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Amy’s Secret Plan Date:

Amy’s Secret Plan
So Amy had decided that if Papa wouldn’t take her to 

Kentucky, she would find someone who would. Thurman was 
a good friend of the family, and Amy was sure he would help 
her. Now, walking in the dark, Amy kicked at the dirt. She 
thought about what her father had said, that slavery was a 
“moral wrong.” She knew that people should never be bought 
and sold like property. But Cassie’s family didn’t own slaves, so 
they weren’t wrong, were they?

Amy quickened her pace. Even though it was past 
midnight, she knew Thurman would be awake and working in 
his furniture shop. During the day, he built functional furniture 
that his customers needed, but at night, he carved beautiful 
works of art. Amy knew that Thurman sometimes took a 
wagonload of furniture to Kentucky to sell, so the next time  
he went, she would simply go with him.

Guiding the Reading • Fluency 1
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Amy’s Secret Plan Date:

Comprehension • Guided Practice

Character Analysis: Amy
Directions: Choose three pieces of Amy’s dialogue from page 4 and make note of them 
in the speech bubbles. Then write what you can infer about Amy’s traits, feelings, and 
motivations based on the dialogue.

What I can infer about the character: ________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________
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Amy’s Secret Plan Date:

Comprehension • Independent Practice

Character Analysis: Thurman
Directions: Search for and write two important details that describe Thurman or his 
actions. Then search for two pieces of Thurman’s dialogue and make note of them in 
the speech bubbles. Write what you can infer about Thurman’s traits, feelings, and 
motivations based on the details and the dialogue.

Details: __________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________

What I can infer about the character: ________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________
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Amy’s Secret Plan Date:

Vocabulary • Guided Practice

Word Detective Notebook

Word: functional

Clues:  ______________________________________________

 ____________________________________________________

 ____________________________________________________

Meaning:  ___________________________________________

The meaning helps me understand:  ____________________ 

 ____________________________________________________

 ____________________________________________________

Word: dawned on

Clues:  ______________________________________________

 ____________________________________________________

 ____________________________________________________

 ____________________________________________________

Meaning:  ___________________________________________

The meaning helps me understand:  ____________________ 

 ____________________________________________________

 ____________________________________________________  
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Amy’s Secret Plan Date:

Vocabulary • Independent Practice

Word Detective Practice Sheet
Directions: Investigate paragraphs 4–10 in Amy’s Secret Plan. Use clarification  
questions to find unknown words or phrases. Complete the Word Detective analysis  
for each word.

Word: __________________________

Clues:  ________________________________________________

 ______________________________________________________

Meaning:  _____________________________________________

The meaning helps me understand:  ______________________  

 ______________________________________________________  

Word: __________________________

Clues:  ________________________________________________

 ______________________________________________________

Meaning:  _____________________________________________

The meaning helps me understand:  ______________________  

 ______________________________________________________  

Word: __________________________

Clues:  ________________________________________________

 ______________________________________________________

 ______________________________________________________

Meaning:  _____________________________________________

The meaning helps me understand:  ______________________  

 ______________________________________________________
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Amy’s Secret Plan Date:

Grammar • Guided Practice

When Did It Happen? 
Directions: Read the paragraphs below and underline the verbs. Color present-perfect 
verbs in yellow and past-perfect verbs in green. 

But then Papa had spoiled everything: over supper one 

evening last week he announced that Amy wouldn’t be going 

to Kentucky after all. “There’s going to be a war,” he had said 

solemnly. “Now that Abraham Lincoln is president, the Southern 

states have rebelled. Some have already seceded from the United 

States. I hear that fighting just broke out in South Carolina.

“The fighting will spread,” Papa had predicted, “so you must 

stay here in Ohio.”

Directions: Based on paragraphs, number the events 1–5 showing the order from 
earliest to latest. Use your understanding of verb tenses. You will use one number more 
than once.

Southern states secede from the United States. 

Southern states rebel.

Papa announces that Amy must stay in Ohio.

Lincoln becomes president.

Fighting breaks out in South Carolina.

There is a war. 
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Amy’s Secret Plan Date:

Grammar • Independent Practice

Verb Tenses
Directions: Read the paragraphs below. Circle one example of each verb tense  
you notice. Discuss with your partner what the verb tenses tell you about the order  
of events. 

Amy turned one last corner and saw the light burning in 

Thurman’s workshop, just as she had expected. She knocked 

gently at the door, and then nudged it open.

“Amy Stevens, what are you doing here at this hour of the 

night?” Thurman set his chisel on the workbench and wiped his 

palms on his trousers.

Directions: Write an answer from Amy to Thurman’s question. In the answer, Amy 
should explain what she is doing and why. Use verb tenses to make the events she is 
explaining clear. Try to use the past perfect and present perfect tense at least once. 

_________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________
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Amy’s Secret Plan Date:

Writing • Model Letters

Letters in Time of War
June 3, 1861

Dear Amy,

How are you? How have you been keeping busy? Ma and Pa are busy tending the 
crops, and our best horse, Chester, has gotten a stone stuck in his shoe. Pa has 
removed the stone, but poor Chester is still limping. The last three nights, I have 
rubbed his foot with ointment, hoping to cure him. I miss riding him!

I am looking forward to your visit with great anticipation. What would you like to do 
when you come? Shall we ride Chester? Take a picnic to the creek? Ma is sure to have 
chores for us. Perhaps we’ll make jam! Would you like that?

You do not need to be so concerned about the war just yet. Pa is convinced that it 
will not spread this far north. So far, we have not seen any soldiers. 

Your cousin, 

Cassie

June 5, 1861

Dear Charles, 

It was good of you to write and inform me of the land situation in Ohio. Do you 
happen to know if there are lots available near you?

We look forward to dear Amy’s journey. Cassie has been counting the days until her 
visit. You can be assured that she will be safe with Addie and me. Would you be able 
to stop over for a few days when you bring her?

The bees have been very productive this year. We will be sure to send Amy home 
with a jar of our finest honey.

Sincerely yours, 

Thomas Callahan
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Amy’s Secret Plan Date:

Writing • Guided Practice

Responding to a Character’s Letter
Directions: Choose one of the letters on page 8 and write a letter back to the character 
on the stationery below.

______________________

______________________

__________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________

______________________ 

______________________
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Amy’s Secret Plan Date:

Writing • Independent Practice

Amy’s Secret Plan Drafting and Revising Checklist
Strategy: Drafting a Personal Letter

 F I used what I learned about 
the characters to write from 
a character’s perspective 
and to determine an 
appropriate tone.

 F I responded to all the 
information and questions 
in the letter.

 F I used the correct format for 
a letter.

 F I used what I learned about 
the characters to write from 
a character’s perspective 
and but I did not determine 
an appropriate tone.

 F I responded to most of the 
information and questions 
in the letter.

 F I used some parts of a 
format for a letter.

 F I did not know how to 
write from a character’s 
perspective or determine an 
appropriate tone.

 F I responded to just a little 
of the information and 
questions in the letter.

 F I did not use the correct 
format for a letter.

Teacher Notes:  ___________________________________________________________________

Strategy: Revising with the ARMS Strategy

 F I added several details and 
moved sentences to make 
my letter complete and 
clear.

 F I checked my all my verb 
tenses.

 F I added punctuation and/or 
emojis to express emotion.

 F I used the ARMS strategy.

 F I added a few details to make 
my letter more complete and 
clear.

 F I checked some of my verb 
tenses.

 F I added some punctuation 
and/or emojis to express 
emotion.

 F I used parts of the ARMS 
strategy.

 F I did not add details or move 
sentences in my letter.

 F I did not check my verb 
tenses.

 F I did not add punctuation 
and/or emojis to express 
emotion.

 F I don’t know how to use the 
ARMS strategy.

Teacher Notes:  ___________________________________________________________________

Something I understand now that I didn’t understand before:  

 

Something I want help with:  

10
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The Orangutan: A Great Ape Date:

The Orangutan: A Great Ape
Problem Solvers
Orangutans are highly intelligent animals. They use tools to solve 
problems. For example, they use branches to scratch themselves 
and swat away flying insects. They also use branches to dig for 
honey and gather fruit they can’t reach with their hands.

Orangutans use large leaves as umbrellas and sometimes wrap 
themselves in leaves as a sort of raincoat. They wrap leaves around 
their hands to protect them from the prickly spines of their favorite 
fruit, durian. 

Escape Artists 
In research settings, orangutans have learned sign language, and 
they have even taught the signs they learn to other orangutans. 
They have also learned to play games on touch-screen computers. 
In zoos, orangutans are known as escape artists because they find 
clever ways to get out of their enclosures. Some orangutans have 
even picked the locks to open the doors!

Guiding the Reading • Fluency

K-W-L-E Chart
What Do I Know? What Do I Want  

to Learn? What Did I Learn? What is My Evidence?

11
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The Orangutan: A Great Ape Date:

Comprehension • Guided Practice

Utilizing Text Features
Directions: A) Read the question. Think about what you know from the text that might 
help you answer the question, and use text features as a map to guide you to that 
information. B) Apply the read, match, cover, think and look, retell, check strategy with text 
features to gather information. C) Write the text feature and the information it led you to 
in the chart. D) Answer the question using text information and your thinking. 

Orangutans live in balance with all nature in the rainforest canopy.  
But in the last 20 years, they have been squeezed into about one-
fifth or 20 percent of the rainforest. What impact does this have on an 
orangutan’s life?

Utilizing text features to locate main ideas and key details: 

My thinking:

12
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The Orangutan: A Great Ape Date:

Comprehension • Independent Practice

Utilizing Text Features Practice Sheet 
Directions: A) Read the question. Think about what you know from the text that might 
help you answer the question, and use text features as a map to guide you to that 
information. B) Apply the read, match, cover, think and look, retell, check strategy with text 
features to gather information. C) Write the text feature and the information it led you to 
in the chart. D) Answer the question using text information and your thinking.

How do orangutans compare to their other great ape relatives?

Utilizing text features to locate main ideas and key details: 
 

My thinking:
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The Orangutan: A Great Ape Date:

Vocabulary • Guided Practice

Questioning for Context Clues Activity Page 
Directions: Find the word in the text and read it in its sentence. Ask yourself questions 
using the five types of context clues. Also use the questions below to find grammatical 
clues or meanings from word parts. In the right column, jot all the ideas you get about 
the word. When you are ready, write what you think the word means in the left column.

What part of 
speech is it?

What parts of speech or 
sentence structures are 
around the word?

Do I know any roots or affixes?

Paragraph 1: deliberate
My check:

I guessed and checked, and I think 
deliberate means:

My thinking:

Paragraph 7: hollows
My check:

I guessed and checked, and I think 
hollows means:

My thinking:

What Advanced Signal 
Words, reference words, 
conjunctions, or  
punctuation do I see?

14
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The Orangutan: A Great Ape Date:

Vocabulary • Independent Practice

Context Clues Practice Sheet 
Directions: Find an unfamiliar word and read it in its sentence. Write the word on the 
line. Use the questions on page 14 to find grammatical clues or meanings from word 
parts. Ask yourself questions using the five types of context clues. Write about your 
thinking under “My thinking.” Check your thinking by substituting your meaning in part 
of the sentence. Then, write what you think the word means.

1. Word: ____________________
My check:

I guessed and checked, and I think 
____________________ means:

My thinking:

2. Word: ____________________
My check:

I guessed and checked, and I think 
____________________ means:

My thinking:

3. Word: ____________________
My check:

I guessed and checked, and I think 
____________________ means:

My thinking:

15
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The Orangutan: A Great Ape Date:

Grammar • Guided Practice

Sentence Diagramming
Directions: Diagram the following sentences, remembering these strategies: 

The noun, verb, and object go on one horizontal line. The verb in an infinitive and its 
object go on a lower horizontal line. The subject and the predicate are separated by 
a vertical line. An object and verb are also separated by a vertical line. Modifiers, or 
supporting details, like adjectives, adverbs, and prepositions, go on diagonal connecting 
lines. 

Draw a circle around the subject and a box around the predicate.

1. Humans have had a huge impact on animal habitat.

2. An orangutan’s body is adapted to survive in the treetops.

16
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The Orangutan: A Great Ape Date:

Grammar • Independent Practice

Sentence Structure Practice Sheet 
Directions: Diagram the sentences below.

1. Some orangutans have even picked the locks to open the doors!  
(Add the missing words to the diagram.)

2. All orangutans are covered in long, reddish-brown hair.  
(Add the lines and the missing words to the diagram.)

Directions: Write two complete sentences that would fit meaningfully into The 
Orangutan. Use the terms subject and predicate to tell a classmate about the meaning of 
your sentence and why it fits the text. Explain why you chose the sentence parts you did.

_________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________

some

Orangutans

even

in

to

open

17
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The Orangutan: A Great Ape Date:

Writing • Guided Practice

Revising Summaries  
Directions: Decide what you need to revise to write clear, concise summaries. Draw a 
line through information to delete it. Draw arrows to move sentences. Add details in the 
spaces above the lines. 

Orangutans scratch themselves with sticks to keep away the bugs and 

they use the sticks to dig for food and they also use the sticks to scratch 

themselves. They use the leaves to eat prickly fruit and they use the leaves to 

stay dry. They escape. They touch computers and 

Pets are illegal. Humans cut trees down and they take baby orangutans 

and now the orangutans have lost their habitats. They are fighting to save 

the orangutans and the orangutans are endangered. The orangutans are 

intelligent. 

Synthesizing 
1. Review the revised summaries. What do you think would be a topic sentence for  

an expository text about orangutans? 

2. What other ideas might you be able to add to a text about orangutans, now that 
you have analyzed The Orangutan: A Great Ape? 
a. Did thinking about the summaries remind you of any other animals that you 

have studied? 

b. Do you have any opinions about how orangutans live? 

c. Do you think that people have any responsibility to help orangutans? 

d. Do you have any other questions about orangutans? 

18
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The Orangutan: A Great Ape Date:

Writing • Independent Practice

The Orangutan: A Great Ape Summary Revision and Pre-Writing Checklist

Strategy: Revising Summaries Using MIDAC and ARMS

 F I can revise summaries with 
MIDAC and ARMS strategies.

 F I can give reasons to explain 
my revisions.

 F I’m not always sure I’ve 
created effective summaries 
with MIDAC and ARMS 
strategies.

 F I can give reasons to explain 
some of my revisions.

 F I am not able to create 
effective summaries with 
MIDAC and ARMS strategies.

 F I don’t know how to make or 
explain revisions.

Teacher Notes:  ___________________________________________________________________

Strategy: Using Summaries to Pre-Write an Expository Text

 F I can create many 
sentences with additional 
thoughts that expand 
the meaningfulness of 
the summaries in a new 
expository text.

 F I can connect multiple 
summaries and create a 
topic sentence for a new 
expository text.

 F I can create a couple of 
sentences that sometimes 
expand the meaningfulness 
of the summaries in a new 
expository text.

 F I can connect some of 
the summaries but have 
trouble connecting them to 
a topic sentence for a new 
expository text.

 F I can’t create a sentence, 
or the sentences I do 
create don’t expand 
the meaningfulness of 
the summaries in a new 
expository text.

 F I don’t understand how 
to connect summaries to 
a topic sentence or how 
that helps me write a new 
expository text.

Teacher Notes:  ___________________________________________________________________

Something I understand now that I didn’t understand before:  

 

Something I want help with:  

19
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Leaving Ireland Date:

Leaving Ireland
The wind was damp, but the cold air soothed my 

queasiness. I spotted Daniel leaning against a rail and was 
disappointed to realize that he looked just as thin and 
exhausted as all the other passengers. I was still mad at him, 
sure that he’d pushed the idea of coming to America, but the 
wind went right through my coat, so I moved in close. 

“Another man is sick down below,” Daniel said. “Typhus, 
they say. They may have to put us in quarantine when we get 
to New York.”

“What’s quarantine?” I asked.
“They keep you in a place away from other people, so you 

don’t spread disease,” he said.
“I told you, we should have stayed in Ireland,” I said.
He sighed. “There were no good choices, Mary.”
I stared at the heaving sea. I couldn’t believe  

we were so desperate that this was the best  
we could do.

Guiding the Reading • Fluency 21
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Leaving Ireland Date:

Comprehension • Guided Practice

First Person Narration
Directions: Think about where your ideas fit on each of the continuums. Place an X on 
the line to represent your opinions.

I think Mary knows/
understands 
everything.

I can relate to Mary.

I think other characters 
would tell a different 
story than Mary did.

Mary is hard to relate to.

Directions: Discuss your assigned statement with your partner(s) and list text evidence 
that supports your idea.

What do we know about Mary, based on her narrative perspective?

What do we know about Daniel based on Mary’s point of view?

What do we know about Mum based on Mary’s point of view?

22
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Leaving Ireland Date:

Comprehension • Independent Practice

First Person Narration Practice Sheet
Directions: Leaving Ireland is told from Mary’s point of view. Imagine you are either 
Mum or Daniel (your choice). Read the paragraphs from Leaving Ireland that are listed for 
your character. Then rewrite the scene from your character’s point of view. 

Daniel: Paragraphs 14–20

 ___________________________________________________________________

 ___________________________________________________________________

 ___________________________________________________________________

 ___________________________________________________________________

 ___________________________________________________________________

 ___________________________________________________________________

 ___________________________________________________________________

 ___________________________________________________________________

Mum: Paragraphs 21–25

 ___________________________________________________________________

 ___________________________________________________________________

 ___________________________________________________________________

 ___________________________________________________________________

 ___________________________________________________________________

 ___________________________________________________________________

 ___________________________________________________________________

 ___________________________________________________________________

23
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Leaving Ireland Date:

Vocabulary • Guided Practice

Context Clues
Directions: Use the five steps to help you define the underlined word in each sentence. 

“Come now, Mary, there’s nothing to be done,” he murmured. (paragraph 2)

Step 1: Part of speech: _____________________________________________________

Step 2: Relationship of the word to other words:  _______________________________  

________________________________________________________________________

Step 3: Conjunctions, ASWs, reference words, or punctuation:  

________________________________________________________________________  

________________________________________________________________________

Step 4: Guess the meaning:  ________________________________________________

Step 5: Check the guess. Does it make sense?  __________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

Best guess at the definition:  ________________________________________________

I knew things were bad. I’d watched Mum curse and thrash at the fields with her 
hoe when the potatoes went black with blight. (paragraph 7)

Step 1: Part of speech: _____________________________________________________

Step 2: Relationship of the word to other words:  _______________________________  

________________________________________________________________________

Step 3: Conjunctions, ASWs, reference words, or punctuation:  

________________________________________________________________________  

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

Step 4: Guess the meaning:  ________________________________________________

Step 5: Check the guess. Does it make sense?  __________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

Best guess at the definition:  ________________________________________________

24
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Leaving Ireland Date:

Vocabulary • Independent Practice

Context Clues Practice Sheet 
Directions: Skim the story to identify at least three unknown words. Write them in 
the spaces below. Then use the five steps to help you determine the meaning of the 
unknown word.

Then, working in small groups, select one word, ideally a word with which everyone 
in the group is unfamiliar. As a group, work through the five steps, discussing how you 
arrived at a definition of the word.

Word 1: _______________________________

Step 1: Part of speech:  _____________________________________________________

Step 2: Relationship of the word to other words:  ________________________________

Step 3: Conjunctions, ASWs, reference words, or punctuation:  _____________________

Step 4: Guess the meaning:  _________________________________________________

Step 5: Check the guess. Does it make sense?  ___________________________________

Word 2: _______________________________

Step 1: Part of speech: ______________________________________________________

Step 2: Relationship of the word to other words:  ________________________________

Step 3: Conjunctions, ASWs, reference words, or punctuation:  _____________________

Step 4: Guess the meaning:  _________________________________________________

Step 5: Check the guess. Does it make sense? ___________________________________

Word 3: _______________________________

Step 1: Part of speech: ______________________________________________________

Step 2: Relationship of the word to other words:  ________________________________

Step 3: Conjunctions, ASWs, reference words, or punctuation:  _____________________

Step 4: Guess the meaning:  _________________________________________________

Step 5: Check the guess. Does it make sense? ___________________________________

25
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Leaving Ireland Date:

Grammar • Guided Practice

Analyzing Sentences
Directions: Identify the relative clause in the sentence and underline it. Then complete 
the diagram to show the relationship of the clause to the rest of the sentence.

I was in a ship’s passenger hold, rocking in waves that had turned me 
seasick in my sleep. (paragraph 12)

I   was in a ship’s passenger hold, rocking in waves

How does the relative clause add to your understanding of the story?  _______________  

_________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________

Directions: Identify and underline the relative clause in each sentence. Add commas if 
necessary. Complete a diagram for one of the sentences. 

The Irish girl who had long braids in her hair was not excited to leave 
Ireland.

The doctors who inspected all the passengers allowed us to get off the 
boat in America.

26
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Leaving Ireland Date:

Grammar • Independent Practice

Writing Sentences with Clauses
Directions: Choose two of the following topics, then write a sentence for each one. 
Each sentence should include a clause that begins with that, which, where, when, who, or 
whose. Remember to use commas if needed.

Sentence topics:
Mum’s feelings for her children 
The challenge of immigrating to America
Mary’s feelings about leaving
The experience of crossing the ocean by boat
The problems that arose from the potato blight

1.  ______________________________________________________________________

 ______________________________________________________________________  

2.  ______________________________________________________________________

 ______________________________________________________________________

Directions: Read your partner’s sentences. Underline the clause in each sentence that 
begins with that, which, where, when, who, or whose. Discuss these questions with your 
partner.

• What does this clause help me understand or visualize?

• What would confuse me if you had not included this clause?

• Is this clause necessary for the sentence to make sense? Does it need commas?

27
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Leaving Ireland Date:

Writing • Guided Practice

Pre-Writing and Drafting a Journal Entry
Directions: Pre-write a journal entry by creating a character whose role you will  
assume in your writing. Write details about the character you create. Choose a topic 
for your entry. Search for details in Leaving Ireland to use in your entry. Then write a  
draft of your entry. 

I am writing from the point of view of:  _______________________________________

Name: ____________________________   Age: ____________

Family details: ____________________________________________________________

Current situation: _________________________________________________________

Feelings about immigrating: _______________________________________________

Topic of entry: ____________________________________________________________

Notes from Leaving Ireland:

_________________________________________________________________________  

_________________________________________________________________________  

_________________________________________________________________________  

_________________________________________________________________________  

_________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________

Journal entry date: ____________________________

_________________________________________________________________________  

_________________________________________________________________________  

_________________________________________________________________________  

_________________________________________________________________________  

_________________________________________________________________________  

_________________________________________________________________________  

_________________________________________________________________________  

_________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________
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Leaving Ireland Date:

Writing • Independent Practice

Leaving Ireland Pre-Writing and Drafting Checklist
Strategy: Pre-Writing the Journal Entry

 F I can use many details to 
create the character of an 
Irish person living during the 
time of the potato famine. 

 F I can determine a clear topic 
for my entry that relates 
strongly to the historical 
time period.

 F I can search for and take 
notes on several appropriate 
details from the story. 

 F I can use a few details to 
create the character of an 
Irish person living during the 
time of the potato famine. 

 F I can determine a topic for 
my entry that has some 
relation to the historical time 
period.

 F I can search for and take 
notes on a few details from 
the story.

 F I do not understand how to 
create the character of an 
Irish person living during the 
time of the potato famine. 

 F I had difficulty determining 
a topic for my entry.

 F I do not know how to search 
for and take notes on details 
from the story.

Teacher Notes:  ___________________________________________________________________

Strategy: Drafting the Journal Entry

 F I can create a realistic journal 
entry written from the 
perspective of someone 
very different from me.

 F I can create a journal entry 
that would help someone 
understand what it was like 
to live during the potato 
famine.

 F I can create a somewhat 
realistic journal entry written 
from the perspective of 
someone very different from 
me.

 F I can create a journal entry 
that gives a few details 
about what it was like to live 
during the potato famine.

 F It was difficult for me to 
create a realistic journal 
entry written by someone 
very different from me.

 F I am not sure if my journal 
entry shows what it was like 
to live during the potato 
famine.

Teacher Notes:  ___________________________________________________________________

Something I understand now that I didn’t understand before:  

 

Something I want help with:  
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Ornery Date:

Ornery
Jace held his handmade kite and studied the bright 

tomato-red octopus, its eight tentacles fluttering in the 
breeze, its giant spooky eyes gazing back at him. He had 
painstakingly built the whole thing himself, with help from 
Maya and Lucas. Even so, it had been a big job that wasn’t 
always easy. They named the kite “Ornery,” partly because 
of its mean look, but also because building it had been so 
frustrating at times. When the kite was finished, Jace was sure 
he was going to win a prize, maybe even more than one! But 
now he felt doubt creeping in. He took a deep breath.

“Okay, let’s try a practice run,” Jace said. His stomach 
clenched as he grabbed the spool of nylon string attached to 
the kite. His lips pressed into a line and his  
eyebrows bunched in concentration.
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Ornery Date:

Comprehension • Guided Practice
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Ornery Date:

Comprehension • Independent Practice
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Ornery Date:

Vocabulary • Guided Practice

Idioms and Metaphors
Directions: Find examples of idioms and metaphors on pages 21–23 in Ornery. Write the 
example and circle whether it is an idiom or a metaphor. If it is a metaphor, write which 
two things are being compared. Then record your thinking about the literal meaning, 
the figurative meaning, and why the author used the simile or metaphor. 

Idiom or metaphor:  ________________________________________________________

Two things being compared (metaphor):  ______________________________________

Literal meaning:  ___________________________________________________________

Figurative meaning:  ________________________________________________________  

Why does the author use the idiom or metaphor?  _______________________________

_________________________________________________________________________

Idiom or metaphor:  ________________________________________________________

Two things being compared (metaphor):  ______________________________________

Literal meaning:  ___________________________________________________________

Figurative meaning:  ________________________________________________________  

Why does the author use the idiom or metaphor?  _______________________________

_________________________________________________________________________

Idiom or metaphor:  ________________________________________________________

Two things being compared (metaphor):  ______________________________________

Literal meaning:  ___________________________________________________________

Figurative meaning:  ________________________________________________________  

Why does the author use the idiom or metaphor?  _______________________________

_________________________________________________________________________
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Ornery Date:

Vocabulary • Independent Practice

Idioms and Metaphors Practice Sheet 
Directions: Find two examples of idioms or metaphors on page 24 in Ornery. Write the 
example and circle whether it is an idiom or a metaphor. If it is a metaphor, write which 
two things are being compared. Then record your thinking about the literal meaning, 
the figurative meaning, and why the author used the idiom or metaphor. 

Idiom or metaphor: ________________________________________________________

Two things being compared (metaphor):  ______________________________________

Literal meaning:  ___________________________________________________________

Figurative meaning:  ________________________________________________________

Why does the author use the idiom or metaphor?  _______________________________

_________________________________________________________________________

Idiom or metaphor:  ________________________________________________________

Two things being compared (metaphor): _______________________________________

Literal meaning:  ___________________________________________________________

Figurative meaning:  ________________________________________________________

Why does the author use the idiom or metaphor? ________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________

Directions: Read the sentence below and rewrite it using a metaphor of your own  
or an idiom.

When a strong breeze pushed at the kite, Maya released it, and Jace took 
off running, faster than ever.

_________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________
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Ornery Date:

Grammar • Guided Practice

Finding Interjections 
Directions: Read the text from Ornery below, and search for the interjections.  
Circle each interjection, write why the author used it, and determine an emoji that  
could represent the interjection.

4 When the kite was finished, Jace was sure he was going to win a prize, maybe 
even more than one! But now he felt doubt creeping in. He took a deep breath.

5 “Okay, let’s try a practice run,” Jace said. His stomach clenched as he grabbed 
the spool of nylon string attached to the kite. His lips pressed into a line and his 
eyebrows bunched in concentration. 

6 As Maya delicately held the kite, its eight long tentacles trembled in the 
breeze. All around, fallen leaves tossed in the breeze too, lifting and falling and 
lifting again.

7 “Excellent! Wind’s at a perfect speed to fly—not too strong and not too weak,” 
Lucas noted. “Let’s do it!” 

8 “Hold Ornery in front of you and make sure you’re facing the wind,” Jace 
instructed his sister. “When you feel a big gust, toss it up in the air to give it lift.” 
Jace had been studying videos of the best way to launch a kite.

9 “Oh, boy,” Maya joked to Lucas, “he’s getting all bossy now. Must be his 
nerves!” She laughed, but Jace didn’t think it was one bit funny. A few people had 
begun watching them, and even more kites were in the air. A little bead of sweat 

trickled down the side of his face.

Interjection Why the author used it If this interjection were an 
emoji, it would be . . .
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Ornery Date:

Grammar • Independent Practice

Interjections Practice Sheet 
Directions: Read the text from Ornery below and search for the interjections. Circle each 
interjection and write why the author used it. 

Muttering under his breath, Jace snatched the kite and stomped off. He didn’t 
want people watching him, and he didn’t want to talk to anyone—he just wanted 
to go home, but Maya and Lucas were coming straight for him.

“Wow, you almost had it that time, Jace!” Maya said enthusiastically.
“Yeah, man, third time’s a charm, so let’s go!” Lucas added. “We just have to 

keep trying.”
Jace shook his head. “No way—I’m done!” he said. “This kite stinks, and why is 

everyone looking at me?”
“Well, gee, maybe it’s ’cause they like what you’re doing?” Maya suggested.
“Uh-uh,” Jace replied, shaking his head. “They like seeing someone mess up, 

but they’re not getting any instant replays from me!” Jace was ornery, all right, and 
he’d just decided he hated kite-flying. He tried to shove past them, but Maya and 
Lucas stood in his way like sentinels, Maya coaxing him to try again.

Interjection Why the author used it

Directions: Read the sentences below from paragraph 27. Add an interjection to each 
one to show the emotion. Use a different interjection for each sentence.

______________________ It was working!

______________________ Jace let out his breath in a laugh of relief.

______________________ Ornery was ruling the air!
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Ornery Date:

Writing • Prequel

Ornery Prequel: Model Revise and Edit
Building an Ornery Kite

“Ugh! I don’t know if we can do this,” Jace said.

^ Jace and his big sister Maya stood in front of the wall in the^garage and 

groaned. There was a calendar hanging on the wall. Maya had put a big 

                                                           v.t. remembered
kite sticker on the second Saturday of the month. Jace remembers that was 

                            cap.
the day of the Fair Winds autumn Kite Festival. Next to the calendar was a

photograph of a huge, red octopus kite that was flying at a beach. The garage 

was cold and dark. 

“Wow,” Maya said. “I think that kite is really cool.”

^ Maya told Jace she thought the kite was really cool. The octopus had mean 

eyes, and its eight tentacles almost touched the ground. Jace told Maya he 

wanted to make a kite like that octopus. Jace and Maya knew their octopus 

 p.
would be the best kite at the festival. But, how could he and Maya pull it off. 

 sp.
They had never made a kite that big. They only had two weaks before the 

festival. 
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Ornery Date:

Writing • Guided Practice

Ornery Prequel: Revise and Edit 
Directions: The paragraphs below continue the prequel. Revise the text using ARMS. 
Use dialogue and interjections to show more about the characters’ feelings and traits. 
Then edit using CUPS.

On the workbench, Jace and Maya laid out read, white, and black  

paper, kite string, tape, scissors, and stuff to decorate the kite.  

Jace stood in front of the workbench, scratched his head, sighed,  

and thought about the huge task ahead of him. But Maya was  

growing more determined with each passing moment  

and told Jace she would start drawing a design for the kite. 

Jace does not want to draw a design for the kite at first.  

Jace thought using a photograph of the octopus kite to go by was good 

enough. He told Maya she was wasting time. After all, they only had two 

weeks to get their kite ready. Then Maya reminded Jace about  

something their friend Lucas had always told them: Measure twice,  

cut once. Jace finally agreed and looked over maya’s shoulder  

as she drew.
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Ornery Date:

Writing • Independent Practice

Ornery Revising and Editing Checklist
Strategy: Adding Dialogue to Narrative Text

 F I can find several places to 
add dialogue to make the 
narrative more interesting.

 F I added dialogue that clearly 
shows characters’ feelings or 
traits.

 F I used several interjections 
in the dialogue to reveal 
more about the character’s 
emotions.

 F I can find a few places to 
add dialogue to make the 
narrative more interesting.

 F I added some dialogue to 
show characters’ feelings or 
traits.

 F I used a few interjections in 
the dialogue.

 F I don’t know how to find 
places to add dialogue to 
the narrative.

 F I don’t know how to add 
dialogue to show characters’ 
feelings or traits.

 F I did not use add 
interjections in the dialogue.

Teacher Notes:  ___________________________________________________________________

Strategy: Editing Narratives with Dialogue

 F I can punctuate interjections 
with exclamation points 
for strong emotions 
and commas for weaker 
emotions.

 F I can identify most or all 
errors in capitalization, 
understanding, punctuation, 
and spelling (CUPS) in my 
writing and correct them.

 F I can punctuate interjections 
with exclamation points and 
commas correctly some of 
the time.

 F I can identify some 
errors in capitalization, 
understanding, punctuation, 
and spelling (CUPS) in my 
writing and correct them.

 F I do not know how to use or 
punctuate interjections.

 F I do not know how to use a 
strategy for finding errors in 
my writing.

Teacher Notes:  ___________________________________________________________________

Something I understand now that I didn’t understand before:  

 

Something I want help with:  
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A Smelly Giant Date:

A Smelly Giant
The whole purpose of the corpse flower’s incredibly foul 
smell is to attract beetles and flies. The part of the bloom that 
holds pollen actually heats up, becoming about as warm as a 
human. Heating helps the scent waft further, spreading that 
bad smell. Sometimes the insects (and people) can smell the 
stench up to half a mile away! The insects feed on dead things, 
so they think they’re going to eat meat, but instead, they carry 
pollen. The pollen they carry helps corpse flowers make seeds 
so that more corpse flowers can grow. Insects pollinate plants 
in the wild. Elsewhere, growers use paintbrushes to pollinate 
the flower by taking pollen from one flower and painting it on 
another.
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A Smelly Giant Date:

Comprehension • Guided Practice

Text Structure Graphic Organizer
What text structure does paragraph 13 show? ________________________________

How does the text structure help you understand the information in this paragraph?

_________________________________________________________________________  

_________________________________________________________________________  

_________________________________________________________________________  

_________________________________________________________________________  

_________________________________________________________________________  

_________________________________________________________________________  

_________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________
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A Smelly Giant Date:

Comprehension • Independent Practice

Text Structure Practice Sheet 
Directions: Read paragraphs 8 and 9 of A Smelly Giant. Fill in the graphic organizer that 
can best show the information in the paragraphs. Then answer the question.

How does the text structure help you understand the information in this paragraph?

_________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________
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A Smelly Giant Date:

Vocabulary • Guided Practice

Using Context Clues
Directions: Read pages 26 and 27 of A Smelly Giant. Complete a chart for two unknown 
words you find.

Unknown Word: New Sentence:

Context Clues: Importance:

Prior Knowledge:

Definition: 

Unknown Word: New Sentence:

Context Clues: Importance:

Prior Knowledge:

Definition: 
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A Smelly Giant Date:

Vocabulary • Independent Practice

Context Clues Practice Sheet 
Directions: Complete a chart for the word flock from page 29 of the text. 

Unknown Word: 

Context Clues:

Prior Knowledge:

Definition:
 

Directions: Respond to the writing prompt. Use flock and the words from page 44  
in your response. Demonstrate your understanding of the words in your response.

Imagine a crowd of people flocking to see a corpse flower bloom. Write a 

paragraph describing the scene. ____________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________
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A Smelly Giant Date:

Grammar • Guided Practice

Prepositions
Directions: Underline the prepositions. Circle the prepositional phrases. Draw an arrow 
to the word each phrase modifies. 

Next, read each sentence without the prepositional phrase. In the “Questions and 
Answers” box, record a question your brain asks when you read the incomplete sentence 
and the answer the prepositional phrase gives. Many of your questions might start with 
Basic Signal Words!

Paragraph 3 Questions and Answers

Plant experts around the world 

have grown, or tried to grow, the 

fascinating corpse flower. The plant 

grows naturally on rain forest hills 

in western Sumatra. Corpse flowers 

in their wild habitat grow well  

in the warm, wet tropical climate.

When I read the prepositional phrases, I visualized ____________________________

_________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________
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A Smelly Giant Date:

Grammar • Independent Practice

Prepositions Practice Sheet 
Directions: Underline the prepositions. Circle the prepositional phrases. Draw an arrow 
to the word each phrase modifies. 

Next, read each sentence without the prepositional phrase. In the “Questions and 
Answers” box, record a question your brain asks when you read the incomplete sentence 
and the answer the prepositional phrase gives.

Paragraph 4 Questions and Answers

Still, even in their natural home, 

there aren’t many of these plants. 

Corpse flowers are even rarer when 

they are cultivated, or grown, 

elsewhere. They are a challenge to 

grow, even for true plant experts. 

Records show only about 100 

cultivated corpse flowers over the 

entire planet. The first one to bloom 

in the United States was in 1937,  

at the New York Botanical Gardens.

When I read the prepositional phrases, I visualized ____________________________

_________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________
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A Smelly Giant Date:

Writing • Model Expository Text

Model Expository Text
Directions: Think about how summarizing and pre-writing helped the writer complete 
this draft.

The corpse flower is a famous plant because it has such a unique flower. The 
first thing that makes the corpse flower unique is its smell. More specifically, 
the corpse flower smells like a dead animal. It smells so bad that people need 
to hold their noses when they stand close to it. Most flowers smell pleasant, 
but the corpse flower smells rotten. The second thing that makes the corpse 
flower unique is its size. Most flowers are small, and you can pick them from 
a garden and put them in a vase. The corpse flower, however, is huge. It is 
at least six feet tall, but it can 
be over ten feet tall. That’s an 
impressive size for a flower. 
When you consider its size, in 
addition to its smell, you can 
understand why the corpse 
flower is unlike any other 
flower in the world.
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A Smelly Giant Date:

Writing • Guided Practice

Pre-Writing an Expository Text
Main Topic: 

Supporting Details:

Categories: My Ideas about Each Category:
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A Smelly Giant Date:

Writing • Independent Practice

A Smelly Giant Pre-Writing and Drafting Checklist
Strategy: Pre-Writing an Expository Text

 F I can choose a main topic 
for an expository text using 
Basic Signal Words.

 F I can find many key details in 
the text to support the main 
topic and organize all the 
key details into categories.

 F I find it challenging to 
choose a main topic for an 
expository text using Basic 
Signal Words.

 F I can find some key details 
in the text to support the 
main topic and organize 
some of my key details into 
categories.

 F I don’t really understand 
how to choose a topic for an 
expository text using Basic 
Signal Words.

 F I can’t find many key details 
in the text to support the 
main topic or organize my 
key details into categories.

Teacher Notes:  ___________________________________________________________________

Strategy: Drafting a Summary

 F I can synthesize my 
knowledge with my key 
details to create many 
original ideas.

 F I can turn my key details and 
original ideas into complete 
sentences and paragraphs.

 F I can synthesize my 
knowledge with my key 
details to create a few 
original ideas.

 F I find it challenging to 
turn my key details and 
original ideas into complete 
sentences and paragraphs.

 F I am unable to synthesize 
my knowledge with my key 
details to create original 
ideas.

 F I have a lot of difficulty 
turning my key details and 
original ideas into complete 
sentences and paragraphs.

Teacher Notes:  ___________________________________________________________________

Something I understand now that I didn’t understand before:  

 

Something I want help with:  

50

G5_SRB_Book_2018.indb   50 6/29/18   12:51 PM



The Sparrow Date:

The Sparrow
The woman had always despised the sparrow and had often 
quarreled with her husband for keeping “a dirty bird,” saying 
that it made extra work for her. Now she seized her chance to 
get rid of it. She grabbed the sparrow and flung her out the 
window. “Away with you!” she yelled. “Never come back to this 
house!”

When the old man came home that evening, his dear sparrow 
didn’t fly to greet him. “Where is Miss Sparrow?” he anxiously 
asked.

“Your sparrow? I’m sure I don’t know,” the old woman 
answered. “Come to think of it, I haven’t seen her all the 
afternoon. Perhaps the ungrateful bird has left you!”
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The Sparrow Date:

Comprehension • Guided Practice

Chain of Events Graphic Organizer
Directions: Starting from when the old man discovers his pet is gone, complete the 
Chain of Events graphic organizer. Think about how these events are connected in a 
cause-and-effect pattern.

Starting Event

which caused

which caused

which caused

which caused
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The Sparrow Date:

Comprehension • Independent Practice

Draw Conclusions Practice Sheet 
Directions: Write your responses to the questions. Use your responses to write a short 
paragraph explaining your conclusions. Be sure to use Cause-and-Effect Advanced 
Signal Words in your response. 

1. Based on your thoughts about the story, list the characteristics that you think this 
writer/storyteller believes are most important:  

 _________________________________  ___________________________________  

 _________________________________  ___________________________________  

 _________________________________  ___________________________________  

 _________________________________  ___________________________________  

 _________________________________  ___________________________________  

 _________________________________  ___________________________________  

 _________________________________  ___________________________________

2. What do you think this fable is trying to illustrate or teach? Explain your conclusion 
using details from the text, connected using Advanced Signal Words.  

 ______________________________________________________________________  

 ______________________________________________________________________  

 ______________________________________________________________________  

 ______________________________________________________________________  

 ______________________________________________________________________  

 ______________________________________________________________________  

 ______________________________________________________________________  

 ______________________________________________________________________

 ______________________________________________________________________  

 ______________________________________________________________________  

 ______________________________________________________________________
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The Sparrow Date:

Vocabulary • Guided Practice
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The Sparrow Date:

Vocabulary • Independent Practice

Multiple-Meaning Word Practice Sheet
Directions: Use the word bank of multiple-meaning words to write your response to the 
prompt. You may use different tenses of these words. Underline the multiple-meaning 
words you used. You do not need to use all the words. 

spent
back 
late
cross
ran

go
stay
carry
let
fly

bill
heart
fellow
play
pet

paid
pained
made
rid
left

driven
chop

Why was the old woman in The Sparrow so grumpy?

_________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________
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The Sparrow Date:

Grammar • Guided Practice

Conditional Tenses 
Directions: Read paragraph 17 from The Sparrow. Analyze the first and last sentences. 
Consider what the modal verbs express: certainty? possibility? prediction? Then tell how 
the sentences affect your understanding of the old woman. 

1. What does “could not suppress” express? ____________________________________

2. What does “might have had” express? _______________________________________

3. What do these sentences tell you about the old woman? _______________________  

 ______________________________________________________________________  

 ______________________________________________________________________  

 ______________________________________________________________________  

 ______________________________________________________________________

 ______________________________________________________________________

Directions: Rewrite the last sentence with two different modal verbs.

Modal Verbs

may 

might

must

should

will

ought to

have to

can

could

would

We ____________________________ have twice as much silver and gold as this!

We ____________________________ have had twice as much silver and gold as this! 
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The Sparrow Date:

Grammar • Independent Practice

Conditional Tenses Practice Sheet 
Directions: You will play the role of advice columnist, Dear Birdy. Read each letter and 
then respond using the modal verbs in the word bank. 

may 

might

must

should

will

ought to

have to

can

could

would

Dear Birdy,

I am going to visit my friend, 

Lady Sparrow. She has a 

beautiful house and is very 

kind. I want to stay there 

and never return home to my 

cranky wife. What should I do?

— Friend of a Sparrow

Dear Birdy,

My husband went off in search 

of his silly bird early this 

morning. He’s late, and now I’m 

so angry I can’t see straight! I 

think I’ll give him a good talking 

to when he gets home. What do 

you think I should do?

— Grumpy

Dear Friend of a Sparrow,

______________________________

______________________________

______________________________

______________________________

______________________________

______________________________

Yours truly, 
Birdy

Dear Grumpy,

______________________________

______________________________

______________________________

______________________________

______________________________

______________________________

Yours truly, 
Birdy
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The Sparrow Date:

Writing • Guided Practice

Pre-Writing a Fable
Directions: Write your ideas for a fable in the thought bubbles.

1. 2.

3.

4.

5.
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The Sparrow Date:

Writing • Model Narrative

Draft Your Own Fable
Directions: Draft your original fable. 

Title:  ____________________________________________________________________

Long ago, _______________________________________________________

 ________________________________________________________________

 ________________________________________________________________

 ________________________________________________________________

 ________________________________________________________________

 ________________________________________________________________

 ________________________________________________________________

 ________________________________________________________________

 ________________________________________________________________

 ________________________________________________________________

 ________________________________________________________________

 ________________________________________________________________

 ________________________________________________________________

 ________________________________________________________________

 ________________________________________________________________

 ________________________________________________________________

 ________________________________________________________________

 ________________________________________________________________

Lesson:  __________________________________________________________________

59

G5_SRB_Book_2018.indb   59 6/29/18   12:51 PM



The Sparrow Date:

Writing • Independent Practice

The Sparrow Narrative Pre-Writing Checklist

Strategy: Elements of a Fable

 F I can recognize all of the 
essential elements of a fable.

 F I included all the elements 
of a fable in my pre-writing 
work.

 F I can recognize some of the 
essential elements of a fable.

 F I included some of the 
elements of a fable in my 
pre-writing work.

 F I cannot recognize the 
essential elements of a fable.

 F I did not include any 
elements of a fable in my 
pre-writing work.

Teacher Notes:  ___________________________________________________________________

Strategy: Basic Signal Words

 F I included all the essential 
elements of a fable in my 
draft.

 F I understand how to 
organize a narrative and get 
my ideas in writing so I have 
a draft to work with.

 F I included some of the 
essential elements of a fable 
in my draft.

 F I somewhat understand how 
to organize a narrative and 
get my ideas in writing so I 
have a draft to work with.

 F I did not use any of the 
essential elements of a fable 
in my draft.

 F I struggle to understand 
how to organize a narrative 
and get my ideas in writing 
so I have a draft to work 
with.

Teacher Notes:  ___________________________________________________________________

Something I understand now that I didn’t understand before:  

 

Something I want help with:  
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A Field Becomes a Forest Date:

A Field Becomes a Forest
The Forest 

When many saplings have grown into mature trees, the 
field becomes a forest. The types of trees that grow here will 
depend on where the field is located. In the northwestern 
United States, the forest might include fir, cedar, and maple 
trees. In the eastern part of the United States, the forest may 
include pine, oak, and hickory trees. The forest trees block a 
lot of sunlight, and they absorb much of the water in the soil. 
As a result, many of the smaller plants that grew in the field 
will no longer survive. However, other plants, such as ferns 
and mosses, like to grow in the shade of trees. Also, the trees 
won’t cover every inch of ground in the field. There will be 
open places where plants, shrubs, and saplings continue  
to grow. You might find owls, foxes, and raccoons living in  
this forest.
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A Field Becomes a Forest Date:

Comprehension • Guided Practice

Cause and Effect 
Directions: Write notes about the cause-and-effect relationships described in each 
section. Write the Advanced Signal Words used in the text, if any. Then determine and 
write a main cause that leads to the next stage of the process.

The Pioneer Species

Cause-and-effect connection: ________________________________________________

Longer-living Plants and Grasses

Cause-and-effect connection:  ________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________

Shrubs and Saplings

Cause-and-effect connection:  ________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________

The Forest
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A Field Becomes a Forest Date:

Comprehension • Independent Practice

Text Structure Practice Sheet 
Directions: Write how you think the author made the sections of A Field Becomes a 
Forest fit together in a cohesive way. Explain your thinking in detail and use supporting 
examples.

You may use information from page 62 and ideas that were shared during the 
discussion. You may also use any other parts of the text that you feel will help with your 
explanation.  

My Thinking Supporting Evidence

_________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________
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A Field Becomes a Forest Date:

Vocabulary • Guided Practice

Semantic Feature Analysis Activity
Directions: Search the text for the words on the pages listed. Determine the meaning 
of the words using context clues and your understanding of affixes. Mark an X in the 
boxes where the features fit a word. Complete the “Antonyms” column. Then answer the 
questions.

Words
Features

Not planted 
with crops

Left by the 
owner 

Empty, not 
producing

Having no 
living things Antonyms

fallow  
(page 37)
untended 
(page 37)
abandoned  
(page 37)
barren 
(page 37)
lifeless 
(page 37)

Which words seem the closest in meaning? Why? ________________________________  

_________________________________________________________________________

Which word has a very specific meaning? ______________________________________  

_________________________________________________________________________

What else do you notice about the relationships of the words to each other and to the 

features? _________________________________________________________________  

_________________________________________________________________________

Choose one word on the chart. Explain why you think the writer used it the way she did 

in the text.  _______________________________________________________________  

_________________________________________________________________________  

_________________________________________________________________________  

_________________________________________________________________________  
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A Field Becomes a Forest Date:

Vocabulary • Independent Practice

Semantic Feature Analysis Practice Sheet 
Directions: Search the text for the words listed below. Determine the meaning of the 
words using context clues and your understanding of affixes. Mark an X in the boxes 
where the features fit a word. Complete the “Antonyms” column. Then answer the 
questions.

Words

Features

relates to 
being alive

something 
plants can 

do

relates to 
getting 

bigger or 
stronger

relates to 
being very 

healthy 
and very 

productive

suggests 
possible 
danger

Antonyms

grow  
(several 
pages)
survive 
(pages 38, 
41)
raise 
(page 42)

thrive 
(page 41)

Which words seem the closest in meaning? Why? ________________________________  

_________________________________________________________________________  

_________________________________________________________________________

Which words seem the most different in meaning? Why? __________________________  

_________________________________________________________________________  

_________________________________________________________________________

What do you notice about the relationships of the words to each other and to the 

features? _________________________________________________________________  

_________________________________________________________________________  

_________________________________________________________________________
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A Field Becomes a Forest Date:

Grammar • Guided Practice

Conjunction Functions
Directions: Read the sentences. Search for the conjunctions, discuss your findings with a 
partner, and underline them. Use the key below to label each conjunction. Then discuss 
with your partner the relationship that the conjunction shows between the ideas it links, 
and jot down your ideas.

 Key:
 co = coordinating conjunction s = subordinating conjunction

cr = correlating conjunction

1. Trees are needed to shade the ground and buffer the wind, or any rain that falls on  
the ground may quickly evaporate.
My Notes:  _____________________________________________________________  

 ______________________________________________________________________

2. Because these new plants live longer and tend to have wider root systems, they are 
able to outcompete the pioneer plants.
My Notes:  _____________________________________________________________  

 ______________________________________________________________________

3. A field might be filled with goldenrod and wildflowers, but after 10 years, shrubs find  
a way to take root.
My Notes:  _____________________________________________________________  

 ______________________________________________________________________

4. The seeds will germinate, or sprout, when there is enough water and warmth in the soil.
My Notes:  _____________________________________________________________  

 ______________________________________________________________________

5. Either a plant is tall enough to stay in the sun, or the shade cast by a shrub kills it off.
My Notes:  _____________________________________________________________  

 ______________________________________________________________________
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A Field Becomes a Forest Date:

Grammar • Independent Practice

Conjunction Functions Practice Sheet 
Directions: Read the sentences and search for the conjunctions. Name them and write 
about their function, or how they link ideas in the sentences.

1. Although it looks barren and lifeless, an abandoned field offers a new habitat for 
certain hardy plants and small creatures. 

_______________________________ is a _______________________________ 

conjunction. The function of this conjunction is to _____________________________ 

 ______________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________ is a _______________________________ 

conjunction. The function of this conjunction is to _____________________________ 

 ______________________________________________________________________

2. Pioneer plants are aptly named because these plants are the first to “move in.” 

_______________________________ is a _______________________________ 

conjunction. The function of this conjunction is to _____________________________

 ______________________________________________________________________

3. Shade from a shrub will cause short plants to die out, but saplings grow well in the 
shade 

_______________________________ is a _______________________________ 

conjunction. The function of this conjunction is to _____________________________

 ______________________________________________________________________

Directions: Write two sentences with conjunctions and explain their purpose. Use the 
anchor chart to help you choose conjunctions to work with. 

1.  ______________________________________________________________________ 

The function of this conjunction is to  _______________________________________

2.  ______________________________________________________________________ 

The function of this conjunction is to  _______________________________________
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A Field Becomes a Forest Date:

Writing • Guided Practice

Revising a Summary 
Draft summary of “The Forest”

Saplings grow into mature trees. That’s the last stage of the process. Mature 
trees in a forest block sunlight and absorb a lot of the water in the soil. Some 
spaces are open for other plants to live in. Small plants can’t survive, though. 
Except ferns and mosses like to grow in the shade. Forests can have fir, cedar, 
maple, pine, oak, and hickory trees. The type of trees in the forest depends on 
where the forest is located.

Trees can live for many years. The cycle of a field becoming a forest continues, 
unless farmers maintain their fields.

Revised Summary/Synthesis:

_________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________

68

G5_SRB_Book_2018.indb   68 6/29/18   12:51 PM



A Field Becomes a Forest Date:

Writing • Independent Practice

A Field Becomes a Forest Revising and Synthesizing Checklist

Strategy: Revising and Synthesizing

 F I can revise summary 
paragraphs with MIDAC and 
ARMS strategies.

 F I can identify a specific 
viewpoint and use it to 
analyze and revise the 
summaries.

 F I can add several original 
thoughts that expand the 
meaningfulness of the 
summary.

 F I can revise summary 
paragraphs using some 
parts of the MIDAC and 
ARMS strategies.

 F I can identify a specific 
viewpoint, but I have 
difficulty using it to analyze 
and revise the summaries.

 F I can add some original 
thoughts that expand the 
meaningfulness of the 
summary.

 F I am not able to revise 
summary paragraphs using 
MIDAC and ARMS strategies.

 F I don’t know what a 
viewpoint is or how to 
analyze and revise based on 
one.

 F I can’t expand the 
meaningfulness of the 
summary.

Teacher Notes:  ___________________________________________________________________

Something I understand now that I didn’t understand before:  

 

Something I want help with:  
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Check and Mate Date:

Check and Mate
“Look more closely,” his father said. “See the man’s name?”
Yitzhak looked. “Whoa— what? Ira Reznick? The same Mr. 

Reznick who lives upstairs? I just tripped over what’s left of his 
vegetable garden!”

“One and the same,” said his father. “I was thinking you 
could ask him for lessons. He might even appreciate the 
chance to pass on his knowledge to a new generation. I will 
go with you if you want to ask him.”

Yitzhak took an apple from the bowl on the counter and 
began tossing it from hand to hand, just as Grandpa Saul 
did when he was thinking through a problem. And then his 
grandfather’s favorite expression popped into his mind:  
“It couldn’t hurt to ask!” That decided it.

“Why not?” said Yitzhak, giving his  
father a hopeful half-smile as he  
headed out the door.
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Check and Mate Date:

Comprehension • Guided Practice

Story Elements Activity
Directions: Review the story, and retell the main events using the Beginning, Middle, 
End graphic organizer below.

Beginning Middle End

Directions: Identify the story elements and write them in the Story Elements  
graphic organizer.

Problem/Solution

Dialogue

Setting

Characters
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Check and Mate Date:

Comprehension • Independent Practice

Questioning the Text: Moves that Matter
Directions: Read the questions and think about the work you did to identify the story 
elements on the previous page. Make new connections, and write your thoughts below. 

1. When we talk about writers, we say that they “make moves,” just like a chess player. 
How did the writer move Yitzhak from the cafeteria to his apartment? How is 
paragraph 4 connected to paragraph 23?  

 ______________________________________________________________________  

 ______________________________________________________________________  

 ______________________________________________________________________

2. In this story, there is an important character that we never actually meet. Why do you 
think the writer includes Grandpa Saul in paragraphs 11 and 25? 

 ______________________________________________________________________  

 ______________________________________________________________________

 ______________________________________________________________________

3. How does the setting of Mr. Reznick’s apartment help us understand his character? 
Reread paragraph 15. 

 ______________________________________________________________________  

 ______________________________________________________________________

 ______________________________________________________________________  

4. How does the writer help us understand that Yitzhak and Mr. Reznick might be alike? 
Reread paragraphs 3 and 22. 

 ______________________________________________________________________  

 ______________________________________________________________________  

5. Read the last line of the story, and think about the work you have done today. What 
did this story help you to understand about life? 

 ______________________________________________________________________  

 ______________________________________________________________________

73

G5_SRB_Book_2018.indb   73 6/29/18   12:51 PM



Check and Mate Date:

Vocabulary • Guided Practice

Figurative Language Activity 
Directions: Identify the figurative language from each of the paragraphs listed, and 
write it and its type of figurative language in the “Figurative Language” column. Write 
what is being compared. In the “Visualization” column, explain what the figurative 
language helps you visualize, and what you understand based on the author’s choice  
of language.

Figurative 
Language / Type Compares I Visualize /  

I Understand

paragraph 
5

paragraph 
14

paragraph 
21
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Check and Mate Date:

Vocabulary • Independent Practice

Figurative Language Response 
Directions: Reread paragraphs 23 and 25, and select an example of figurative language 
from each paragraph. Write down the sentence that contains the figurative language. 
Explain what the language helps you visualize and what it helps you understand. 

Paragraph 23

Figurative language:  _______________________________________________________  

_________________________________________________________________________

Type of figurative language: ________________________________

Response: ________________________________________________________________  

_________________________________________________________________________  

_________________________________________________________________________  

_________________________________________________________________________  

_________________________________________________________________________  

_________________________________________________________________________

Paragraph 25

Figurative language:  _______________________________________________________  

_________________________________________________________________________

Type of figurative language: ________________________________

Response: ________________________________________________________________  

_________________________________________________________________________  

_________________________________________________________________________  

_________________________________________________________________________  

_________________________________________________________________________  

_________________________________________________________________________
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Check and Mate Date:

Grammar • Guided Practice

Interjection Activity 
Directions: Locate interjections in paragraphs 4–16. Write the paragraph number 
and interjection on the lines in each box. Draw a line from the box to the emoji that 
represents the emotion of the interjection. Reread the paragraph to decide how the 
interjection adds to or modifies the meaning of nearby sentences, and explain your 
thinking. 

Paragraph: __________

Interjection: _____________________

Paragraph: __________

Interjection: _____________________

Paragraph: __________

Interjection: _____________________

Paragraph: __________

Interjection: _____________________
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Check and Mate Date:

Grammar • Independent Practice

Paragraph: ________

Interjection: 

__________________

Paragraph: ________

Interjection: 

__________________

Paragraph: ________

Interjection: 

__________________

Revised Sentence: 

________________________________

________________________________

________________________________

________________________________

________________________________

Paragraph: ________

Interjection: 

__________________

Interjection Practice Sheet 
Directions: Locate interjections in paragraphs 20–27. Write the paragraph number and 
interjection on the lines in each box. Draw an emoji in the small box to represent the 
emotion the interjection conveys. Reread the paragraph to decide how the interjection 
adds to or modifies the meaning of nearby sentences, and explain your thinking. For the 
last box, choose a sentence from the story and rewrite it to add an interjection.
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Check and Mate Date:

Writing • Guided Practice

Notes for Feature Article
T/A  Wins international chess title

N  Lives in apartment

N  Likes to garden

N  Hurt his foot (on crutches with foot in cast)

T/A   Photos on wall of young Reznick playing chess,  
greeting famous people, or posing with trophies

T/A  Trophies line shelves

N   Every flat surface has chessboard with pieces in different positions—shows 
Reznick’s passion for the game and for figuring out solutions to chess problems

____  ___________________________________________________________________

____  ___________________________________________________________________

____  ___________________________________________________________________

____  ___________________________________________________________________

____  ___________________________________________________________________
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Check and Mate Date:

Writing • Biographical Details

Biographical Details: Ira Reznick
Early Life
Ira was born on November 1, 1946. His father was a math teacher and his mother 
was a nurse’s aide. He had an older brother, 7, and sister, 4. The family played chess 
for fun and relaxation. His older sister taught Reznick to play chess when he was 
5 years old. At 6, he showed his parents a solution to a challenging chess problem 
published in the newspaper. His father said, “Frankly, we were shocked.” Reznick 
became so interested in the ways chess pieces moved that he played for many 
hours with his pet rabbit in his lap.

Reznick began training at the Polish Chess School when he was 10. He spent hours 
studying old chess diagrams of ideas that were thought to be no good anymore. 
Reznick didn’t believe that outdated ideas were bad. He said, “Old ideas updated 
with new thinking become cutting-edge strategies.” He modified and used old 
ideas, like “The King’s Gallop.” He particularly liked using strategies such as “Ruy 
Lopez” for opening and “The Traxler” for counter-attack.

Reznick became a master at age 11, an International Master at 13, and the youngest 
Polish Grandmaster at age 14. At 17 years old, he was the first Polish male chess 
player to become a World Junior Chess Champion.

Later Years
1982—immigrated to the U.S. as a result of economic and political difficulties 
that made life in Poland challenging. Reznick continued competing after making 
his residence in New York. He achieved victories at championships in Warsaw; 
Pamplona, Spain; Paks, Hungary; Zurich, Switzerland; and at the Chess Olympiad 
in Istanbul, Turkey. He was the only player to defeat World Chess Champion Janis 
Sturgenson and the world’s second-highest rated player, Fabo Quarto. His wins 
during this time also included a European Rapid Chess Championship. 

Reznick retired in 2009 and became a well-known chess coach and trainer of three 
grandmaster players competing at the Chess Olympiad in Turin, Italy.

Other Competition Results
1963—European Under 18 Champion; World Under 18 Champion at the Cracovia 
Open; Polish Chess Champion
1964—Polish Jr. Chess Champion
1970–1985—was in the Polish Chess Championship finals 10 times
1972—won Chess Championship in Budapest, Hungary 
1978— won Chess Championship in New York; gold medal at the Polish Team Chess 

Championship
1979—Polish Chess Champion title
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Check and Mate Date:

Writing • Independent Practice

Check and Mate Pre-Writing and Drafting Checklist

Strategy: Pre-Writing a Newspaper Feature Article

 F I can determine what 
information is important to 
collect for my pre-write.

 F I can collect some 
information for my pre-
write.

 F I cannot figure out what 
information to collect for my 
pre-write.

Teacher Notes:  ___________________________________________________________________

Strategy: Drafting a Newspaper Feature Article

 F I can draft an article that 
includes interesting 
information.

 F I can relate accurate facts in 
an interesting way.

 F I can draft a readable article.
 F I can sometimes relate 
accurate facts in an 
interesting way.

 F I cannot draft a readable 
article.

 F I cannot relate facts in an 
interesting way.

Teacher Notes:  ___________________________________________________________________

Something I understand now that I didn’t understand before:  

 

Something I want help with:  
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Mount St. Helens Comes Back to Life Date:

Mount St. Helens Comes Back to Life
How to Survive a Volcanic Eruption

Spring had come late to the mountain in 1980. Therefore, multiple 
small animals that were still sleeping in underground burrows at the 
time of the explosion survived because they were covered by earth. 
Animals that lay their eggs in water, like frogs, newts, and salamanders, 
were protected by the layer of ice that covered muddy shorelines. For 
the same reason, fish and fish eggs survived in some ice-covered lakes. 
Even snow drifts left over from the mountain winter protected some 
plant life underneath. Other areas were shielded by ridges of earth 
that kept them safe from the lava and mud flows.

Guiding the Reading • Fluency

Anticipation Guide
Before Reading After Reading

Statement and Evidence

1. The United States has volcanoes. 
Evidence:

2. No one can predict a volcanic eruption.  
Evidence:

3. An eruption destroys everything in its path.  
Evidence:

4. Animals cannot survive an eruption.  
Evidence:

5. It takes a long time for plants to return after 
an eruption.  
Evidence:
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Mount St. Helens Comes Back to Life Date:

Comprehension • Guided Practice

Main Ideas
Directions: Read paragraphs 3 and 4 of the text. Identify and write down the topic 
sentence in each paragraph. Underline any general language you see in the topic 
sentence. Turn the sentence into a question to confirm that it expresses the topic.  
Use the topic sentences to identify and write the main idea of the section.

The Mountain Explodes
Topic Sentence Question

Paragraph 3

Paragraph 4

Main Idea of “The Mountain Explodes”
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Mount St. Helens Comes Back to Life Date:

Comprehension • Independent Practice

Main Idea Practice Sheet 
Directions: Read paragraphs from the text listed below. Write the topic sentence 
for each paragraph. Underline any general language or ideas in the topic sentences. 
Then turn the sentence into a question to confirm it is a topic sentence. Use the topic 
sentences to identify the main idea of the section.

Signs of Life
Topic Sentence Question

Paragraph 
5

Paragraph 
6

Paragraph 
7

Main Idea of “Signs of Life”

Mount St. Helens Today
Topic Sentence Question

Paragraph 
11

Main Idea of “Mount St. Helens Today”

The main idea of the whole text is: __________________________________________  

_________________________________________________________________________  

_________________________________________________________________________
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Mount St. Helens Comes Back to Life Date:

Vocabulary • Guided Practice

Prefixes and Roots
Directions: Read each sentence. Write the prefix and root of the underlined word 
and their meanings. (Note that for items 5 and 6 you will only find a prefix.) Use these 
meanings to create a definition for the word. Read the sentence again to check that the 
meaning makes sense.

Prefix Definition Root Definition
de– opposite or away duc/duce to lead
inter– between plicate to fold
in– in, into graph writing
trans– across fer to carry
epi– upon, over spect to look

1. Scientists inspected the mountain, searching for signs that life was returning. 

Meaning of prefix: ___________________ Meaning of root: ___________________

Definition of word: ______________________________________________________

2. Scientists deduced from their research that some animals had survived by sleeping 
underground. 

Meaning of prefix: ___________________ Meaning of root: ___________________

Definition of word: ______________________________________________________

3. The eruption transferred ash from the mountain to eleven states in the country. 

Meaning of prefix: ___________________ Meaning of root: ___________________

Definition of word: ______________________________________________________

4. The eruption has allowed scientists to research the interconnection among plant and 
animal species in the area. 

Meaning of prefix: ___________________

Definition of word:  ______________________________________________________

5. Scientists used measurements to find out where the epicenter of the earthquake was 
located. 

Meaning of prefix: ___________________

Definition of word:  ______________________________________________________
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Mount St. Helens Comes Back to Life Date:

Vocabulary • Independent Practice

Prefixes and Roots Practice Sheet 
Directions: Combine a prefix and a root to create a new word. Your new word can be a 
real word or a non-word. Write the definition of your new word and use it in a sentence.

Prefix Definition Root Definition
de– opposite or away duc/duce to lead
inter– between plicate to fold
in– in, into graph writing
ob– toward spect to look
epi– upon, over fer to carry

Prefix Root New Word

Definition: _______________________________________________________________

Sentence:  _______________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________

Prefix Root New Word

Definition: _______________________________________________________________

Sentence:  _______________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________

Prefix Root New Word

Definition: _______________________________________________________________

Sentence:  _______________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________

85

G5_SRB_Book_2018.indb   85 6/29/18   12:51 PM



Mount St. Helens Comes Back to Life Date:

Grammar • Guided Practice

Tense, Meaning, and Purpose
Directions: Underline the verb in each sentence and identify its tense. Put the sentences 
in order on the timeline. Then answer the questions. 

Sentence Verb Tense

1. Today, Mount St. Helens is still a work in progress.

2. The volcanic eruption was tragic and violent . . . 

3. . . . but it has created a place where scientists  
can watch nature at work . . .

4. In time, researchers will have learned much more . . .

5. Scientists’ observations at Mount St. Helens  
are providing the world with amazing insights . . .

Past Present Future

How do the verb tenses help you understand the order of events in this paragraph? 

_________________________________________________________________________  

_________________________________________________________________________  

_________________________________________________________________________  

_________________________________________________________________________  

_________________________________________________________________________

Why do you think the author wrote this paragraph this way? 

_________________________________________________________________________  

_________________________________________________________________________  

_________________________________________________________________________  

_________________________________________________________________________  

_________________________________________________________________________
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Mount St. Helens Comes Back to Life Date:

Grammar • Independent Practice

Verb Tense/Order of Events Practice Sheet 
Directions: Identify the tense of each underlined verb. Then read the list of events and 
put them in chronological order. 

Signs of Life Verb Tense
1. By the end of May, less than two weeks after the eruption, 

scientists saw that spiders and beetles had returned to the 
area.

2. The wind blew in seeds, and by fall, plants such as fireweed, 
had begun to bloom.

3. These early species were pioneers. Their presence made it 
easier for other species to come back and survive.

The Struggle to Survive Verb Tense
4. Species depend on each other, so if one plant or animal is 

absent, others also may be unable to survive.

5. For example, it will take time for trees to grow into mature 
forests.

6. Animals such as the northern flying squirrel have not returned 
because the area lacks the tall trees they live in.

7. Scientists believe that when the forest matures, the squirrels 
might return.

______ Spiders and beetles return.

______ Trees grow into mature forests.

______ Mount St. Helens erupts.

______Pioneer plants bloom.

______ The northern flying squirrel may return.

______ The season turns to fall.

______ Wind blows in seeds.

______ Two weeks pass after eruption.
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Mount St. Helens Comes Back to Life Date:

Writing • Model Research Plan

Model Research Plan
Directions: Look at this example research plan and think about how it will help the 
writer draft a research paper.

Was the Mount St. Helens eruption a typical volcanic eruption?

Smaller questions

• Why did Mount St. Helens erupt?

• What happens during a typical eruption?

• Do volcanoes usually bulge before they erupt?

• Do volcanoes eruptions usually involve the mountain 
exploding?

• What are other active volcanoes?

• What happened when these other volcanoes erupted?

What resources 
could answer these 
questions?

• Informational books about volcano eruptions

• Informational books about Mount St. Helens

• Informational books about another volcano that has 
erupted

• Science websites

• Documentaries about volcanoes

Where could I 
look to find these 
resources?

• Library

• Internet

What phrases and 
words could I search 
for on the internet?

• “Mount St. Helens”

• “typical eruption”

• “volcano eruptions”

• “mountain bulge”

• “mountain explode”
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Mount St. Helens Comes Back to Life Date:

Writing • Guided Practice

Research Plan
Directions: Use this page to create a research plan for your topic.

Topic:  ___________________________________________________________________

Research Question:  _______________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________

Smaller questions

What resources 
could answer  
these questions?

Where could  
I look to find  
these resources?

What phrases and 
words could I search 
for on the internet?
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Mount St. Helens Comes Back to Life Date:

Writing • Independent Practice

Mount St. Helens Comes Back to Life Research Plan Checklist
Strategy: Finding a Research Topic 

 F I can choose a specific 
research topic for a research 
paper.

 F I can turn my research topic 
into a question that will 
guide my research.

 F I find it challenging to 
choose a specific research 
topic for a research paper.

 F I find it challenging to turn 
my research topic into a 
question that will guide my 
research.

 F I don’t really understand 
how to choose a research 
topic for a research paper.

 F I can’t turn my research topic 
into a question that will 
guide my research.

Teacher Notes:  ___________________________________________________________________

Strategy: Creating a Research Plan

 F I can turn my research 
question into several smaller 
questions that are easier to 
research.

 F I can identify many places 
and sources I can use to 
research my topic.

 F I can identify many search 
phrases that call up websites 
that answer all of my 
questions.

 F I can turn my research 
question into 2 or 3 smaller 
questions that are easier to 
research.

 F I can identify a few places 
and sources I can use to 
research my topic.

 F I can identify a few search 
phrases that call up websites 
that answer some of my 
questions.

 F I don’t understand how to 
turn my research question 
into smaller questions that 
are easier to research.

 F I can’t identify places and 
sources I can use to research 
my topic.

 F I can’t identify search 
phrases that call up websites 
that answer any of my 
questions.

Teacher Notes:  ___________________________________________________________________

Something I understand now that I didn’t understand before:  

 

Something I want help with:  
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Cousins Date:

Cousins

Phoebe was convinced this was going to be the longest 
two weeks of her life. Even though the day had started with 
a scrumptious plate of bacon and eggs, she felt the rest 
of it loom before her like a long and tedious homework 
assignment. If it were up to me, Phoebe thought, I’d be hot-
footing it down the trail already, but I’m stuck with Charlotte. 
Let the misery begin!

Just as she resigned herself to utter miserableness, 
Phoebe saw Charlotte pull out her binoculars and focus them 
on a mysterious bird in the distance.

“Observe!” said Charlotte, pointing to a black and blue 
bird fluttering from branch to branch. “That’s a Steller’s Jay.”

“A what?” said Phoebe.

Guiding the Reading • Fluency 91
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Cousins Date:

Comprehension • Guided Practice

Narrative Structure Graphic Organizer
Directions: Write a statement that describes Phoebe and Charlotte’s relationship in 
the middle and end of Cousins. Then, write evidence from the text that supports your 
statement.

Beginning Middle End

Relationship
The cousins don’t know 
each other well, 

Relationship Relationship

Evidence
“Her mother said 
it would be a great 
opportunity for Phoebe 
to become better 
acquainted with her 
cousin Charlotte.” 
(paragraph 2)

“They lived so far apart, 
Phoebe really didn’t 
know her.” (paragraph 3)

Evidence Evidence

92

G5_SRB_Book_2018.indb   92 6/29/18   12:51 PM



Cousins Date:

Comprehension • Independent Practice

Story Response Practice Sheet 
Directions: Respond to the writing prompt below. Be sure to use Sequence and 
Compare/Contrast Advanced Signal Words in your writing.

How did Phoebe and Charlotte’s relationship change throughout the story? 
Use your Narrative Structure graphic organizer and Advanced Signal Words to 
organize your response. Include details from the story to support your ideas. 

__________________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________________
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Cousins Date:

Vocabulary • Guided Practice

Adages Graphic Organizer
Directions: Find two adages the author uses on page 60 of Cousins. Complete a chart 
for each adage.

Adage

In the Story

General Truth 
or Advice

Outside the 
Story

Adage

In the Story

General Truth 
or Advice

Outside the 
Story
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Cousins Date:

Vocabulary • Independent Practice

Adages Practice Sheet 
Directions: Complete the graphic organizer for the adage. 

Adage
Hope for the best—but prepare for the worst.

In the Story

General Truth 
or Advice

Outside the 
Story

Directions: Choose an adage from the list that you could apply to the story Cousins,  
and underline it. Then complete the graphic organizer for it.

Adage
You can’t always get what you want.
You can’t judge a book by its cover.

Every cloud has a silver lining.

In the Story

General Truth 
or Advice

Outside the 
Story
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Cousins Date:

Grammar • Guided Practice

Comma Hunt
Directions: Find examples of each comma usage from the story Cousins. Then answer 
the question at the bottom of the page.

Situation Example from Cousins

Before a coordinating 
conjunction

After a dependent 
clause

To set off an appositive 
(synonym or definition 
context clue)

Between items in a 
series

After introductory 
adverbs

To attribute a quote

What do you observe about the connection between noticing commas and reading 
fluently? 

_________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________
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Cousins Date:

Grammar • Independent Practice

Comma Practice Sheet 
Directions: Read the excerpt on the left. On the right, explain how the comma(s) in each 
sentence are used by the writer and the reader.

Excerpt How is the comma used?

(1) At first, Phoebe was over 
the moon when her mother 
announced they would be 
camping for two whole 
weeks. (2) It wasn’t totally 
unexpected since they went 
camping every summer, 
but this time things were 
different. (3) Phoebe and her 
friends had recently joined 
“Off and Running,” an after-
school athletic club. (4) Even 
though school was dismissed 
for the summer, Phoebe 
wanted to keep running so 
she’d be even faster when 
school started again. 
(5) She liked everything 
about running—how her 
heart pounded in her chest, 
how her feet fell into a steady 
rhythm, how the more she 
did it, the more she improved. 
(6) Now, instead of running 
around a track at school, she’d 
have two weeks to sprint 
through the sun-dappled 
forest.

(1) 

(2) 

(3)

(4) 

(5) 

(6) 
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Cousins Date:

Writing • Guided Practice

Revise and Edit an Opinion Text
Directions: Revise the opinion text by adding examples from the story and by using 
ARMS. Then edit the text for comma use.

As the story Cousins shows camping is a fun activity for all kinds of kids. When most 

people think of camping, they think of swimming in lakes hiking through forests and 

climbing mountains. Most campgrounds focus on these activities and they provide their 

campers with many opportunities to participate in them. Some campgrounds have 

places to do laundry, and some even have showers for people to use. While camping 

activities are a great way for kids to spend time in nature and learn about plants and 

wildlife not all of them are accessible to everyone. Some kids who want to camp use 

wheelchairs. Campgrounds should be accessible to people of all abilities, including 

those using wheelchairs. It is unfair to discriminate against some campers. 

People who run campgrounds should focus on two ways to make camping 

accessible to everyone. People in wheelchairs need to get around, not only for fun, but 

in case of an emergency. One thing campground managers can do is make sure that 

trails are accessible for kids who aren’t walking. Trails should be good for a wheelchair to 

pass through and they should also be free of obstacles that might hinder the movement 

of a wheelchair. The second thing campground managers could do is focus on activities 

that kids of all physical abilities can participate in. It is not fair for kids in wheelchairs to 

have to watch their friends because they have nothing to do themselves. Campgrounds 

could provide activities such as birding tours creative performances, or art exhibits. 

98

G5_SRB_Book_2018.indb   98 6/29/18   12:51 PM



Cousins Date:

Writing • Independent Practice

Cousins Revising and Editing Checklist

Strategy: Revising with the ARMS Strategy

 F I can find many details and 
examples from a story that 
support an opinion.

 F I know how to insert these 
details and examples in 
appropriate places in the 
text in order to strengthen 
the argument.

 F I can use ARMS to make 
several revisions to further 
clarify the opinion text. 

 F I can find a few details and 
examples from a story that 
support an opinion.

 F I find it challenging to insert 
these details and examples 
in appropriate places in the 
text in order to strengthen 
the argument.

 F I can use ARMS to make 
some revisions to further 
clarify the opinion text. 

 F I cannot find details and 
examples from a story that 
support an opinion.

 F I don’t know how to insert 
details and examples in 
appropriate places in 
my writing in order to 
strengthen my argument.

 F I don’t know how to use 
ARMS to make revisions. 

Teacher Notes:  ___________________________________________________________________

Strategy: Editing for Commas

 F I can use my knowledge of 
commas to correct all of the 
comma uses in the text. 

 F I can use my knowledge of 
commas to correct some of 
the comma uses in the text. 

 F I am unable to use my 
knowledge of commas to 
correct comma uses in the 
text. 

Teacher Notes:  ___________________________________________________________________

Something I understand now that I didn’t understand before:  

 

Something I want help with:  
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Bumblebees and Honeybees Date:

Bumblebees and Honeybees
A bumblebee colony begins with a queen bee. The queen 

bumblebee mates and then hibernates through the winter in 
the ground, while the rest of the colony dies off. When spring 
arrives, she emerges from the ground, ready to build a new 
colony. After collecting nectar and pollen, she starts looking 
for a cozy cavity on ground level or underground. This might 
be an abandoned rodent nest, a thatch of dead grass, or a 
space under a shed or compost heap.

Once the bumblebee queen has selected a spot, she 
creates a jumble of pollen mounds and forms little wax 
“honey pots” beside the mounds. She fills the honey pots with 
regurgitated (or spit up) nectar. Now she is ready. She lays 
eggs in the pollen mounds and keeps the eggs warm with 
her body. These will be the first members of her colony. When 
she’s hungry, she feeds from the honey pots she prepared.
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Bumblebees and Honeybees Date:

Comprehension • Guided Practice

Description Graphic Organizer
Directions: Use the Advanced Signal Words in Bumblebees and Honeybees to identify  
the criteria the author uses to compare and contrast honeybees and bumblebees.  
Then describe the characteristics of each bee according to the criteria.

Bumblebees Criteria Honeybees

big and bold
fuzzy
black and yellow stripes

Appearance

small
dull brown and gold stripes
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Bumblebees and Honeybees Date:

Comprehension • Independent Practice

Top Hat Organizer
Directions: Use the information you collected in the Description graphic organizer on 
page 102 to compare and contrast bumblebees and honeybees. Then respond to the 
writing prompt. 

Bumblebees Honeybees

Similarities

How are bumblebees and honeybees alike and different? Use details from the text. 
Connect your ideas with Advanced Signal Words.  

_________________________________________________________________________  

_________________________________________________________________________  

_________________________________________________________________________  

_________________________________________________________________________  

_________________________________________________________________________  

_________________________________________________________________________  

_________________________________________________________________________  

_________________________________________________________________________
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Bumblebees and Honeybees Date:

Vocabulary • Guided Practice

Synonyms and Antonyms Chart
Directions: Go back to Bumblebees and Honeybees, and find the word in the text.  
Look at the context around the word to figure out its meaning. If possible, list synonyms 
and antonyms for the word. Then determine if a synonym or antonym context clue 
would make the meaning more clear. Write a revised sentence using the context clue. 

Word: consist

Synonyms

Antonyms

Revised  
Sentence

Word: obvious

Synonyms

Antonyms

Revised  
Sentence

Word: rely

Synonyms

Antonyms

Revised  
Sentence
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Bumblebees and Honeybees Date:

Vocabulary • Independent Practice

Synonyms and Antonyms Practice Sheet 
Directions: Find a sentence in the text that contains the word. Write one synonym 
and one antonym for the word. Then revise the sentence using a synonym or antonym 
context clue. Underline the context clue you used. 

1. identical 

Synonym: Antonym:

Revised sentence: 

2. survives 

Synonym: Antonym: 

Revised sentence: 

3. creates 

Synonym: Antonym: 

Revised sentence: 

4. ultimate 

Synonym: Antonym: 

Revised sentence:

5. remove 

Synonym: Antonym:

Revised sentence:
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Bumblebees and Honeybees Date:

Grammar • Guided Practice

Correlative Conjunctions 
Directions: Find sentences from Bumblebees and Honeybees that use the correlative 
conjunctions listed below. 

Conjunction neither . . . nor

Which two ideas is the 
author connecting?

How are the two ideas 
connected?

Conjunction either . . . or

Which two ideas is the 
author connecting?

How are the two ideas 
connected?

Conjunction both . . . and

Which two ideas is the 
author connecting?

How are the two ideas 
connected?
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Bumblebees and Honeybees Date:

Grammar • Independent Practice

Correlative Conjunctions Practice Sheet 
Directions: Use words and phrases from your Top Hat Organizer (page 103) to write 
at least five sentences using correlative conjunctions. For each sentence you write, 
underline the conjunction you used, and explain why you used it.

1. Sentence:  _____________________________________________________________  

 ______________________________________________________________________

Why did you use this conjunction? _________________________________________  

 ______________________________________________________________________

2. Sentence:  _____________________________________________________________  

 ______________________________________________________________________

Why did you use this conjunction? _________________________________________  

 ______________________________________________________________________

3. Sentence:  _____________________________________________________________  

 ______________________________________________________________________

Why did you use this conjunction? _________________________________________  

 ______________________________________________________________________

4. Sentence:  _____________________________________________________________  

 ______________________________________________________________________

Why did you use this conjunction? _________________________________________  

 ______________________________________________________________________

5. Sentence:  _____________________________________________________________  

 ______________________________________________________________________

Why did you use this conjunction? _________________________________________  

 ______________________________________________________________________
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Bumblebees and Honeybees Date:

Writing • Model Opinion Text

Model Opinion Text
Which type of bee is more important to her colony:  

a bumblebee queen or a honeybee queen?

My Opinion:  
I think the bumblebee queen is more important than the honeybee queen.

Reason Evidence  
(include page or paragraph number)

Bumblebee colonies rely on the queen. Paragraph 3

Honeybee colonies don’t rely on the queen. Paragraph 5

However, although both bumblebee queens and honeybee queens are 
important to their colonies, the bumblebee queen is more important to her 
colony. A bumblebee colony cannot begin without the queen, since she is 
the only bee who survives the winter. Not only does the bumblebee queen 
select a spot for a colony, but also she prepares the food and lays eggs. 
These eggs will be her new colony, so every bee in the colony relies on her 
for survival. On the other hand, the honeybee queen is more replaceable. 
The honeybee colony is continuous, and if the honeybee queen dies, the 
colony just produces more queens to keep their work going. Additionally, 
the only responsibility of the queen honeybee is to lay eggs. Unlike the 
bumblebee queen, the honeybee queen does not gather pollen and nectar. 
In summary, the bumblebee queen is more important to her colony because 
the bumblebee colony will die if the queen dies, while the honeybee colony 
will live on. 
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Bumblebees and Honeybees Date:

Writing • Guided Practice

Opinion Pre-Writing Graphic Organizer
Directions: Refer to your Bumblebees and Honeybees Top Hat Organizer (page 103)  
to help form your opinion. Use the organizer below to record your reasons and the 
location of your text evidence. Then, draft your opinion piece. Be sure to include at least 
three Compare/Contrast Advanced Signal Words and two correlative conjunctions in 
your draft.

Which bee is most interesting: the bumblebee or the honeybee?

My Opinion:  ______________________________________________________________

Reason Evidence  
(include page or paragraph number)

Draft:

_________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________
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Bumblebees and Honeybees Date:

Writing • Independent Practice

Bumblebees and Honeybees Pre-Writing and Drafting Checklist

Strategy: Pre-Writing an Opinion

 F I can compare two ideas 
and form an opinion about 
them.

 F I can come up with at 
least three reasons for my 
opinion.

 F I can find evidence in the 
text to support all of my 
reasons.

 F I have trouble comparing 
two ideas and forming an 
opinion about them.

 F I can come up with two 
reasons for my opinion.

 F I can find evidence in the 
text to support some of my 
reasons.

 F I do not understand how to 
compare two ideas or form 
an opinion about them.

 F I can only come up with 
one or fewer reasons for my 
opinion.

 F I can’t find evidence in the 
text to support any of my 
reasons.

Teacher Notes:  ___________________________________________________________________

Strategy: Drafting an Opinion

 F I can write a draft that 
includes all of my pre-
writing ideas.

 F I can use at least three 
Compare/Contrast ASWs to 
structure my draft.

 F I can correctly use at least 
two correlative conjunctions 
to connect ideas in my draft.

 F I can write a draft that uses 
some of my pre-writing 
ideas.

 F I can use two Compare/
Contrast ASWs to structure 
my draft.

 F I can correctly use one 
correlative conjunction to 
connect ideas in my draft.

 F I am not sure how to write a 
draft using any of my pre-
writing ideas.

 F I can use one or fewer 
Compare/Contrast ASWs to 
structure my draft.

 F I am not sure how to use a 
correlative conjunction to 
connect ideas in my draft.

Teacher Notes:  ___________________________________________________________________

Something I understand now that I didn’t understand before:  

 

Something I want help with:  
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My Shadow Date:

Guiding the Reading • Fluency

My Shadow
I have a little shadow that goes in and out with me,  
And what can be the use of him is more than I can see.  
He is very, very like me from the heels up to the head; 
And I see him jump before me, when I jump into my bed.

The funniest thing about him is the way he likes to grow— 
Not at all like proper children, which is always very slow; 
For he sometimes shoots up taller like an india-rubber ball, 
And he sometimes gets so little that there’s none of him at all.

He hasn’t got a notion of how children ought to play, 
And can only make a fool of me in every sort of way. 
He stays so close beside me, he’s a coward you can see; 
I’d think shame to stick to nursie as that shadow sticks to me!

Anticipation Guide
Before Reading After Reading

Statement

1. Shadows can be troublesome.

2. People and things always have shadows.

3. Shadows can have a personality.

4. A shadow is like a friend.

5. Only an informational text about shadows will 
teach me something new about shadows.
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My Shadow Date:

Comprehension • Guided Practice

Key Details Graphic Organizer
Directions: Read the second and third stanzas of My Shadow. Complete a chart for each 
stanza, filling in the key details for each couplet, and explaining what these details say 
about the boy and his shadow.

Stanza: 2

Key details in  
first couplet

Key details in 
second couplet

What does this say 
about the boy and 
his shadow?

Stanza: 3

Key details in  
first couplet

Key details in 
second couplet

What does this say 
about the boy and 
his shadow?
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My Shadow Date:

Comprehension • Independent Practice

Key Details Practice Sheet 
Directions: Complete a Key Details graphic organizer for the fourth stanza of  
My Shadow. Then answer the prompts about the key details.

Stanza: 4

Key details in  
first couplet

Key details in 
second couplet

What does this say 
about the boy and 
his shadow?

Rewrite the stanza as it might appear in a story rather than a poem. Use the same key 
details, and express the same relationship about the boy and his shadow. 

_________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________

Explain the differences between your writing and the stanza in the poem.

_________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________
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My Shadow Date:

Vocabulary • Guided Practice

Visualizing Figurative Language
Directions: Analyze the figurative language in each couplet by answering the 
questions. 

Read Stanza 2

What figurative language does the poet 
use?

Sketch what you visualize when you read 
this figurative language.

How does visualizing this figurative 
language help you understand the poem?

Read Stanza 3

What figurative language does the poet 
use?

Sketch what you visualize when you read 
this figurative language.

How does visualizing this figurative 
language help you understand the poem?
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My Shadow Date:

Vocabulary • Independent Practice

Visualizing Figurative Language  
Practice Sheet 
Directions: Analyze the figurative language in each couplet by answering the 
questions.

Stanza 4, 1st couplet

What figurative language does the poet 
use?

Sketch what you visualize when you read 
this figurative language.

How does visualizing this figurative 
language help you understand the poem?

Stanza 4, 2nd couplet

What figurative language does the poet 
use?

Sketch what you visualize when you read 
this figurative language.

How does visualizing this figurative 
language help you understand the poem?

One morning, very early, before the sun was up,
I rose and found the shining dew on every buttercup;

But my lazy little shadow, like an arrant sleepy-head,
Had stayed at home behind me and was fast asleep in bed.
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My Shadow Date:

Grammar • Guided Practice

Prepositional Phrases
Directions: Circle the prepositions. Underline the prepositional phrases. Then, choose 
three prepositional phrases, and explain below how they add meaning to the poem.

Stanza 3

 9  He hasn’t got a notion of how children ought to play,

 10  And can only make a fool of me in every sort of way.

 11 He stays so close beside me, he’s a coward you can see;

 12 I’d think shame to stick to nursie as that shadow sticks to me!

Stanza 4

 13 One morning, very early, before the sun was up,

 14 I rose and found the shining dew on every buttercup;

 15 But my lazy little shadow, like an arrant sleepy-head,

 16 Had stayed at home behind me and was fast asleep in bed.

Line ____  ____________________________________________________________  

  ____________________________________________________________

Line ____  ____________________________________________________________  

  ____________________________________________________________

Line ____  ____________________________________________________________  

  ____________________________________________________________
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My Shadow Date:

Grammar • Independent Practice

Prepositional Phrases Practice Sheet 
Directions: Circle the prepositions in the poem. Underline the prepositional phrases. 
Then choose three prepositional phrases, and explain below how they add meaning to 
the poem.

The Swing
Robert Louis Stevenson

 1 How do you like to go up in a swing, 

 2 Up in the air so blue? 

 3 Oh, I do think it the pleasantest thing 

 4 Ever a child can do! 

 5 Up in the air and over the wall, 

 6 Till I can see so wide, 

 7 Rivers and trees and cattle and all 

 8 Over the countryside— 

 9 Till I look down on the garden green, 

 10 Down on the roof so brown— 

 11 Up in the air I go flying again, 

 12 Up in the air and down!

Line ____  ____________________________________________________________  

  ____________________________________________________________

Line ____  ____________________________________________________________  

  ____________________________________________________________

Line ____  ____________________________________________________________  

  ____________________________________________________________
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My Shadow Date:

Writing • Guided Practice

Pre-Writing Chart
Writing Prompt: In the poem My Shadow, Robert Louis Stevenson gives the boy’s 
shadow human qualities. The completed column describes the character of the 
shadow in this poem. Use the last column to personify your own shadow.

In stanza 1, the narrator’s shadow . . . but my shadow . . . 

What? goes in and out with the 
boy

When? all of the time

Why? because he has no use

In stanza 2, the narrator’s shadow . . . but my shadow . . . 

What? grows fast and disappears

When? sometimes

Why? because he is improper, 
strange

In stanza 3, the narrator’s shadow . . . but my shadow . . . 

What? sticks close to the boy

When? playtime

Why? because he is a coward

In stanza 4, the narrator’s shadow . . . but my shadow . . . 

What? stays in bed

When? in the early morning

Why? because he is lazy
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My Shadow Date:

Writing • Guided Practice

Drafting an Analysis
Directions: Use the question outline below to draft your poem analysis.

Writing Prompt: In the poem My Shadow, Robert Louis Stevenson gives the boy’s 
shadow human qualities. Describe the character of the shadow in this poem. Is this 
how you imagine your shadow to be? Why or why not?

Paragraph 1

Do my shadow and the narrator’s shadow have a lot in common?  __________________

How would I describe the narrator’s shadow in one sentence?  _____________________

_________________________________________________________________________

How would I describe my shadow in one sentence?  ______________________________

_________________________________________________________________________

How would I summarize the similarities and/or differences between the two  

shadows? ________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________

Paragraph 2

What is the narrator’s shadow like?  ___________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________

What details from the poem can I use to support my own description?  ______________

_________________________________________________________________________

Paragraph 3

How is my shadow alike or different from the narrator’s shadow?  ___________________

_________________________________________________________________________

How have I personified my shadow to show this?  ________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________
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My Shadow Date:

Writing • Independent Practice

My Shadow Pre-Writing and Drafting Checklist

Strategy: Pre-Writing a Poem Analysis Using Basic Signal Words

 F I can analyze a character in 
a poem using Basic Signal 
Words.

 F I can analyze my own 
feelings and experiences 
using Basic Signal Words.

 F I find it challenging to 
analyze a character in a 
poem using Basic Signal 
Words.

 F I find it challenging to 
analyze my own feelings 
and experiences using Basic 
Signal Words.

 F I don’t really understand 
how to analyze a character 
in a poem using Basic Signal 
Words.

 F I don’t really understand 
how to analyze my own 
feelings and experiences 
using Basic Signal Words.

Teacher Notes:  ___________________________________________________________________

Strategy: Drafting a Poem Analysis

 F I can use questions to 
organize a draft of my 
analysis.

 F I can use the answers to the 
questions to write a draft of 
my analysis. 

 F I find it challenging to use 
questions to organize a draft 
of my analysis.

 F I find it challenging to use 
the answers to the questions 
to write a draft of my 
analysis.

 F I am unable to use questions 
to organize a draft of my 
analysis.

 F I am unable to use the 
answers to the questions to 
write a draft of my analysis.

Teacher Notes:  ___________________________________________________________________

Something I understand now that I didn’t understand before:  

 

Something I want help with:  
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Five Fascinating Facts About Diamonds Date:

Guiding the Reading • FluencyGuiding the Reading • Fluency

Fact #3: Diamonds don’t start out pretty.
Diamonds taken straight from the ground are called rough 

diamonds. They are usually dull and can look like lumps of glass. They 
don’t have the shape and reflection of diamonds you see in jewelry. 
It takes a great deal of skill and time to turn a rough diamond into a 
sparkling jewel.

Most diamonds have flaws—small cracks, spots, or particles inside 
them. A gem cutter must decide which flaws can be removed and 
which ones can’t. Then the rough diamond is cut along the grain of the 
crystal. Next, its overall shape is created. Diamonds are cut into different 
shapes based on where their flaws are, the shape of the rough stone, 
and what finished shape is popular or might bring the most money. 
Then small flat surfaces, called facets, are sanded down in a process 
called polishing. Most finished diamonds are set in rings, necklaces, and 
bracelets to be sold by jewelers.

Anticipation Guide
Statement True False
Diamonds are made out of carbon, the same element 
that makes coal.

Diamonds are used only for making jewelry.

Diamonds could protect people in battles.

It is easy to tell a real diamond from a fake diamond.

Only a diamond can cut another diamond.

Diamonds are easy to find.
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Five Fascinating Facts About Diamonds Date:

Comprehension • Guided Practice

Using Inferences to Answer Questions
Directions: Answer the Writer and Me questions below. Make sure to identify your prior 
knowledge and text evidence in your response.

1. Why does it take a great deal of skill and time to cut a diamond? 

 ______________________________________________________________________  

 ______________________________________________________________________

2. Why do you think diamonds are measured in carats? 

 ______________________________________________________________________  

 ______________________________________________________________________

3. What is the relationship between diamonds and kimberlite? 

 ______________________________________________________________________  

 ______________________________________________________________________

4. Why do miners use X-rays to locate diamonds? 

 ______________________________________________________________________  

 ______________________________________________________________________

5. What do you think happens to the 80 percent of diamonds that are not suitable to 
become jewels? 

 ______________________________________________________________________  

 ______________________________________________________________________

“The text tells me . . . ” “My prior knowledge  
tells me . . . ”

“So I can infer  
that . . . ”

+ =
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Five Fascinating Facts About Diamonds Date:

Comprehension • Independent Practice

Using Inferences to Answer Questions  
Practice Sheet
Directions: Make inferences to answer the following Writer and Me questions. Then 
discuss what process you used to answer the question with a partner.

1. What were people thinking when they decided to call diamonds straight from the 
ground rough diamonds? 

 ______________________________________________________________________  

 ______________________________________________________________________  

 ______________________________________________________________________

2. Why might some people prefer to buy diamonds with flaws?  

 ______________________________________________________________________  

 ______________________________________________________________________  

 ______________________________________________________________________

3. The brilliant cut is the most popular cut for a diamond. Why do you think this is? 

 ______________________________________________________________________  

 ______________________________________________________________________  

 ______________________________________________________________________

4. For what reasons did scientists create synthetic diamonds? 

 ______________________________________________________________________  

 ______________________________________________________________________  

 ______________________________________________________________________

5. Why do gemologists use diamonds to polish diamonds? 

 ______________________________________________________________________  

 ______________________________________________________________________  

 ______________________________________________________________________
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Five Fascinating Facts About Diamonds Date:

Vocabulary • Guided Practice

Affixes and Roots Graphic Organizer
Directions: Read the text below. Define the underlined words. Write the words in the 
“Word” column. Write the meanings of the prefixes and roots. Use the meanings of the 
prefixes and roots to help you figure out the words’ meanings. You may refer to the 
Prefixes and Roots anchor charts for support.

John and Kevin used ropes to descend the rocky sides of the 
Big Hole in Kimberly, South Africa, to go for a swim. They had 
to be careful, or they might be intercepted and detained by the 
police. There are many obstacles along the walls of the mine.  
It would be quite easy for their rope to be cut on one of the 
sharp rocks. 

The Big Hole was dug mostly by picks and shovels when 
diamonds were first discovered there in 1879. For many years, 
diamonds coming from the Big Hole were sold internationally. 
People stopped mining diamonds there in 1914. The epilogue 
to the Big Hole’s story is that the mine is now a museum.

Word Prefix Meaning Root Meaning Word Meaning
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Five Fascinating Facts About Diamonds Date:

Vocabulary • Independent Practice

Affixes and Roots Practice Sheet 
Directions: Find three words from Five Fascinating Facts About Diamonds that you can 
define using information about prefixes and roots. Write the words below, and explain 
how knowing the prefix, root, or both, helped you define the word. 

Word:  ______________________

Definition:  __________________

____________________________

Explanation:  _____________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________

Word:  ______________________

Definition:  __________________

____________________________

Explanation:  _____________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________

Word:  ______________________

Definition:  __________________

____________________________

Explanation:  _____________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________
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Five Fascinating Facts About Diamonds Date:

Grammar • Guided Practice

Sentence Diagramming 
Directions: Use the following key to diagram these sentences. Then draw arrows to 
indicate the relationship between subjects and predicates, nouns and pronouns, and 
prepositional phrases and the part of the sentence they modify. 

Key

Subject Noun Predicate Verb Preposition Prepositional 
phrase Pronoun

box underline circle
double 

underline (parentheses) [square brackets] dotted line

1. Diamonds began as the element carbon.

2. Diamonds embellish the crowns and scepters of royalty as symbols  

of wealth. 

3. Most diamonds have flaws—small cracks, spots, or particles inside them. 

4. Deep volcanic eruptions brought diamonds to the earth’s surface  

in prehistoric times.

5. They are the subject of some of the oldest myths as well as many 

modern-day movies.
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Five Fascinating Facts About Diamonds Date:

Grammar • Independent Practice

Sentence Diagramming Practice Sheet 
Directions: Write two sentences from Five Fascinating Facts About Diamonds. Then use 
the key to diagram the sentences. Draw arrows to indicate the relationship between 
subjects and predicates, nouns and pronouns, and prepositional phrases and the part of 
the sentence they modify.

Key

Subject Noun Predicate Verb Preposition Prepositional 
phrase Pronoun

box underline circle
double 

underline (parentheses) [square brackets] dotted line

1. 

2. 

Directions: When you have finished diagramming your sentences, cover your work, 
then choose one sentence from above (not diagrammed) for your partner to diagram. 
After you have both diagrammed your partner’s sentence, compare your work and 
discuss the choices you made.

3. 

127

G5_SRB_Book_2018.indb   127 6/29/18   12:51 PM



Five Fascinating Facts About Diamonds Date:

Writing • Research Notes

Diamonds Research
Directions: Use note cards to write your draft. Make sure you combine ideas from both 
resources.

Resource 1: Five Fascinating Facts About Diamonds
Diamonds are harder 
than anything else in 
nature.

Astronomers have 
discovered a diamond 
star 50 light years away 
from Earth.

Today’s synthetic 
diamonds are so much 
like natural diamonds 
that even gemologists 
can’t tell the difference 
without special tools.

1 1 1

Saws with diamond 
edges cut rocks, 
concrete, and bricks.

Lucy weighs five million-
trillion-trillion pounds.

BPM 47093 used to be 
as bright as the sun, but 
now it’s a white dwarf.

1 1 1

Resource 2: All About Diamonds
General Electric 
invented synthetic 
diamonds in 1954. 

They invented a press 
that squeezed carbon 
into diamonds. 

The U. S. uses over 
400 million carats of 
industrial diamonds 
every year.

2 2 2

BPM 37093 weighs 10 
billion-trillion-trillion 
carats. 

BPM 37093 is in the 
constellation Centaurus. 

Diamonds used for 
industrial purposes are 
called bort. 

2 2 2

Scientists think that 
diamonds might also 
exist on Uranus and 
Neptune.

Four times as many 
synthetic diamonds are 
used for industrial tools 
than real diamonds. 

Diamonds can be 
formed from the intense 
heat and pressure 
caused by asteroid 
strikes. 

2 2 2
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Five Fascinating Facts About Diamonds Date:

Writing • Guided Practice

Drafting and Revising a Research Text
Directions: Use facts from the two texts to draft a research text about diamonds. Use 
the prompts below to support your thinking. 

Topic: ____________________________

Topic Sentence:  __________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________

Supporting Details:

•  

•  

•  

Draft:  ___________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________

Model Revision

Lucy^could provide us with many diamonds, but she is too far away to 

reach. She weighs five million-trillion-trillion pounds, or in other words, 10 

billion-trillion-trillion carats. That could provide earth with many diamonds, 

but—for now—it is impossible to travel to this star. Lucy is located^in the 

constellation Centaurus, which is [fifty light years away from earth].^

is a star made of diamond. Actually, “Lucy” is a 
nickname. The scientific name is BPM 37093. This star

Once, Lucy was as bright as the sun. 
However, all of its fuel has been used 
up, and now it is called a white dwarf.

it

The star

this far into space
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Five Fascinating Facts About Diamonds Date:

Writing • Independent Practice

Five Fascinating Facts About Diamonds Pre-Writing and Drafting 
Checklist
Strategy: Organizing Facts

 F I can organize facts from one 
source into three or more 
topics. 

 F I can add multiple facts from 
a second source to these 
same topics.

 F I can organize facts from 
one source into one or two  
topics.

 F I can add one fact from 
another source to one of 
these same topics.

 F I don’t understand how to 
organize facts from one 
source into different topics.

 F I can’t add any facts from 
another source to these 
same topics.

Teacher Notes:  ___________________________________________________________________

Strategy: Combining Ideas

 F I can organize facts from my 
topics into a main idea. I can 
write one topic sentence to 
summarize the ideas in the 
paragraph.

 F I can use multiple linking 
phrases and Advanced 
Signal Words to combine 
my facts into a cohesive 
paragraph.

 F I can organize some facts 
from my topics into a main 
idea.

 F I can write one topic 
sentence to summarize 
most of the ideas in the 
paragraph.

 F I can use one or two linking 
phrases and Advanced 
Signal Words to combine my 
facts in a paragraph.

 F I don’t understand how 
to organize facts from my 
topics into main ideas.

 F I don’t understand how to 
write one topic sentence to 
summarize the ideas in the 
paragraph.

 F I don’t know how to 
use linking phrases and 
Advanced Signal Words 
to combine my facts in a 
paragraph.

Teacher Notes:  ___________________________________________________________________

Something I understand now that I didn’t understand before:  

 

Something I want help with:  
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Protecting and Preserving Wildlife Date:

Guiding the Reading • FluencyGuiding the Reading • Fluency

The Endangered Species Act and Education

Throughout history, people and organizations have worked to 
protect animals and the environment. However, the movement 
gathered steam during the 1960s and 1970s. In 1973, the 
Endangered Species Act was created to protect species that 
have become endangered. The act requires federal and state 
governments to protect all endangered species within their 
borders. Governments have the authority to decide which species 
are endangered. They can then outlaw the hunting, harming, 
selling, or trading of the species. The act also provides governments 
with resources to protect land where endangered species live in 
order to keep them safe. Finally, governments can prosecute—
bring legal action against—people for violating the law.

K-W-L-E Chart
What Do I Know? What Do I Want  

to Learn? What Did I Learn? What is My Evidence?
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Protecting and Preserving Wildlife Date:

Comprehension • Guided Practice

Drawing Conclusions
Directions: For each section in the text, use the questions to guide your note-taking. 
Discuss your conclusion with a partner, and then write it on the lines.

1. What does this section of the text 
teach me? 

2. Do I have some prior knowledge that 
can help me make connections? 

3. What is my conclusion about the author’s intent in this section?

Page 77: The Endangered Species Act and Education 

_________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________

Page 78: One Success Story

_________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________
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Protecting and Preserving Wildlife Date:

Comprehension • Independent Practice

Drawing Conclusions Practice Sheet
Directions: For each section in the text, use the questions to guide your note-taking. 
Discuss your conclusion with a partner, and then write it on the lines.

Page 79: A Story in Progress 

_________________________________________________________________________  

_________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________

Page 80: Now and the Future . . .

_________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________
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Protecting and Preserving Wildlife Date:

Vocabulary • Guided Practice

Affixes and Roots
Directions: Read the words below from Protecting and Preserving Wildlife. Use your 
understanding of affixes and roots to complete the graphic organizer and define each 
word. Then go back to the text and reread the sentence with your new understanding of 
the word’s meaning. 

Word: destroy (page 76: paragraph 4)

What I think it means:  _____________________________________________________

Prefix Prefix meaning Root Root meaning

Revised definition:  _______________________________________________________

Word: destruction (page 76: paragraph 4)

What I think it means:  _____________________________________________________

Prefix Prefix meaning Root Root meaning

Revised definition:  _______________________________________________________

Word: intended (page 79: paragraph 11)

What I think it means:  _____________________________________________________

Prefix Prefix meaning Root Root meaning

Revised definition:  _______________________________________________________

Word: international (page 79: paragraph 12)

What I think it means:  _____________________________________________________

Prefix Prefix meaning Root Root meaning Suffix Suffix meaning
–tion
–al

act; process
having characteristics of

Revised definition:  _______________________________________________________
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Protecting and Preserving Wildlife Date:

Vocabulary • Independent Practice

Affixes and Roots Practice Sheet 
Directions: Using what you know about prefixes and root meanings, for each word 
below, create a word map to help you figure out the meaning of the word. You may add 
circles to the word map with additional ideas. Write the definition on the line below the 
word map. 

Then find one more word from Protecting and Preserving Wildlife that you can define 
using information about prefixes and roots. Write the word, and explain how knowing 
the prefix, root, or both, helped you define it. 

obstruct

prefix root

Definition:  ______________________________________________________________

insist

prefix root

Definition:  ______________________________________________________________

intercept

prefix root

Definition:  ______________________________________________________________

Word:  ________________________________________________________________

Explanation:  ___________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________

Definition:  ____________________________________________________________

135

G5_SRB_Book_2018.indb   135 6/29/18   12:51 PM



Protecting and Preserving Wildlife Date:

Grammar • Guided Practice

Sentence Diagramming
Directions: Use the key to diagram these sentences. Then draw arrows to indicate the 
relationship between subjects and predicates, nouns and pronouns, and prepositional 
phrases and the part of the sentence they modify.

Key

Subject Noun Predicate Verb Preposition Prepositional 
phrase Pronoun

box underline circle
double 

underline (parentheses) [square brackets] dotted line

1. We share the earth with wildlife.

2. People want and need homes and businesses.

3. Ranchers shot the eagles because they believed eagles threatened 

livestock.

4. The act requires federal and state governments to protect all 

endangered species within their borders.

Diagramming sentences helped me  __________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________
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Protecting and Preserving Wildlife Date:

Grammar • Independent Practice

Sentence Diagramming Practice Sheet 
Directions: Write two sentences from Protecting and Preserving Wildlife. Then use the 
key to diagram the sentences. Draw arrows to indicate the relationships between 
subjects and predicates, nouns and pronouns, and prepositional phrase and the 
sentence part they modify. 

Key

Subject Noun Predicate Verb Preposition Prepositional 
phrase Pronoun

box underline circle
double 

underline (parentheses) [square brackets] dotted line

1. 

2. 

Directions: When you have finished diagramming your sentences, cover your work, 
then choose one sentence from above (not diagrammed) for a partner to diagram. After 
you have both diagrammed your partner’s sentences, compare your work and discuss 
the choices you made.

3. 

Diagramming sentences helped me  __________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________
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Protecting and Preserving Wildlife Date:

Writing • Model Opinion Text

Model Opinion Text
Directions: Read the draft to see how the author turned notes about the text into a 
piece of opinion writing. 

Governments must strengthen their protections of wildlife. The biggest 
reason why they must strengthen their protections is because these 
protections work. As an example, you can look to the success story of the 
bald eagle. Bald eagles were once critically endangered due to the use of 
the pesticide DDT and by overhunting. Then, the Environmental Protection 
Agency banned DDT, and laws were passed that made killing bald eagles 
illegal. As a result, the bald eagle is no longer endangered. The bald eagle’s 
story is proof that these government protections work.

The second reason why governments must strengthen their protections 
of wildlife is because many endangered animals still need help. Take, for 
example, the mountain gorilla of Africa. This gorilla is critically endangered. 
Wars in the area have made it difficult for law enforcement to uphold the 
laws made to protect the gorilla. African governments and international 
groups are working to help the gorilla, but its future remains uncertain. If 
governments had stronger laws and more resources to make sure people 
follow the laws that protect the gorillas, then perhaps this animal would no 
longer be endangered.
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Protecting and Preserving Wildlife Date:

Writing • Guided Practice

Pre-Writing Graphic Organizer
Directions: Use the organizer below to pre-write your opinion about protecting wildlife. 
Make sure that you come up with two or three reasons to support your opinion, and at 
least two facts that support each reason. Then draft your opinion piece.

Opinion:  ________________________________________________________________

Reason Where can  
I look? Evidence 

Reason Where can  
I look? Evidence 

Reason Where can  
I look? Evidence 

139

G5_SRB_Book_2018.indb   139 6/29/18   12:51 PM



Protecting and Preserving Wildlife Date:

Lesson, Section

Protecting and Preserving Wildlife Pre-Writing and Drafting 
Checklist
Strategy: Pre-Writing an Opinion

 F I can use my knowledge of a 
topic to form a clear, specific 
opinion.

 F I can support my opinion 
with 2 or 3 reasons.

 F I can determine where to 
find evidence for all of my 
reasons.

 F I can identify multiple facts 
that support my reasons and 
take notes from a text.

 F I can use my knowledge of 
a topic to form a general 
opinion.

 F I can support my opinion 
with 1 reason.

 F I can determine where to 
find evidence for some of 
my reasons.

 F I can identify 1 or 2 facts 
that support my reasons 
and take notes from a text.

 F I don’t understand how to 
use my knowledge of a topic 
to form an opinion.

 F I am unable to support my 
opinion with reasons.

 F I can’t determine where to 
find evidence for any of my 
reasons.

 F I have trouble identifying 
facts that support my reasons 
and taking notes from a text.

Teacher Notes:  ___________________________________________________________________

Strategy: Drafting an Opinion

 F I can determine how to 
order my reasons in a way 
that presents the strongest 
opinion possible.

 F I can use all the facts I found 
in a draft that provides strong 
evidence for my opinion.

 F I can determine how to 
order my reasons in a way 
that presents my opinion.

 F I can use some of the facts 
I found in a draft that 
provides evidence for my 
opinion.

 F I am unsure how to order 
my reasons in a way that 
presents my opinion.

 F I can only use a few facts 
I found in a draft of my 
opinion.

Teacher Notes:  ___________________________________________________________________

Something I understand now that I didn’t understand before:  

 

Something I want help with:  
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Editing Symbols
Symbol Meaning

^ add information

— delete information

sp. spelling error

v.t. wrong verb tense

p. punctuation error

cap. make a capital letter

/ make a lowercase letter

s/v subject verb agreement

frag sentence fragment

pl. plural

w.o word order
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