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DAY 1: Monday, November 14, 2022 

 

12:45pm-1:00pm Welcoming Remarks 

1:00pm-2:15pm Opening Keynote 

2:30pm-3:30pm Breakout Sessions #1 – 6 topics 

3:45pm-4:45pm Breakout Sessions #2 – 6 topics 

5:00pm -6:00pm Organizational Meetings 

6:00pm – Reception (dinner on your own) 

TIME TO CONSULT WITH NYSED 
 
2:00pm – 5:00pm  
 
Location: EMPIRE 

Child Nutrition Programs – Kimberly Vumbaco, Director- Child Nutrition Programs 

Office of ESSA-funded Programs – Jeri Chapman, Lori Genito 

Mandated Service Aid (MSA) – CAP – Althea Johnson, Nicole Madlin, Amanda Kaczmarek 

EANS (Emergency Assistance for NPS Schools) – Amanda Lolik, Brad DiPietro, Samuel Rose 

Office of State Assessment – David Decker, Michael Drozdowski, Brian Suedkamp, Clara 
DeSorbo 

Office of Student Support Services (Health Services) – Karen Hollowood, Ann Lanoue 

SEL, Community Schools, Attendance Policies, Code of Conduct, Discipline, Homebound, 
Suspension and Working Papers – Princella Learry, Nicholas Canino 

Office of Special Education Policy – Deborah Rous, Marisa Roark 

Office of Standards and Instruction  

- Grad & Diploma requirements – Melissa Montague;  
- Math Resources – Andrea Faoro;  
- ELA Resources – David Coffey, Catherine Coons;  
- Science Education- Nicole Marschilok, Ashleigh Fraley;  
- Social Studies Resources – Lisa Pingelski; Seal of Civic Readiness – Christine Radez 
- Transportation – Paul Overbaugh 

Early Childhood Education – Lori Smart, Samantha Chobot 

Fingerprinting Guidelines – Samuel (SJ) Finnessey 

VENDOR SHOWCASE & 
CORPORATE PARTNERS 
 
12:00pm – 5:00pm 
 
 
Location: Foyer 

Eduscape 
Wilson Works 

Catapult Learning 
Promethean 

CKingEd 
Cognia 
Facts 

Fordham Graduate School of Education 
Houghton Mifflin 

Loyola Press 
Rediker 

Right at School 
Sadlier 

Savvas Learning Company 
Sora 

ST Math 
Tale Academy 
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DAY 1 MONDAY, NOVEMBER 14, 2022 
12:45pm -1:00pm  
 
Location: Salon A-D 

WELCOME and OPENING REMARKS 
Jim Cultrara, Co-Chair at NYS Coalition for Independent and Religious Schools 
Invocation: Ms. Marlene Romeo, Superintendent, Greater New York Conference of Seventh 
Day Adventists 

1:00pm-2:15pm Keynote 
 
Location: Salon A-D 

EQUITY OF EFFORT: A NEW HABIT OF MIND 
Keynote Speaker: Dr. Donna Elam, Elam Leadership Institute    
The focus of the presentation is to assist administrators to operationalize their leadership 
vision of equitable outcomes and opportunities for all groups of students. Equity of Effort is 
a framework that informs an explicit process using school data with a different approach 
that emphasizes equity and achievement. 

2:30pm-3:30pm November 14: Breakout Sessions # 1 

Leveraging EANS & NY Section 
912 for Maximum Impact 
Presenter: Jason Botel 
Panelists: Jim Cultrara, Sara Seligson, 
Bill Backall    
 
 
Location: Salon A 
                                           

Under the Emergency Assistance to Nonpublic Schools (EANS) program, the federal 
government has granted hundreds of millions of dollars to the New York State Department 
of Education (NYSED) to help nonpublic schools respond to the challenges presented by the 
Covid-19 pandemic. As part of the program, schools across the state are receiving 
education services from service providers to combat learning loss. Attendees of this session 
will learn details about the services schools are receiving to help their students recover and 
accelerate. In addition, Section 912 is a new New York state policy that requires that upon 
request, school districts provide nonpublic school students the same health and welfare 
services they offer public school students. Learn more about the implications of this policy. 

Understanding Neurodiversity, 
Autism Spectrum Disorders, and 
other Disabilities to Help All 
Students Succeed  
Presenter: Carol Kennedy 
Location: Salon B 

We explore best practices for helping neuro-diverse learners, including those with autism 
spectrum disorders, learning disabilities, ADD/ADHD, and other challenges. What are the 
characteristics, ways of thinking and learning, and best ways to help students, focusing on 
their strengths, succeed? Suggestions for teaching these K-12 students help faculty, staff 
and administrators create an inclusive school environment. 

Heritage Language Proficiency 
and Literacy for Everyone 
Presenter: Nechamy Segal 

 
Location: Salon C 

We stand upon giants’ shoulders. From the Science of Reading to Universal Design of 
Learning, the map has been drawn. Now, it has become feasible to pave a smooth road for 
all kinds of learners to achieve literacy success. Let’s explore how we can harness our 
confidence, talents, and resources to create real solutions and reliable systems for curricula 
and instruction. 

Finding the Balance: Religious and 
Secular Curricula 
Presenter: Laura Lavine 
Panelists: James Tauzel, Neal Capone  
 
Location: Salon D 

How do you find the balance between secular and religious instruction while meeting the 
state’s requirements and remaining committed to religious instruction? Hear from veteran 
leaders who have been working to navigate this path and share how they have developed a 
productive balance. Learn tips to help select and direct your path to demonstrate 
substantial equivalency for your school.  

Wellness Revolution: Addressing 
Mental Health Achievement Gap 
Presenter: Emily Cady 
 
 
Location: Albany/Colonie 

Independent and religious schools in New York State are facing unprecedented challenges 
when it comes to the collective mental and emotional health of students, faculty, staff, and 
parents. We know that students bring more than just their school supplies to school in their 
backpacks each day – but if the past two years have taught us anything, it’s that we need 
new tools, more time, and advanced training to help our students thrive, not merely 
survive. So, how do we do this? It’s time for a revolution, a wellness revolution. Participants 
will learn new strategies to enhance their school communities with wellness practices, all of 
which are rooted in advancing the potential of our students, both inside and outside of the 
classroom. 

STEM Doesn’t Start with a Box 
Presenter: Alex Urrea 
 
 
Location: Troy/Schenectady 

“We just purchased STEM products…..” or “We have a STEM Lab….” How often do we hear 
these words that begin with the “stuff” instead of the “purpose”? Developing an enduring 
and sustainable STEM program does not start with a box or a fancy room - it begins with a 
mindset. In this session, discover how you can transform your school into an innovative hub 
of learning by implementing a STEM program that begins with a shift in mindset- 
intentional planning, enduring professional development for ALL educators, and STEM 
across the curriculum. 
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3:45pm-4:45pm November 14: Breakout Sessions # 2 

Leveraging Leadership in Small 
Schools 
Presenter: Catherine Bemis 
 
Location: Salon A 

How to build teams and school support structures when resources are limited. Join us to 
learn how to spread the load many leaders in small schools work under daily and find new 
ways to collaborate and succeed. 

Leveraging ESEA/ESSA & IDEA for 
Maximum Impact 
Presenter: Jason Botel 
Panelists: Bill Backall, Chester 
Ocampo, David Dinter 
 
Location: Salon B 

For decades now, school districts have been required by federal law to provide “equitable 
services’ under Title I, III, and IV, and the Individuals with Disabilities Education Act (IDEA) 
to nonpublic school students. Attendees of this session will learn details about how 
nonpublic schools are partnering with providers to design and implement programs that 
provide maximum benefit to their students. In addition, learn about how to access IDEA 
equitable services and what those services can look like. 

Engaging All Learners with 
Project-Based Learning 
Presenter: Panagiota Lilikaki 
 
Location: Salon C 

Decorating eggs in a middle school English class? Absolutely—if you are helping students 
explore how characterization, motif, and the setting foreshadow theme. In an age of 
standardized assessments, the benefits of using projects in the classroom are plentiful—
deeper understanding, cross-curricular connections, creativity, and purposeful learning. 
Truly engaging all learners promotes equity and excellence. 

Talk the Talk AND Walk the Walk: 
Mission, Vision, and YOUR School 
Presenter: Jessica Raba 
 
 
Location: Salon D 

Each school’s mission, vision, and values should inform the daily decision-making, actions, 
and culture, as schools aim for excellence in all areas. However, it can be easy to frame 
these and then leave them on the proverbial shelf. LuHi’s (Long Island Lutheran Middle & 
High School, Brookville) administration made a conscious effort in this direction a few years 
ago and has seen great success with turning focus to mission, vision, and values. This 
session will engage participants in considering how these important statements can 
increasingly become more central to the life of their own school. 

In Our School: Developing Climate 
and Culture for Student Success 
Presenter: Halley Eacker    

 
Location: Albany/Colonie 

Extensive research supports the relationship between positive school climate and academic 
and health outcomes for students. Promoting a positive school climate can have 
widespread impact on student learning, behavior, attendance, motivation, and more. This 
session will identify and explore components of school climate – including safety, 
engagement, and the environment; then, present an approach to improving school climate 
and culture, including suggested strategies to create welcoming environment where 
students feel a sense of belonging and connectedness. Resources will be shared for further 
exploration and implementation. 

The Relevance of Religious 
Schools in a Pluralistic Society  
Presenter: Kadijah Jean Pryce 
 
Location: Troy/Schenectady 
 

 

“Many people … misunderstand Muslims to be at their essential communal level, a martial 
[warlike] community. Not so. At heart, the Muslim ummah is a high knowledge community, 
a community of teachers …those who seek, learn, know, and so do.” (Omar Abdl-Haleen). 
This presentation will focus on the following areas: the primary role that religious schools 
play in a pluralistic society (that is, to provide a safe and inclusive environment where 
religious morals, values and traditions are taught), the challenges faced by religious school 
administrators, as well as inter-faith strategies being used to access to additional resources. 

5:00pm-6:00pm November 14: Organizational Meetings 

 Albany – Lutheran Schools Association  

Colonie – Administrators not affiliated with an association 

Schenectady – Christian Schools Association 

Troy - Greek Schools Association  

Salon A – Islamic Schools Association 

Salon B – Association of Historically Black Independent Schools 

Salon C - Seventh Day Adventist Schools  

Salon D – Jewish Education Schools 

6:00pm RECEPTION 
 
Location: Salons FGH   

Reception (cash bar; dinner on your own) 
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DAY 2: TUESDAY, NOVEMBER 15, 2022 

 

8:00am-8:30am Breakfast 

8:15am-8:45am Opening Remarks 

9:00am-10:00am Breakouts Sessions #1 

10:15am-11:15am Breakout Sessions # 2 

11:30am-12:00pm Closing Keynote 

8:00am-8:45am 
 
Location: Salon EFGH 

Breakfast  

8:00am-8:45am 
 
Location: Salon FGH  

WELCOMING REMARKS 
Jim Cultrara, Co-Chair NYS Coalition for Independent and Religious Schools  
Sara Seligson, Managing Director -Day Schools and Yeshivot & School Food Services, Jewish 
Education Project & Chairperson, Commissioners Advisory Council for Nonpublic Schools 
Address: Christina Coughlin, Asst. Commissioner at New York State Education Department 

9:00am-10:00am November 15: Breakout Session # 1 

Preston High School Garnishes 
the NYS Seal of Biliteracy 
Presenter: Jennifer Connolly, Rosemary 
DeMaio, Candace Black 
 
Location: Salon A 

This session will provide you with an insider’s perspective on how to successfully prepare 
your students to earn the NYS Seal of Biliteracy, and have your questions answered. 
Preston High School graduated 15 students in June 2021, the first year of the program. This 
number increased to 35 last June, with candidates earning the seal in Italian, Spanish, and 
Albanian. 

Making Teamwork Meaningful 
Presenter: Lisa Milano 
 
Location: Salon B 

Leaders, looking to move your professional learning teams from collaboration light to 
collaboration done right? In this session you will learn practical strategies to create 
meaningful learning teams, and empower those teams to overcome difficulties, and focus 
on the work of ensuring that every student experiences academic success. 

Keep Calm and Be Mindful: The 
Brown School Journey 
Presenter: Patti Vitale 
 
Location: Salon C 

A look at how our journey through mindfulness created an inclusive, nurturing learning 
environment, which supports our school community. Learn how mindfulness can foster 
meaningful communication and a positive outlook even during turbulent times. 

Leading for Equity and Social 
Justice  
Presenter: Gerald Cattaro 
 
Location: Salon D 

 

Cultural competence is a dynamic, ongoing process that begins with awareness and 
commitment and evolves into culturally responsive school policies and procedures. The 
changing demographics of American society, especially in schools, have made diversity 
issues more urgent for exploration and understanding to develop strategies to address 
conflict when groups with different values and cultural traditions come together. Explore 
strategies necessary to create the conditions that will empower educational leaders to 
address the challenges of a diverse society. 

Mentoring Teachers for Success 
Presenter: Kathy Oboyski-Butler 

 
Location: Albany/Colonie 

What are the strengths and needs in mentoring teachers? How can we differentiate 
mentoring experiences? Explore ways to build or enhance mentoring practices unique to 
your school to support teachers. 

Building Relationships that 
Matter: Understanding the Adult 
Learner to Maximize Professional 
Growth of Your Staff 
Presenter: Sue Gerenstein 
 
Location: Troy/Schenectady 

Tapping into the potential of educators we support can take many forms. Understanding 
the push-pull dynamic of these relationships can help unlock that potential. In this session, 
we take a close look at the key features of prevalent adult learning theories and explore 
their implications for connecting with the adults we support in meaningful and 
consequential ways. 
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10:15am-11:15am November 15 – Breakout Session #2 

Building Systems to Support All 
Learners: The Science of Reading 

Presenter: Sue Gerenstein 

 

Location: Salon A 

Leaders can build a school-wide culture of literacy by equipping their teachers with the 
knowledge and skills around reading acquisition, recognizing when students are not 
progressing as expected, and how to respond to each child’s needs as their reading skills 
develop. We will explore key concepts in strong literacy instruction based on the Science of 
Reading research and identify the core elements necessary to deliver evidence-based 
literacy instruction. Examining ways to apply the evidence to address reading gaps and 
accelerate reading proficiency, we will identify effective practices for implementing 
programs with integrity to ensure access and equity in reading instruction for all learners. 

Student Motivation and 
Aspiration 
Presenter: Darius Penikas 
 
Location: Salon B 

Is it possible for K-12 educational institutions to increase post-secondary student 
motivation and aspiration? Can school culture and intentional programing inspire students 
from backgrounds with little higher educational experience to see themselves not only 
going to college, but truly belonging as students at all levels of post-secondary education? 
What can schools do to help their students overcome imposter syndrome? This 
presentation will examine these questions by exploring several academic articles and an 
internal case study. It will also share initiatives, programs, results, and a reflection on one 
school’s experiences. 

In the Shop for a Tune-Up: How 
to Maximize Professional 
Expertise and Resources 
Presenter: Karen Donahue, Mary Ann 
Margrey 
Location: Salon C 

Join us to learn about our adventure in accessing, enhancing, and sharing instructional 
math and literacy expertise with our staff through real-time, on-site coaching/peer support. 
Benefit from our experiences, learn how we addressed unexpected challenges, and 
maximized our limited resources. Some “trade secrets” will be shared too. Session will 
conclude with an “Idea Swap” so bring your best instructional coaching ideas to share with 
other participants. 

Believing Isn’t Enough: System 
Support for Inclusive Practices 
Presenter: Diana Scarselletta Straut 

Location: Salon D 

School Leaders play a pivotal role in making inclusive practices a reality in their buildings. 
But even when school leaders embrace a philosophy of inclusion and belonging, it’s hard to 
advance the practices that transform beliefs into reality. This interactive session brings 
school leaders together to consider how to connect a philosophy of inclusion with school 
and classroom practices, and how to support teachers who are implementing inclusive 
practices or DEI initiatives in their classrooms. 

Systems Learning Walk: A 
Strategic Leadership Lens to Fuse 
Well-being, Collaboration and 
Practice 
Presenter: Roser Salavert 
 
Location: Troy/Schenectady 

The impact of the pandemic on student achievement is felt across schools but addressing 
students’ learning needs requires more than an increase in instructional time. In this 
session, we will discuss how The Systems Learning Walk will enable school leaders to take a 
deeper insight into established procedures and routines that will create the type of 
structure in the school and classrooms where observations will be used as a strategic tool 
to identify areas of improvement. It will create a learning system grounded in a deeply 
collaborative culture. 

 
Closing 

11:30am-12:00pm - Closing 
Keynote 
 
 
Location: Salon A-D 

THE SECRET SAUCE FOR OUR SCHOOLS: THE MISSION DRIVEN IMAGINATION 
Keynote Speaker: Deacon Kevin McCormack, Diocese of Brooklyn 
The assumptions on which our schools were created have radically changed.  Most of the 
privileges we have enjoyed have evaporated. We are educational leaders in this particular 
time and place who must remember from where we have come and have the ability to 
envision where we are going.  If we have a strong mission, we can be renewed; if we don't - 
it will be "lights out!". Our discussion will look to the past to see what our founders found 
essential, understand the present situation with clear lens, and invite people to see, hear, 
and believe the possibilities that others can't, won’t, or don't. 

12pm Conference Conclusion 
 
Location: Salon A-D 

Closing Remarks 
James Cultrara, Co-Chair NYS Coalition for Independent and Religious Schools 
Rabbi David Zwiebel, Co-Chair NYS Coalition for Independent and Religious Schools & VP, 
Agudath Israel of America  
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The New York State Coalition for Independent  

and Religious Schools 

Agudath Israel of America 

Association of Christian Schools International 

Jewish Education Project 

New York State Association of Independent Schools 

New York State Catholic Conference 

The Lutheran Schools Association 

 

 
Affiliate Organizations 

Association of Historically Black Independent Schools 

Atlantic Union Conference of Seventh Day Adventists 

Catholic School Administrators Association of New York State 

Greater New York Conference of Seventh Day Adventists 

Greek Orthodox Archdiocese of America 

Islamic Schools Association 

New York Conference of Seventh Day Adventists 

Northeastern Conference of Seventh Day Adventists 
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Regional Professional Development Resource Centers  

Three regional professional development resource centers (PDRC) offer an 

array of professional development offerings to support New York State’s 

religious and independent schools. 

Learn more about each professional development resource center below. 

Regional Professional Development Resource Centers | New York State 
Education Department (nysed.gov)  

 

PDRC Director Contact Website 

Long Island PDRC 

 

 

 

 

Rita Stavrou Rita.stavrou@catapultlearning.com 

 

NYC PDRC 

 

 

 

 

Roser Salavert rsalavert@fordham.edu 

 

Upstate PDRC 

 

 

 

 

Rebecca Shea rshea@measinc.com 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.nysed.gov/nonpublic-schools/regional-professional-development-resource-centers
http://www.nysed.gov/nonpublic-schools/regional-professional-development-resource-centers
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CORPORATE PARTNERS 
 

Thank you for your support of the independent and religious schools in New York State. You are a valuable partner in 

our educational programs.  
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GOLD

 

 

Thank you to our corporate sponsors for their support of the independent and religious 

schools in New York State.  

Please visit our corporate sponsors located in the foyer.  
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Thank you for participating in the 38th Annual RISE 

Leadership Conference. 

 

 

We invite you to share your feedback on the overall conference 

experience by scanning the QR code to access the conference 

feedback form or by clicking HERE 
 

 

  

 

https://forms.gle/FEuJnVgKVwUFNjqbA

