • Guided Practice

Relative Pronouns Barbell Graphic Organizer
Directions: Identify the relative pronoun in the sentences. Write the relative pronoun on 
the bar of the barbell. On the left side of the barbell, write the noun. On the right side, 
write the additional details or the clause that follows the relative pronoun.

1. Unlike the golden poison dart frog, which has enough poison to kill 20,000 mice,  
the waxy monkey frog is a good pet.

2. The polar bear, whose white fur helps it blend in with its environment, would not 
blend with the environment of a grizzly bear. 

3. The sloth moves so slowly that algae and moss can grow on it. 
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Stay Away Date:

Grammar • Independent Practice

Relative Pronouns Practice Sheet
Directions: Use the word bank to make up your own complete sentences that contain 
a noun, a relative pronoun, a relative pronoun clause, and a final clause that completes 
the sentence. Then fill in the barbell graphic organizer. 

Noun Relative  
Pronoun

Relative Pronoun Clause Final Clause to Complete 
the Sentence

turtle
duck

armadillo
plant

whom
which
whose

that 
who

has a hard shell  
was swimming in the lake
soft body needs protection
is eaten by frogs 

Your choice!

Sentence 1: _______________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________

Sentence 2: _______________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________
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Stay Away Date:

Writing • Guided Practice

Using RAFT to Plan and Draft
Role:  Audience: 

Format:  Topic: 

Main Idea/Topic Sentence:

First of all,

Second,

Concluding Idea:

Before you begin drafting, think about the following:

• What do I know about this audience?
• Am I persuading, informing, or entertaining the audience?
• If I were part of this audience, what would I want to know? 
• What do I want my audience to feel, understand, know, or do after reading  

my expository text?
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Stay Away Date:

Writing • Independent Practice

Stay Away Planning and Drafting Checklist
Strategy: Pre-Writing Using a RAFT Outline Graphic Organizer

 F I understand how to use 
RAFT to pre-write.

 F I understand why it’s 
important to consider 
the writer’s role and the 
intended audience when I 
pre-write.

 F I somewhat understand 
how to use RAFT to pre-
write.

 F I somewhat understand 
why it’s important to 
consider the writer’s role 
and the intended audience 
when I pre-write.

 F I don’t understand how to use 
RAFT to pre-write; the parts of 
RAFT are not clear to me.

 F I don’t really understand why 
it’s important to consider the 
writer’s role and the intended 
audience when I pre-write.

Teacher Notes:  ___________________________________________________________________

Strategy: Drafting an Expository Text 

 F I can write from a particular 
role and speak directly to 
my specific audience. 

 F I understand how to use a 
graphic organizer to guide 
me as I draft an expository 
text.

 F It is somewhat challenging for 
me to write from a particular 
role and speak directly to my 
specific audience. 

 F I found it somewhat 
challenging to understand 
how to use a graphic 
organizer to guide me as I 
draft an expository text.

 F I found it impossible to write 
from a particular role and 
speak directly to my specific 
audience. 

 F I don’t understand how 
to use a graphic organizer 
to guide me as I draft an 
expository text.

Teacher Notes:  ___________________________________________________________________

Something I understand now that I didn’t understand before:  

 

Something I want help with:  
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Team Amanda Date:

Guiding the Reading • Fluency

Team Amanda
Taking a deep breath, Amanda walked into the kitchen and 

sat down at the table.

“All ready for school?” said her father.

“Of course she is,” said Sunnie, handing Amanda a plate of 
eggs and toast. “I’ll bet her bed is made and her books are in 
alphabetical order in her backpack!” But she winked as she said it.

“I have something to say,” Amanda said quietly, staring down 
at her plate. And then the words poured out: “I know we are a 
basketball family. Everyone thinks I’m going to play, too, but I 
don’t want to play basketball. I like watching, but I don’t really 
want to play any sport. I want to be on a different kind of team.”

Anticipation Guide
Before Reading After Reading

Statement

1. The girl in the picture on page 49 dreams of 
being a great basketball player.

2. Parents think it is important for their children 
to play sports.

3. Girls are not interested in science and 
technology.

4. It’s best to be quiet if you disagree with your 
family.
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Team Amanda Date:

Comprehension • Guided Practice

Making Inferences Graphic Organizer 
Directions: Complete the graphic organizers and make an inference to answer the 
questions about Team Amanda.

When I read . . .

When I read . . .

I think . . .

I think . . .

because . . .

because . . .

Now I understand: ________________________________________________________

Now I understand: ________________________________________________________

How does Amanda feel at the end of the story?

What is the message behind Amanda’s final dialogue, “I’ll be the loudest one 
in the stands”?
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Team Amanda Date:

Comprehension • Independent Practice

Making Inferences Graphic Organizer  
Practice Sheet 
Directions: Read paragraphs 11 and 13 on page 53 of Team Amanda. Complete the 
graphic organizers and make inferences to answer the questions.

When I read . . .

When I read . . .

I think . . .

I think . . .

because . . .

because . . .

Now I understand: ________________________________________________________

Now I understand: ________________________________________________________

How does Cindy feel when she finds out Amanda doesn’t want to 
play basketball?

How does the author show us that Amanda starts to feel differently as she 
talks to her family?
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Team Amanda Date:

Synonyms and Antonyms
Directions: Write a synonym or antonym based on the directions below. Explain why 
the new word does or does not change or clarify the meaning of the sentence.

Mom had been the star of the champion Lady Falcons, her gleaming 
trophies still decorating the bookshelf. And Sunnie and Cindy had 

jumped right into Mom’s footsteps. 

1. Write a synonym for gleaming: _____________________

Mom had been the star of the champion Lady Falcons, her _____________________ 
trophies still decorating the bookshelf.

This new word does/does not change the meaning of the sentence because:  

 ______________________________________________________________________  

 ______________________________________________________________________

2. Choose a word from the second sentence. Write a synonym for it. Rewrite the 
sentence with your synonym.

Word: ________________________   Synonym: ________________________

Sunnie and Cindy had ____________________________________________________

This new word does/does not change the meaning of the sentence because:  

 ______________________________________________________________________  

 ______________________________________________________________________

She had tried to get up the courage to tell them, but she  
always found some excuse not to begin the conversation.

3. Write an antonym for the act of always finding some excuse:  ___________________

She had tried to get up the __________________ to tell them, but she always found 
some excuse not to begin the conversation.

This new word does/does not clarify the meaning of the sentence because:  

 ______________________________________________________________________
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Team Amanda Date:

Vocabulary • Independent Practice

Synonyms and Antonyms Practice Sheet 
Directions: Read these sentences from Team Amanda. In each sentence, write a 
synonym or antonym on the blank. Read the sentence again. Explain why the new word 
does or does not change or clarify the meaning of the sentence.

1. And then the words poured out: “I know we are a basketball family.”  
(from paragraph 10)

And then the words _____________________ out: “I know we are a basketball family.”

Synonym for poured: _____________________

This new word does/does not change the meaning of the sentence because:  

 ______________________________________________________________________  

 ______________________________________________________________________

2. Amanda’s heart was pounding. (from paragraph 11)

Amanda’s heart was _____________________.

Synonym for pounding: _____________________

This new word does/does not change the meaning of the sentence because:  

 ______________________________________________________________________  

 ______________________________________________________________________

3. Amanda realized she’d been holding her breath. Now she exhaled at last.  
(from paragraph 19)

Amanda realized she’d been holding her breath. Now she _____________________ 
at last.

Antonym for holding her breath: _____________________

This new word does/does not clarify the meaning of the sentence because:  

 ______________________________________________________________________  

 ______________________________________________________________________
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Team Amanda Date:

Grammar • Guided Practice

Clear Sentences 
Directions: Read each sentence. Circle the subjects and underline the predicates.  
Write C on the blank if the sentence is complete. Write F if the sentence is a fragment. 
Rewrite the fragments.

1. _______ Amanda shook her head.  _________________________________________

2. _______ Another Ryneldi Becenti!  _________________________________________

3. _______ This part of New Mexico.  __________________________________________

4. _______ Now she exhaled at last.  __________________________________________

Directions: Read each sentence. Circle the subjects and underline the predicates.  
Write C on the blank if the sentence is complete. Write R if the sentence is a run-on. 
Correct the run-ons. 

5. _______ Amanda walked into the kitchen, and Sunnie handed her a plate.

6. _______ Amanda had smiled respectfully she didn’t say anything.

7. _______ Everyone thinks I’m going to play, too, but I don’t want to play basketball.

8. _______ Mom and Sunnie were next to the stove Dad put the newspaper aside.
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Team Amanda Date:

Grammar • Independent Practice

Clear Sentences Practice Sheet
Directions: Read each sentence. Write C on the blank if the sentence is complete. 
Write R if the sentence is a run-on and write F if the sentence is a fragment. Rewrite the 
sentences that are run-ons and fragments on the lines below the paragraph. There are 
different ways to make the sentences correct.

(1____ ) Amanda knew that basketball had always been the  

heart of her family’s life. (2____ ) Mom had been a basketball star.  

(3____ ) Lots of trophies. (4____ ) Sunnie was the captain of her team this year Cindy 

had been shooting hoops. (5 ____ ) All summer long. (6 ____ ) Amanda knew everyone 

expected her to play basketball even Mrs. Nez told her that her legs were long. 

_________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________
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Team Amanda Date:

Writing • Opinion Text

Model Opinion Text
Revise Using ARMS

The Family That Plays Together
 quality

It is important for family members to spend good time together. 
for families to spend time together
 sports important proud
One way^is by playing^. It is also good for children to make their parents glad 
 robotics
in Team Amanda Amanda decides to join a ^teem not a basketball team. 
	 Amanda’s	height	also	suggests	she	would	be	good	at	basketball.
This is a mistake, because Amanda comes from a basketball family. ^
Her mother and sister were

^Leaders of their teams. Amanda should have joined a basketball team she 

could play the game with her sisters and make her parents proud.

Edit Using CUPS
It is important for family members to spend quality time together. 

One way for families to spend time together is by playing sports. It is also important
 p. cap. p.
for children to make their parents proud  in Team Amanda Amanda decides to 
 sp.
join a robotics teem not a basketball team. This is a mistake, because Amanda 

comes from a basketball family. Her mother and sister were leaders of their teams.
 so
Amanda should have joined a basketball team^she could play the game with her 

sisters and make her parents proud.
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Team Amanda Date:

Writing • Guided Practice

Revising an Opinion Text
Directions: Use ARMS to revise each paragraph. Then use CUPS to edit each 
paragraph.

The Family That Plays Together

The narrator says that basketball is the heart of family life. By not,  

Amanda is taking the heart out of her family. Sunnie is the captain of her 

basketball team Cindy has been practing all summer. Amanda will not be 

able to spend time with her sisters, since Sunnie and Cindy. Amanda will 

not have time for basketball she will not be able to spend quality time  

with her sistors.

Amanda’s family is known for their good skills. Even the  

neighbor. Everyone is expecting Amanda to be a good basketball  

player. When Amanda joins the robotics team, she will frustrate her  

family and everyone who knows her family. It will be difficult for her 

parents to be glad for her. This will make her family weeker,  

not stronger Amanda should join the basketball team, not the  

robotics team. 
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Team Amanda Date:

Writing • Independent Practice

Team Amanda Revising and Editing Checklist
Strategy: ARMS (Add, Remove, Move, Substitute)

 F I understand and can 
recognize when to use the 
ARMS strategy.

 F I can add words and 
substitute synonyms to 
make the text clearer.

 F The revised text is much 
better than it was before.

 F I sometimes understand and 
sometimes recognize when 
to use the ARMS strategy.

 F I can sometimes add words 
and substitute synonyms 
to make parts of the text 
clearer.

 F The revised text is a little 
better than it was before.

 F I don’t really understand what 
ARMS is or when to use it.

 F I don’t know how to add 
words and substitute 
synonyms in a text.

 F I don’t know how to use 
ARMS to revise, so I didn’t 
know how to improve the 
text.

Teacher Notes:  ___________________________________________________________________

Strategy: CUPS (Capitalization, Understanding, Punctuation, Spelling)

 F I understand and can 
recognize when to use the 
CUPS strategy.

 F I can use correct 
capitalization and 
punctuation to correct run-
ons and fragments.

 F I sometimes understand and 
sometimes recognize when 
to use the CUPS strategy.

 F I can sometimes use 
correct capitalization and 
punctuation to correct run-
ons and fragments.

 F The edited text is a little 
better than it was before.

 F I don’t really understand what 
CUPS is or when to use it.

 F I don’t know how to use 
correct capitalization and 
punctuation to correct run-
ons and fragments.

Teacher Notes:  ___________________________________________________________________

Something I understand now that I didn’t understand before:  

 

Something I want help with:  
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Liberty’s Lady Date:

Liberty’s Lady
Even more improvements have been made to Liberty 

Island in the twenty-first century. After September 11, 2001, 
many safety features were added. In 2011, officials closed the 
inside of the pedestal for a year to make more repairs. And in 
2012–2013, workers fixed damage caused by Hurricane Sandy.

Today, officials are planning to move the small museum 
inside the pedestal to a new location. The museum will be 
moving to a much bigger building with 20,000 square feet 
(1858 sq. m) of space. Many more visitors will be able to 
explore the exhibits.

Lady Liberty will always need to be maintained. But for 
those of us who are inspired by her beauty and message, the 
work is worth it.
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Liberty’s Lady Date:

Comprehension • Guided Practice
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Liberty’s Lady Date:

Comprehension • Independent Practice
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Liberty’s Lady Date:

Vocabulary • Guided Practice

Greek and Latin Roots and Affixes
Directions: Define the words by looking “inside” the word for roots and affixes. Then 
think of known words with similar roots and affixes and apply what you know about 
these words to the unknown words. Check your definition by finding “outside-the-word” 
context clues from the text. You may refer to the Greek and Latin Roots anchor chart and 
the Common Prefixes and Suffixes anchor chart for support.

Whole word: pedestal

Word parts:

Meanings of word parts:

Literal definition:

 Whole word: liberty

 Word parts:

 Meanings of word parts:

Literal definition:

Outside-the-word context clue: ______________________________________________
 
_________________________________________________________________________

Outside-the-word context clue: ______________________________________________
 
_________________________________________________________________________
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Liberty’s Lady Date:

Vocabulary • Independent Practice

Greek and Latin Roots and Affixes Practice Sheet
Directions: Choose two unknown words from the text. Identify each word’s root and 
affixes. Use what you know to define the roots and affixes. Create a definition of the 
word. Draw a picture or symbol of the word and/or its root and affixes. Write your own 
sentence using the word.

Word: Picture/symbol: 

Word part definitions: 

Best-guess definition: Sentence:

Word: Picture/symbol: 

Word part definitions:

Best-guess definition: Sentence:

Directions: Use the prefix or suffix in each word to determine the word’s meaning. 
Discuss your answers with a partner.

fortunately   ___________________________________________________________

independence  ___________________________________________________________

rebuilt  ___________________________________________________________
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Liberty’s Lady Date:

Grammar • Guided Practice

Verb Tenses
Directions: Circle the verb that best completes the sentence, given the author’s reason 
for writing this text. Then explain why you used each verb choice. These sentences are 
taken from the text, so you may check your answers by referring to the text.

1. A French scholar named Édouard de Laboulaye wants / wanted / is wanting France 
to give the United States a great statue. 

 ______________________________________________________________________  

 ______________________________________________________________________

2. Workers build / built / will build a model of the statue first. It is / was / will be made 
of wood and plaster. The actual statue has / had/ is having an iron framework, and 
the outer “skin” is / was / will be thin copper sheeting. 

 ______________________________________________________________________  

 ______________________________________________________________________  

 ______________________________________________________________________  

 ______________________________________________________________________

3. She wears / wore / is wearing a crown with seven rays and held / is holding / holds  
a shining torch in her hand. 

 ______________________________________________________________________  

 ______________________________________________________________________

4. For a challenge, write the following sentence using only present-tense verbs.

When the ships carrying the parts of the statue arrived in New York in June 
1885, the pedestal still was not ready!

 ______________________________________________________________________  

 ______________________________________________________________________

How does the meaning of this sentence change when it’s written in present tense?

 ______________________________________________________________________  

 ______________________________________________________________________
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Liberty’s Lady Date:

Grammar • Independent Practice

Verb Tenses Practice Sheet
Directions: Read the journal entry of a young person who is visiting New York City  
for the first time. When there are choices for verb tense, look at the context and the 
author’s intent, and circle the correct verb tense. In the right column, explain how you 
made your selection.

My Visit to the Statue of Liberty

Yesterday was my first day in New York 

City, also known as “The Big Apple,” and  

I could not believe what a great day  

I will have / am having / had.

Before we arrive / arrived, I made /  

am making / make a list of all the things  

I wanted to do.

I’ve always wanted to see the Statue  

of Liberty, and at this very moment, we 

are / were taking the ferry to see the 

famous Lady Liberty!

I see / saw / will see her in the distance, 

and she is / was as beautiful as I 

imagined / will imagine she would be.

I know immigrants who arrived in the 

early 1900s were / are impressed by her 

beauty and by what she represents /

represented.

After I get home, I have / will have /

had so many great memories . . . and 

hundreds of photographs!
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Liberty’s Lady Date:

Writing • Model Notes

Liberty’s Lady Model Notes 
Paragraph 2:

• The Statue of Liberty stands over 111 feet (34 m) from head to toe. She holds a bright torch, 
covered in 24K gold leaf. From the ground to the torch is over 305 feet (93 m). Weighs 450,000 
pounds (204,116.6 kg).

• located in New York Harbor

Paragraph 3:

• more than 4 million people visit every year

• 377 steps up to Lady Liberty’s crown 

• museum exhibits inside the statue’s pedestal

• People reflect on what the statue has meant to the many different people who’ve come to  
America over the years and also, what the statue says about America.

Paragraph 4: 

• 1865: Édouard de Laboulaye wanted France to give the United States a gift honoring the 
Declaration of Independence and the idea of freedom for all people. 

• sculptor Frédéric-Auguste Bartholdi was chosen to create statue

• Official name: “Liberty Enlightening the World”

Paragraph 5

• Bartholdi wanted to put the statue on Bedloe’s Island in New York Harbor. 

• Bartholdi started work in 1872; he worked on the project for more than ten years. It was  
completed in 1884. 

Paragraph 6

• Americans building the statue’s pedestal, but ran out of money

• ship carrying parts of the statue arrived in 1885, but the pedestal wasn’t finished

• Americans raised enough money; by 1886, the pedestal was complete.

Paragraph 7

• In 1886, U.S. President Grover Cleveland unveiled the statue.

Sidebar

• 1933: The National Park Service takes control of Bedloe’s Island. 1956: Bedloe’s Island is renamed 
Liberty Island.

Model Summary
The Statue of Liberty, located in New York Harbor, was dedicated in 1886. It was a 
gift from France honoring the idea of freedom for all people. It took French sculptor 
Frédéric-Auguste Bartholdi more than ten years to complete the statue, which stands 
over 305 feet (93 m) tall from the torch to the base of the pedestal. 
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Liberty’s Lady Date:

Writing • Guided Practice

Revising a Summary
Directions: Read the summary below. Decide what is the main topic and who your 
audience is. Then revise the summary.

The Statue of Liberty, located in New York Harbor, was dedicated in 

1886. It was a gift from France honoring the idea of freedom for all 

people. It took French sculptor Frédéric-Auguste Bartholdi more than 

ten years to complete the statue, which stands over 305 feet (93 m) tall 

from the torch to the base of the pedestal. 

The pedastal holds a museum. People can climb steps up to Liberty’s 

crown.

From the beginning, the Statue of Liberty always stands for freedom. 

The crown and torch are symbols of her power . She looks like the Roman 

goddess of liberty. And the broken chains at her feet stand for freedom. 

She sends a message of hope to the world. I think everyone should visit 

the Statue of Liberty. 
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Liberty’s Lady Date:

Writing • Independent Practice

Liberty’s Lady Planning and Revising Checklist

Strategy: Revising a Summary with MIDAC and ARMS

 F I can use MIDAC to revise, 
for example, to reorganize 
a summary, delete 
unnecessary information, 
and add key details.

 F I can use ARMS to add 
details, remove unnecessary 
details, move sentences, and 
substitute words.

 F I can focus on the audience 
of the summary and the 
purpose for writing the 
summary.

 F I can use MIDAC to revise 
some parts of a summary.

 F I can use ARMS to add 
some details, remove 
some unnecessary details, 
move some sentences, and 
substitute words.

 F I had some trouble focusing 
on the audience and 
figuring out the purpose of 
the summary.

 F I am confused by using 
MIDAC to revise a summary. 

 F I am confused by how to use 
ARMS.

 F I do not understand who 
the audience could be and 
what was the purpose of this 
summary.

Teacher Notes:  ___________________________________________________________________

Something I understand now that I didn’t understand before:  

 

Something I want help with:  
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Lightfoot’s Antlers Date:

Lightfoot’s Antlers
Lightfoot spoke as if he really meant every word he said, 

but still Peter couldn’t . . . he just couldn’t believe that those 
wonderful great antlers had grown out of Lightfoot’s head in  
a single summer. 

“Where did you leave your old ones, and when did they 
come off?” he asked. There was doubt in the very tone of his 
voice. 

“They dropped off last spring, but I don’t remember just 
where,” replied Lightfoot. “I was too glad to be rid of them 
to notice where they dropped. You see, they were loose and 
uncomfortable. I hadn’t any more use for them because I 
knew that my new ones would be bigger and better. I’ve got 
one more point on each than I had last year.” 

Guiding the Reading • Fluency 91
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Lightfoot’s Antlers Date:

Comprehension • Guided Practice

Using Key Details to Summarize 
Directions: Read paragraphs 7–11. Find the details in this section of the story.  
Then identify the key details and the main idea in the story so far by retelling this 
section of the story in your own words.

Details from the text:

Inferences I can make:

The main idea is  ___________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________

With a partner, retell this section of the story. 
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Lightfoot’s Antlers Date:

Comprehension • Independent Practice

Using Key Details to Summarize  
Practice Sheet
Directions: Work with a partner to review the main idea and key details in Lightfoot’s 
Antlers. Take notes as you discuss in the chart below. Then use MIDAC and summarize 
the story in your own words.

Main Idea:  _______________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________

Key details:

My Summary:  ____________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________
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Lightfoot’s Antlers Date:

Vocabulary • Guided Practice

Context Clues
Directions: Read the paragraph below. Create a word map for each underlined word.  
In your word map, include clarifying statements, questions you asked, and context 
clues you used to figure out the word’s meaning. 

Peter Rabbit was puzzled. He stared at Lightfoot the Deer a wee bit 
suspiciously. “Have you been tearing somebody’s coat?” he asked. He 
didn’t like to think it of Lightfoot, whom he always had believed quite as 
gentle, harmless, and timid as himself. But what else could he think?

puzzled wee

timid
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Lightfoot’s Antlers Date:

Context Clues Practice Sheet
Directions: Search through the story for unknown words. Create a word map for two 
or three unknown words. In your word map, include clarifying statements you made, 
questions you asked, and context clues you used to figure out the word’s meaning. You 
may use your teacher as a resource to check your meaning.

Vocabulary • Independent Practice

My meaning:

My meaning:

My meaning:

Teacher’s meaning:

Teacher’s meaning:

Teacher’s meaning:

Word:

Word:

Word:
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Lightfoot’s Antlers Date:

Grammar • Guided Practice

Be a Language Detective!
Directions: Read the paragraph below. Use the key to 
determine how to code the verbs and subjects. If the 
subject is unclear, write who or what it refers to in the 
space above.

Then discuss with a partner how being a language 
detective helps you figure out who or what the action is 
connected to, and how that helps your comprehension.

Key

What to do: Example:

verb = underline drop

tense = circle ending or form dropped ; ran; will drop

subject = two underlines Lightfoot

Lightfoot rubbed his antlers on a tree. 

“I have the finest antlers ever. When 

the rest of those rags fall off, they 

will be the most handsome set in the 

Green Forest.”
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Lightfoot’s Antlers Date:

Grammar • Independent Practice

Language Detective Practice Sheet
Directions: Read the paragraph below. Use the key to determine how to code the verbs 
and subjects. If the subject is unclear, write who or what it refers to in the space above.  
Then write your answer to the question below.

Key

What to do: Example:

verb = underline drop

tense = circle ending or form dropped ; ran; will drop

subject = two underlines Lightfoot

“Bossy the Cow never has new horns. But I have a new  

pair of antlers every year.” Lightfoot tossed his head.  

He rattled his antlers against a tree. “Next year, they will 

grow even bigger!”

How does noticing the pronouns help you figure out who or what the action is 

connected to? _____________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________
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Lightfoot’s Antlers Date:

Writing • Sample Pre-Write

Sample Pre-Write
Question: How did Lightfoot’s traits and actions have an impact on the plot and on Peter?

Sample statement: Lightfoot is patient and good-natured. This impacts the plot as he 
tries to explain, over and over, his new antlers to Peter. However, Peter is still suspicious. 
Finally, Jumper explains Lightfoot’s antlers to Peter. Then Peter admires Lightfoot’s 
antlers. Appreciating Lightfoot’s antlers allows Peter to think about something great  
that possibly could happen to him.

My statement (optional):  __________________________________________________  

_________________________________________________________________________  

_________________________________________________________________________

Drafting a Character Analysis Graphic Organizer
Question Text Evidence Analysis

How does Lightfoot 
act?

What does Lightfoot 
say?

How does Lightfoot 
treat Peter?

How does Peter treat 
Lightfoot?
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Lightfoot’s Antlers Date:

Writing • Guided Practice

Drafting a Character Analysis 
Lightfoot was  _____________________________________________________________  

_________________________________________________________________________  

This is shown in the text  ____________________________________________________  

_________________________________________________________________________

Lightfoot’s traits impacted the plot  ___________________________________________  

_________________________________________________________________________

This is shown in the text  ____________________________________________________  

_________________________________________________________________________  

_________________________________________________________________________

Peter was ______________________ by Lightfoot  _______________________________  

_________________________________________________________________________  

This is shown in the text  ____________________________________________________  

_________________________________________________________________________

[Conclusion] ______________________________________________________________  

_________________________________________________________________________  

_________________________________________________________________________
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Lightfoot’s Antlers Date:

Writing • Independent Practice

Lightfoot’s Antlers Pre-Writing and Drafting Checklist
Strategy: Understanding a Character’s Impact on Plot and Characters

 F I can understand and find 
evidence to show how a 
character’s actions, feelings, 
words, and personality 
impact the plot as well as 
other characters. 

 F I can explain how and why 
a character’s actions reveal 
details about his character.

 F I somewhat understand and 
might be able to find some 
evidence to show how a 
character’s actions, feelings, 
words, and personality 
impact the plot as well as 
other characters. 

 F It’s not very easy for me 
to explain how and why a 
character’s actions reveal his 
character.

 F I really don’t understand, 
nor do I know how to find 
evidence that shows, how a 
character’s actions, feelings, 
words, and personality 
impact the plot as well  
as other characters.

 F I have no idea how to 
explain how and why a 
character’s actions reveal  
his character.

Teacher Notes:  ___________________________________________________________________

Strategy: Drafting a Character Analysis

 F My draft has text evidence 
that supports my main idea. 

 F My draft is clearly organized 
and contains explanation 
and analysis to show how 
the text evidence supports 
my main idea.

 F My draft has some text 
evidence that supports my 
main idea, but it could use 
more.

 F My draft is somewhat 
organized and contains 
explanation and analysis to 
show how the text evidence 
supports my main idea.

 F My draft has very little text 
evidence that supports my 
main idea. 

 F My draft is not well 
organized and contains 
very little explanation and 
analysis to show how the 
text evidence supports my 
main idea.

Teacher Notes:  ___________________________________________________________________

Something I understand now that I didn’t understand before:  

 

Something I want help with:  
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Terrific Tongues Date:

Terrific Tongues
Anteaters

Anteaters also use their tongues for catching insects. Like 
human tongues, anteater tongues are covered in saliva, or 
spit, but their saliva is super-sticky. The sticky saliva helps 
them catch the tiny insects that make up most of their diet. 
For example, they eat mostly ants and termites. 

To catch a meal, the anteater tears into an anthill or a termite 
mound with its claws. Then, the anteater flicks its long, sticky 
tongue in and out of the anthill or termite mound. They flick 
their tongues up to about 150 times per minute so the ants 
cannot bite them as much. The sticky saliva traps the insects. 
Spikes on the anteater’s tongue and in its mouth crush up the 
insects before the anteater swallows them.

Guiding the Reading • Fluency 101

G4_SRB_Book_2018.indb   101 6/29/18   12:47 PM



Terrific Tongues Date:

Comprehension • Guided Practice

Note-Taking Graphic Organizer
Directions: Using Basic Signal Words and text features, note key details. Then write your 
understanding and draw conclusions.

Notes My Thinking
Who/What: Chameleons catch prey with their 
sticky tongues.

Where: uses the end of its tongue

How: tongues go from 0 to 60 mph; flings its 
tongue at an insect and then recoils

Why: has to be speedy

A chameleon’s tongue is specially designed to 
help it catch bugs that could otherwise run away. 
Its tongue must be faster than a bug and faster 
than the chameleon could move to chase a bug.

Who/What: 

Where:

How:

Why:

Who/What: 

Where:

How:

Why:

Who/What: 

Where:

How:

Why:

Who/What: 

Where:

How:

Why:
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Terrific Tongues Date:

Comprehension • Independent Practice

Reading Response Practice Sheet 
Directions: Plan your thinking with pre-writing. Then, summarize your learning and 
new understanding by writing a paragraph in the box below.

Pre-Writing
From Terrific Tongues I learned ________________________________________________

It surprised me to find out ___________________________________________________  

_________________________________________________________________________

After thinking about key details, I realized ______________________________________  

_________________________________________________________________________

I think that reading and taking notes this way ___________________________________  

_________________________________________________________________________  

_________________________________________________________________________

 _________________________________________________________________

 _________________________________________________________________

 _________________________________________________________________

 _________________________________________________________________

 _________________________________________________________________

 _________________________________________________________________

 _________________________________________________________________

 _________________________________________________________________

 _________________________________________________________________

 _________________________________________________________________
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Terrific Tongues Date:

Vocabulary • Guided Practice

Context Clues Activity Page
Directions: Find the unfamiliar word in the text. Look for context clues, signal words, 
and punctuation that will help you understand its meaning. Write the clues in the 
second row. Write what you think the word means in the third row. Finally, write an 
original sentence using the word.

Unfamiliar Word keratin (p. 69)
The context clues that helped me: spikes; same material as fingernails; rough tongues scrape meat 

off; scrub away oil

What I think this word means: a substance that is found in fingernails
My original sentence using  
this word:

Unfamiliar Word herbivore (p. 67)
The context clues that helped me:

What I think this word means:

My original sentence using  
this word:

Unfamiliar Word nourishing (p. 67)
The context clues that helped me:

What I think this word means:

My original sentence using  
this word:

Unfamiliar Word grasp (p. 67 caption)
The context clues that helped me:

What I think this word means:

My original sentence using  
this word:
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Terrific Tongues Date:

Vocabulary • Independent Practice

Context Clues Practice Sheet 
Directions: Find the unfamiliar word in the text. Look for context clues, signal words, 
and punctuation that will help you understand its meaning. Write the clues in the 
second row. Write what you think the word means in the third row. Finally, write an 
original sentence using the word.

Unfamiliar Word odor (p. 68)

The context clues that  
helped me:

What I think this word means:

My original sentence using  
this word:

Unfamiliar Word Jacobson’s organ (p. 68)

The context clues that  
helped me:

What I think this word means:

My original sentence using  
this word:

Unfamiliar Word

The context clues that  
helped me:

What I think this word means:

My original sentence using  
this word:

Unfamiliar Word

The context clues that  
helped me:

What I think this word means:

My original sentence using  
this word:
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Terrific Tongues Date:

Figurative Language Activity Page
Directions: Read the paragraph out loud. Then, use the paragraph and page 65 in 
Terrific Tongues to help you find and write all the examples of adjectives, figurative 
language, and other descriptive language the writer used to help readers comprehend 
and visualize the concepts.  

After you complete the boxes, think about the differences between the two writing 
samples. Then answer the question at the bottom of the page.

Chameleons
How fast can you stick out your tongue? A chameleon’s tongue can 

stick out fast. It has to be fast to catch bugs before they run away.

A chameleon’s tongue is also very long. It stretches out really long.  
If your tongue were long, it would go past your feet and be on the floor.

A chameleon uses its tongue to catch its prey. Its tongue contains a 
bone covered in muscle. When a chameleon sees an insect, the muscle 
squeezes the bone. This action sends the end of the tongue to the insect 
where it gets stuck. Then the tongue comes back. The chameleon has a 
bite to eat.

Grammar • Guided Practice

Sounds that Speak

Familiar Saying
in the blink of an eye

Awesome Adjectives

• speedy 

•  

•  

Creative Comparisons

• You’ll never win a race with a chameleon!

• 

• 

Amazing Action Phrases

• tongue can shoot out

• 

• 
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Terrific Tongues Date:

Grammar • Independent Practice

 ____________________________

 ________________________________________

 ________________________________________________

 _____________________________________________________

 ________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________

 _________________________________________________________

 _______________________________________________________

 ___________________________________________________

 _____________________________________________

 _____________________________________

 _____________________

Description Practice Sheet 
Directions: Use adjectives, figurative language, and other descriptive language to  
write a silly description of you, a family member, or a friend. Make your comments silly 
but KIND!

Pre-Writing Notes about This Person 

Things they do: 

Things they say:

Adjectives and language that I could use: 

107

G4_SRB_Book_2018.indb   107 6/29/18   12:47 PM



Terrific Tongues Date:

Writing • Guided Practice

Comparison Chart 
Directions: Skim the text to find details about each animal’s tongue. Take notes about 
the features of each animal’s tongue. Then write your own ideas about the tongue in the 
“Comments” column.

Animal Comments
chameleons as long as a 

chameleon from 
head to tail tip

insects catch prey on 
sticky end; flicks 
from 0–60 mph in 
1/100 of a sec.

mine would drag on 
floor; might trip on it; 
moves faster than a 
jet on take-off; I could 
flick my brother

anteaters 16 inches (41 cm) insects, but mostly 
ants and termites

sticky to catch 
insects; flicks in and 
out of mound 150 
times per minute; 
spikes on tongue 
crush insects

tears into mound with 
claws; always wanted 
long fingernails; could 
use sticky tongue to 
get things

giraffes

snakes

lions

What they eat

Tongue length

Other jobs of 

the tongue
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Terrific Tongues Date:

Writing • Model Opinion Text

Model Opinion Text
I would rather be a chameleon than any other animal because I would 

be able to get my brother back for all the times he has flicked me with a 

towel. My chameleon tongue moves faster than a jet taking off. It can get to 

highway speed, 60 miles per hour, in 1/100 of a second. That means I could 

creep up behind my brother, flick him in the ankle, and crawl away before 

he ever realized what happened! My tongue is so long, I wouldn’t be close 

enough for him to accidentally step on me. Although I’m not sure if I would 

like eating bugs, I do like the idea that I could get rid of the bugs that sneak 

into our house. It would be helpful to my family and healthy for me, too! 
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Terrific Tongues Date:

Writing • Independent Practice

Terrific Tongues Drafting Checklist

Strategy: Using Adjectives and Figurative Language

 F I can identify adjectives and 
figurative language.

 F I can add adjectives and 
figurative language to my 
writing.

 F I can identify some 
adjectives and figurative 
language.

 F I can add adjectives and 
figurative language to my 
writing with a little bit of 
help.

 F I can’t identify adjectives 
and figurative language.

 F I don’t understand how to 
add adjectives or figurative 
language to my writing.

Teacher Notes:  ___________________________________________________________________

Strategy: Drafting an Opinion Text

 F I can organize my pre-
writing notes.

 F I can provide supporting 
evidence for my opinion.

 F I can add my voice to my 
writing when I express my 
opinion.

 F I’m not always sure if I am 
organizing my notes well.

 F I don’t always have 
supporting evidence for my 
opinion.

 F I might add a little voice to 
my writing when I express 
my opinion.

 F I don’t understand how to 
organize my pre-writing 
notes.

 F I don’t provide supporting 
evidence for my opinion.

 F I don’t understand how to 
add voice to my writing 
when I express my opinion.

Teacher Notes:  ___________________________________________________________________

Something I understand now that I didn’t understand before:  

 

Something I want help with:  
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Dr. Dolittle Date:

Dr. Dolittle
“John, how can you expect sick people to come and see 

you when you keep all these animals in the house?” asked 
Sarah. “That’s the fourth person these animals have driven 
away. Mr. Jenkins and Mr. Parson say they won’t come near 
the house no matter how sick they are. We are getting poorer 
every day. Who wants a doctor that keeps a parlor full of 
hedgehogs and mice? If you go on like this, none of the best 
people will have you for a doctor.” 

 “But I like the animals better than the ‘best people,’” said 
the doctor. “They are much more interesting to talk to.” 

 “You are ridiculous,” said his sister, and she walked out of 
the room.
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Dr. Dolittle Date:

Comprehension • Guided Practice

Studying a Character’s Character
Directions: Brainstorm words and phrases that describe Dr. Dolittle. Complete the 
sentences describing Dr. Dolittle, then write the evidence from the story that supports 
your description.

From paragraph(s) ______________, here’s 
the text evidence that supports my idea:

From paragraph(s) ______________, here’s 
the text evidence that supports my idea:

How would you describe Dr. Dolittle? List some words and phrases here:

From paragraph(s) ______________, here’s 
the text evidence that supports my idea:

Dr. Dolittle  _________________________ Dr. Dolittle  _________________________

Dr. Dolittle  _________________________
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Dr. Dolittle Date:

Comprehension • Independent Practice

Studying a Character’s Character Practice Sheet
Directions: Think about this question: What is Dr. Dolittle like?

First, write two statements that answer the question. You may use the sentence frame 
Dr. Dolittle is ____. 

Next, swap books with your partner. Your partner will search the text for evidence that 
either supports or opposes your statement. A partner can cite more than one piece of 
text evidence to support or refute a statement! 

Support/Refute Organizer
Statement: _______________________________________________________________

Evidence for Evidence against

Statement: _______________________________________________________________

Evidence for Evidence against
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Dr. Dolittle Date:

Vocabulary • Guided Practice

Context Clues
Directions: Study the underlined word, and then search for context clues that help 
you define the word. Finally, write an original sentence that shows you have a solid 
understanding of the word.  

Dr. Dolittle was very fond of animals. (paragraph 4)

I think this word means:

The context clues that helped me:

My original sentence:

Does this context clue help? Dr. Dolittle was very fond of animals but his sister did not 
really like them very much.

Fond means:  ______________________________________________________________

The doctor was lucky he had saved up some money in his coffer. (paragraph 11)

I think this word means: 

The context clues that helped me:

My original sentence:

Does this context clue help? Dr. Dolittle’s money and his grandfather’s gold watch were 
kept safe in a coffer, a small chest that he kept tucked in the back of his closet. 

Coffer means:  _____________________________________________________________
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Dr. Dolittle Date:

Vocabulary • Independent Practice

Context Clues Practice Sheet 
Directions: Read the sentences from the text. Use the prompts, context clues (including 
punctuation and signal words), and your own knowledge to figure out the meanings of 
the underlined words. You may also go back to the story to read paragraphs before and 
after the underlined words.

He also had a cow with a calf, an old lame horse who was twenty-five 
years old, chickens, pigeons, two lambs, and many others. (paragraph 4)

The word lame makes me think of: I think the word lame is used to describe 
the horse because:

Context clues that helped me: I think lame means:

There goes John Dolittle, M.D.! Once he was the richest and best-known 
doctor in the West Country. But look at him now. He’s a pauper and his 
stockings are full of holes!” (paragraph 13)

The word pauper makes me think of the color ___________________________________  

because  _________________________________________________________________

Pauper is used to describe Dr. Dolittle because __________________________________  

_________________________________________________________________________  

Context clues that helped me: I think pauper means:
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Dr. Dolittle Date:

Grammar • Guided Practice

Modal Verbs
Directions: Take a modal verb index card and select one of the following prompts. 
Create a sentence that contains the prompt and the modal verb and share it with  
the class. Another student should identify the modal verb in the sentence and explain 
what the modal verb expresses. 

Prompts
Dr. Dolittle Children Sarah Jip and Polynesia
Hedgehogs The house Gub-Gub The garden

Score Sheet
Use the table to keep a tally of the expressions of modal verbs.

What the Modal Verb Expresses Used in a Sentence

making a prediction

showing intention

showing expectation

making a request

expressing ability

asking/giving permission

discussing possibility

discussing obligation
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Dr. Dolittle Date:

HOUSE AND FAMILY RULES 

ACCORDING TO ___________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

Grammar • Independent Practice

Modal Verb Practice Sheet
Directions: Select either Dr. Dolittle or his sister, Sarah, and make a list of House and 
Family Rules according to what the character values, believes, prefers, or feels. Write the 
name of the character you choose on the line in the title of the rules. 

Please include the following modal verbs in your character’s House and Family Rules list: 

 should should not must must not
 will may can
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Dr. Dolittle Date:

Writing • Model Literary Analysis

Model Literary Analysis 
Dr. Dolittle is a caring and dedicated pet owner. He loves all of his 

animals very much, and he sure has a lot of animals to love! He 

spends time talking to the animals. “As time went on, he got more 

and more animals.” Dr. Dolittle uses all of his own money to feed his 

animals. He also sells things. This makes his sister mad. As a result, 

the animals appreciated him and followed him around wherever  

he went.
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Dr. Dolittle Date:

Writing • Guided Practice

Revising a Literary Analysis
Directions: Make a line through sentences that do not support the main idea.  
Then identify places where additional text evidence is necessary. Remember:

• Put the evidence in your own words. 
• Use a sentence starter to show your evidence comes from the text. For example:

In paragraph ____, the author writes ____.
In paragraph ____ for example, ____.
According to the story/paragraph, ____.
In the story, the text says ____.

• Write the paragraph number for the evidence.
• Write a concluding sentence. 

Dr. Dolittle is a caring and dedicated pet owner. He loves all of his animals 
very much, and he sure has a lot of animals to love! He spends time talking 
to the animals. “As time went on, he got more and more animals.” Dr. Dolittle 
uses all of his own money to feed his animals. He also sells things. This makes 
his sister mad. As a result, the animals appreciate him and follow him around 
wherever he goes.  ________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________

Evidence that supports the idea that Dr. Dolittle is a caring and dedicated pet owner:
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Dr. Dolittle Date:

Writing • Independent Practice

Dr. Dolittle Revising and Editing Checklist
Strategy: Removing Unnecessary Information

 F I understand which ideas 
and sentences do and which 
do not support the main 
idea.

 F I know how to use parts of 
ARMS to revise.

 F I somewhat understand 
which ideas and sentences 
do and which do not 
support the main idea.

 F I somewhat know how to 
use parts of ARMS to revise.

 F It is very difficult for me 
to know which ideas and 
sentences do, and which do 
not, support the main idea.

 F I don’t understand how to 
use ARMS in the revision 
process.

Teacher Notes:  ___________________________________________________________________

Strategy: Adding Text Evidence

 F I can identify strong text 
evidence that will support 
my main idea.

 F I understand how to use 
sentence starters and 
reference paragraph 
numbers to show where my 
evidence comes from.

 F I can sometimes identify 
strong text evidence that 
will support my main idea.

 F I only somewhat understand 
how to use sentence starters 
and reference paragraph 
numbers to show where my 
evidence comes from.

 F I find it’s very difficult to 
identify strong text evidence 
that will support my main 
idea.

 F I do not understand how 
to use sentence starters 
and reference paragraph 
numbers to show where my 
evidence comes from.

Teacher Notes:  ___________________________________________________________________

Something I understand now that I didn’t understand before:  

 

Something I want help with:  
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Finding Fossils Date:

Guiding the Reading • Fluency

Finding Fossils

Body Fossils

This is the type of fossil you may know the most about. Body 
fossils are formed from the hard parts of plants and animals, 
from teeth, bones, shells, or wood. Body fossils also include 
shapes that look like stamps made by plants and shells.

Another kind of body fossil is created when insects or birds 
are caught in sticky stuff that oozes from a tree. The stuff 
hardens and, over millions of years, becomes a fossil. This is 
called amber.

Trace Fossils

Trace fossils do not include 
the body parts of an animal 
or show the stamp of a plant. 
Instead, they show the activity 
of an animal. These types of 
fossils include footprints and 
coprolites, which is a fancy 
word for dinosaur poop.
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Finding Fossils Date:

Comprehension • Guided Practice

Observation Web
Directions: Use this organizer to develop your thinking for a group discussion about the 
central question.

Observation:

Observation:

Observation:

Observation:

Observation:

Observation:

Question: 
What is the author’s 
tone, or how did he 

communicate his 
feelings about the

topic?
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Finding Fossils Date:

Comprehension • Independent Practice

Observation:

Observation:

Observation:

I think the author wrote this text

Question: 
What can we state 
about the author’s 
purpose, based on 
our observations in 

Finding Fossils?

Observation Web Practice Sheet
Directions: Work with a partner to use this organizer to develop your thinking. Have 
a good discussion about the central question as you complete the page! Then write a 
statement about the author’s purpose.
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Finding Fossils Date:

Vocabulary • Guided Practice

Understanding Word Parts
Directions: Read the paragraphs with a partner. For each underlined word, discuss the 
word parts that give the word meaning. Refer to the Roots chart on this page and the 
Prefixes and Suffixes anchor chart.

Roots
mill thousand graph something drawn or written scribe, scrib, or scrip write spect see

There were some pretty unusual creatures that lived during prehistoric times. 
People used to think the idea of dinosaurs was nonsense, that they were unreal 
creatures. Though dinosaurs have disappeared, paleontologists propose that they 
can use their remains, once submerged for millions of years, to describe them.

For example, the Tyrannosaurus, which translates to “tyrant lizard,” is huge but 
ungainly. You might expect a Tyrannosaur’s humongous head to topple him 
over. But its looks are misleading. The huge tail served as balance. Along with its 
legs, its tail helped propel it quickly toward its prey. If you look at photographs of 
the Tyrannosaur’s skull, you will see sixty bone-crushing teeth longer than your 
forearm. On close inspection, fossilized Tyrannosaurus bones show Tyrannosaurus 
bite marks. Paleontologists think that Tyrannosaurs had no concept of community 
and fought with each other.

Directions: Choose three words from the paragraph. Describe how the word parts 
helped you understand the word’s meaning.

Word  ________________

Word parts’ meanings:

Word meaning:

Word  ________________

Word parts’ meanings:

Word meaning:

Word  ________________

Word parts’ meanings:

Word meaning:
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Finding Fossils Date:

Vocabulary • Independent Practice

Word Parts New Ways Practice Sheet
Directions: You have just made your very own, completely new dinosaur discovery. 
Dissect and remix words from page 124, or combine any affix with any word to create 
new, meaningful words about your discovery.

Words that describe your new dinosaur:

Directions: Choose two or three of your new words and use them in a headline for a 
newspaper, announcing your new discovery.

World News
BREAKING NEWS!

_________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________
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Finding Fossils Date:

Grammar • Guided Practice

Commonly Confused Words Analysis
Directions: Find the commonly confused words in the text. Use the chart to help you 
explain the meaning of the word that is correct in the context of the sentence. Explain 
the word (for example, if it’s a contraction), or write your understanding of the meaning 
of the word within the sentence you found.

it’s (paragraph 1):  _____________________________________________________

too (paragraph 1):  _____________________________________________________

to (paragraph 4):   _____________________________________________________  

two (paragraph 5):  _____________________________________________________

you’re (paragraph 11):   _____________________________________________________

where (paragraph 12):   _____________________________________________________

one (paragraph 13):   _____________________________________________________

there (paragraph 16):   _____________________________________________________

their (paragraph 16):   _____________________________________________________

Word + Part of Speech
it’s: contraction of it + is

its: (possessive pronoun) 
belonging to “it”

there: (adverb) to that 
place

their: (possessive pronoun) 
belonging to “them”

they’re: contraction of  
they + are

to: (preposition) 
• used before a verb to 

form an infinitive (to go);
• toward (from one place 

to another); 
• used to show the 

receiver of an action  
(talk to you)

too: (adverb) also, very

two: (noun) the number 2;  
(adjective) being more than 
one

one: (noun) the number 1; 
(adjective) single

won: (verb) achieved 
victory
where: (adverb) in what 
place

wear: (verb) to use or 
have something, such as 
clothing

your: (possessive pronoun) 
belonging to “you”

you’re: contraction of  
you + are
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Finding Fossils Date:

Grammar • Independent Practice

Commonly Confused Words Practice Sheet
Directions: Answer the job application questions with sentences that correctly use all 
the words in the parentheses. Let your sense of humor shine!

JOB APPLICATION FOR  
CAN-YOU-DIG-IT DINOSAUR CENTER

1. Why should we hire you to work on our dinosaur dig, even if you don’t want to 
work on our dinosaur dig? (to, too, your, you’re)

2. How do you feel about spending your day on hands and knees looking for 
fossils in the dirt where little bugs crawl on you? (their, there, they’re, two)

3. Describe your experiences working with a dental pick and a broom. (its, it’s, 
too, two)

4. Please describe the special clothing you would like us to provide. (where, wear)

5. Describe any honors or awards you have received. (one, won)
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Finding Fossils Date:

Writing • Guided Practice

RAFT Map and Pre-Write
Directions: Circle your choices for your RAFT strategy, or write in your own ideas. Jot 
notes from the text that you can use in your writing.

Role Audience Format Topic

Paleontologist News reporters Press release Finding a fossil

Sue the 
Tyrannosaurus

Other dinosaurs Diary or journal Becoming a fossil

A plant that died 
in mud

Children Television show 
script

Learning from 
fossils

Stacia Paleontology 
students

Advice column The job of a 
paleontologist

(Your idea) (Your idea) (Your idea) (Your idea)

NOTES: __________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________

128

G4_SRB_Book_2018.indb   128 6/29/18   12:47 PM



Finding Fossils Date:

Writing • Guided Practice

RAFT and Draft Page
Directions: After you explore and decide on the role, audience, format, and topic,  
write your draft below.

 _______________________________________________________________

 _______________________________________________________________

 _______________________________________________________________

 _______________________________________________________________

 _______________________________________________________________

 _______________________________________________________________

 _______________________________________________________________

 _______________________________________________________________

 _______________________________________________________________

 _______________________________________________________________

 _______________________________________________________________

 __________________________________

 __________________________________

 __________________________________

 __________________________________

129

G4_SRB_Book_2018.indb   129 6/29/18   12:47 PM



Finding Fossils Date:

Writing • Independent Practice

Finding Fossils Pre-Writing and Drafting Checklist

Strategy: Managing Commonly Confused Words

 F I can distinguish the 
meaning of the commonly 
confused words we studied.

 F I can use commonly 
confused words correctly in 
my writing.

 F I can distinguish the 
meaning of some of the 
commonly confused words 
we studied.

 F I can use some of the 
commonly confused words 
correctly in my writing.

 F I can’t distinguish the 
meanings of most of the 
commonly confused words.

 F I don’t use most of the 
commonly confused words 
correctly in my writing.

Teacher Notes:  ___________________________________________________________________

Strategy: Preparing a Draft Using RAFT (Role, Audience, Format, Topic)

 F I understand how to use a 
RAFT map for pre-writing.

 F I can select a role, audience, 
format, and topic that I want 
to write about.

 F I can develop a draft based 
on my RAFT map selections.

 F I sort of understand how to 
use a RAFT map for pre-
writing.

 F I have some difficulty 
selecting a role, audience, 
format, and topic that I want 
to write about.

 F I have some difficulty 
developing a draft based on 
my RAFT map selections.

 F I don’t understand how to 
use a RAFT map for pre-
writing.

 F I don’t understand how 
to select a role, audience, 
format, and topic that I want 
to write about.

 F I don’t understand how to 
develop a draft based on my 
RAFT map selections.

Teacher Notes:  ___________________________________________________________________

Something I understand now that I didn’t understand before:  

 

Something I want help with:  
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Maya Angelou Date:

Maya Angelou
Maya found her first success writing for plays and film, as 

well as her own poetry. One day, an editor asked Maya to write 
a book about her own life. Maya wasn’t interested. But when 
the editor said that maybe the job would be too hard for her, 
Maya took it as a challenge. She wouldn’t let anybody say that 
something was too hard for her.

So Maya wrote the book I Know Why the Caged Bird Sings 
about her life. This book has touched many people’s hearts. 
They feel that if Maya could live through the hard times she 
describes, then they could get past their challenges, too.
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Maya Angelou Date:

Comprehension • Guided Practice

Author’s Purpose Note-Taker 
Directions: Read the section titled “Maya’s Experiences.” Use the graphic organizer to 
ask Basic Signal Word questions and to take notes about key details in the text. Then, 
determine the author’s purpose.

Notes My Thinking

Who: 

What:  

When: 

Where: 

How: 

Synthesizing to Determine Author’s Purpose: 
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Maya Angelou Date:

Comprehension • Independent Practice

Author’s Purpose Practice Sheet 
Directions: Read the section titled “Maya’s Writing.” Use the graphic organizer to ask 
Basic Signal Word questions and to take notes about key details in the text. Then, 
determine the author’s purpose.

Notes My Thinking

Who: 

What:  

When: 

Where: 

How: 

Synthesizing to Determine Author’s Purpose: 
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Maya Angelou Date:

Vocabulary • Guided Practice

Figurative and Literal Language
Directions: Find the similes or metaphors in the text. Discuss your answers to the 
questions about the figurative and literal language with a partner. Then record your 
thinking below.

1. Find the simile in paragraph 8. 

What two things are being compared? ______________________________________

What is the literal meaning? _______________________________________________  

 ______________________________________________________________________

How does the figurative language help you understand what the author wants you 

to see? ________________________________________________________________  

 ______________________________________________________________________

 ______________________________________________________________________

2. Find the metaphor in paragraph 14.

What two things are being compared? ______________________________________

What is the literal meaning? _______________________________________________  

 ______________________________________________________________________

How does the figurative language help you understand what the author wants you 

to see? ________________________________________________________________  

 ______________________________________________________________________  

 ______________________________________________________________________  

 ______________________________________________________________________  

 ______________________________________________________________________
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Maya Angelou Date:

Vocabulary • Independent Practice

Figurative and Literal Language Practice Sheet 
Directions: Find the similes or metaphors in the text. Discuss your answers to the 
questions. Then record your thinking below.

1. Write the sentence in paragraph 13 that includes a simile.  

 ______________________________________________________________________  

 ______________________________________________________________________

What two things are being compared? ______________________________________

What is the literal meaning? _______________________________________________

How does the figurative language help you understand what the author wants you 

to see? ________________________________________________________________  

 ______________________________________________________________________  

2. Write the sentence in paragraph 12 that includes a metaphor. 

 ______________________________________________________________________  

 ______________________________________________________________________  

What two things are being compared? ______________________________________

What is the literal meaning? _______________________________________________

How does the figurative language help you understand what the author wants you 

to see? ________________________________________________________________  

 ______________________________________________________________________  

Directions: Choose a sentence from the text written with literal language. Rewrite the 
sentence using figurative language. Then answer the question.

Literal Sentence

My Figurative 
Language Sentence

Why is your 
sentence better?
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Maya Angelou Date:

Grammar • Guided Practice

Making Compound Sentences
Directions: Choose a conjunction to complete each sentence. Explain how the 
conjunction connects the two ideas.

for           and           nor           but           or           yet           so

1. Cotton pickers worked from before dawn till after dark, __________________ they 
never made enough money to feed their families.

How does the conjunction connect the two ideas?  ____________________________  

 ______________________________________________________________________  

 ______________________________________________________________________

2. Maya could sing like a bird, __________________ she got a lot of practice singing  
at church.

How does the conjunction connect the two ideas?  ____________________________  

 ______________________________________________________________________  

 ______________________________________________________________________

3. Maya tried to get a job on a trolley car, __________________ she was turned down 
each time she applied for the job.

How does the conjunction connect the two ideas? ____________________________  

 ______________________________________________________________________  

 ______________________________________________________________________
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Maya Angelou Date:

Grammar • Independent Practice

Compound Sentences Practice Sheet 
Directions: Read the two versions of each sentence. Explain how changing the 
conjunction changes the meaning of the sentence.

1. Maya and her son wanted to experience life in Africa, so they spent some time  
in Egypt and Ghana.

Maya and her son wanted to experience life in Africa, and they spent some time  
in Egypt and Ghana.

How does the meaning of the sentence change?  _____________________________  

 ______________________________________________________________________  

 ______________________________________________________________________  

 ______________________________________________________________________

2. Maya wasn’t interested in writing a book, but she took it as a challenge.

Maya wasn’t interested in writing a book, for she took it as a challenge.

How does the meaning of the sentence change? ______________________________  

 ______________________________________________________________________  

 ______________________________________________________________________  

 ______________________________________________________________________

3. She kept showing up, and finally a manager let her be a trolley car conductor.

She kept showing up, so finally a manager let her be a trolley car conductor.

How does the meaning of the sentence change?  _____________________________  

 ______________________________________________________________________  

 ______________________________________________________________________  

 ______________________________________________________________________
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Maya Angelou Date:

Writing • Opinion Text

Model Opinion Text
The Compassionate Poet

Maya Angelou was a successful poet, but more importantly, she was a compassionate 
person. She showed she cared for others in everything that she did. By looking at her 
work, poetry, and life, it is easy to see that Maya’s heart was filled with compassion. 

Maya showed compassion through her work. She helped other people in her work. She 
did things, that showed she cared about other people.

Maya also showed compassion through her poetry. She wrote poems about injustice. 
She taught people messages. The messages showed she liked all people. She wanted 
everyone to work together. Her poems show that she was optimistic. They show that she 
wanted the best for everyone.

Finally, Maya showed compassion by giving back to others throughout her life. She 
believed that giving back was importent. She also travelled across the world. She 
wanted to share her knowlege with many people. Her actions show that she wanted 
to help everyone get over their challenges. This shows that Maya Angelou was 
compassionate.

Model Revised and Edited Text
 
Maya showed compassion through her work. She helped other people 
	 was	a	civil	rights	worker.	Civil	rights	workers	help	better	the	 
 lives of people who are treated unfairly.
 p. for she^ p.
in her work. ^She She did things, that showed she cared about other 

  For example, when her friend, Martin Luther King, Jr., died on her
 
 birthday, she stopped celebrating her birthdays. There was no reason 
  p. but she
 to stop celebrating her birthday. ^She wanted to use the day to honor  
 Dr. King instead.
people.^ 
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Maya Angelou Date:

Writing • Guided Practice

Revise and Edit an Opinion Text
Directions: Use ARMS to revise each paragraph. Then edit using CUPS.

Maya also showed compassion through her poetry. She wrote poems, 

about injustice. She taught people messages. The messages showed  

she liked all people.  She wanted everyone to work together.  

Her poems show that she was optimistic. They show that she wanted  

the best for everyone.

Finally, Maya showed compassion by giving back to others  

throughout her life.  She believed that giving back was importent.  

She also travelled across the world.  She wanted to share her knowlege 

with many people. Her actions show that she wanted to help everyone 

get over their challenges.  This shows that Maya Angelou was 

compassionate.
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Maya Angelou Date:

Writing • Independent Practice

Maya Angelou Revising and Editing Checklist
Strategy: ARMS (Add, Remove, Move, Substitute)

 F I understand and can 
recognize when to use the 
ARMS strategy.

 F I can use ARMS to improve 
my writing.

 F I can add facts, reasons, and 
examples to strengthen an 
opinion.

 F The revised text is much 
better than it was before.

 F I sometimes understand and 
sometimes recognize when 
to use the ARMS strategy.

 F I can use parts of the ARMS 
strategy to improve some 
parts of my writing.

 F I can add facts, reasons, and 
examples that may or may 
not strengthen an opinion.

 F The revised text is a little 
better than it was before.

 F I don’t really understand what 
ARMS is or when to use it.

 F I’m confused about how to 
use ARMS to improve my 
writing.

 F I don’t know how to add facts, 
reasons, and examples to 
strengthen an opinion.

 F I don’t know how to use ARMS 
to revise, so I didn’t know how 
to improve the text.

Teacher Notes:  ___________________________________________________________________

Strategy: CUPS (Capitalization, Understanding, Punctuation, Spelling)

 F I understand and can 
recognize when to use the 
CUPS strategy.

 F I can use CUPS to improve 
my writing.

 F I can create compound 
sentences to make the text’s 
ideas relate better.

 F The edited text is much 
better than it was before.

 F I sometimes understand and 
sometimes recognize when 
to use the CUPS strategy.

 F I can use parts of the CUPS 
strategy to improve some 
parts of my writing.

 F I can create compound 
sentences, but they might not 
make the ideas relate better.

 F The edited text is a little 
better than it was before.

 F I don’t really understand 
what CUPS is or when to  
use it.

 F I’m confused about how to 
use CUPS to improve my 
writing.

 F I don’t know how to create 
compound sentences.

 F I don’t know how to use 
CUPS to edit, so I didn’t know 
how to improve the text.

Teacher Notes:  ___________________________________________________________________

Something I understand now that I didn’t understand before:  
 

Something I want help with:  
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Editing Symbols
Symbol Meaning

^ add information

— delete information

sp. spelling error

v.t. wrong verb tense

p. punctuation error

cap. make a capital letter

/ make a lowercase letter

s/v subject verb agreement

frag sentence fragment

pl. plural

w.o word order
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